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HISTORY COMMITTEE REPORT 
Packwood Community Study Program 


The History Committee respectfully submits its report to the 
Community Study Grovp, This report covers the upper part of the Big 
Bottom Country on the hoad waters of the Cowlitz River which includes 
the Big Bottom Precinet and the renainder of Lewis County East to the 
Summit of the Cascades. ‘fhe history is centered around that part of 
the valley which was originally Sulphur Springs, later Lewis, and now 
Packwood. tt is no} to be construed as a complete history of the past, 
but rather as a general story of the area to acquaint people of today 
with what happens? in yester years. From this acquaintance of the past, 
the Committes hencs, will. grow a greater appreciation of what we have 
today and to face the future with the same confidence as was exemplified 
by our early pioneers. 


Many problems faced the early pioneer in his struggle for survival 
and security. He, too, wanted a better home, a higher standard of living, 
better schools fcr his children and a better and more prosperous community 
in which to live. There were many others. It is significant that these 
Same questions an’ proplems are with us today. The question of how to 
achieve these gozls is a paramos one to us living in the presént as it 
was to the early setiler. Fy the study of early pioneer history, it is 
learned that only through discvssion, such as the type that goes on at 
our Town Meetings, a cooperative spirit among people, and a united effort 
in action can people achieve a solution to these problens. 


Writing the history of Packwood was a difficult task, not because 
there was a lack of material but because there was an overwhelming amount 
of it. The problem of crganizing it, checking on the accuracy of facts 
and dates, chasing down stories and all the other things that go into a 
history was a rea]. challenge to amateur or would-be historians. The in- 
formation was collected thvough the efforts of the Committee and was ob- 
tained from diaries, personal interviews, secondary sources, newspapers 
and records, Much of the infoxmation has come directly from early pion- 
eers who still live in the vicinity and from immediate families of early 
settlers. In all, the Committee feels that the information is accurate 
and true. 


Sincere thanks go to the many people who provided the information 
and to the ones who gave us needed moral support while assimilating and 
writing up the material in story forn. 


While digging through the wealth of material for this report, the 
Committee finds that there is fertile grounds for further development of 
this history so that it might include in greater detail many of the epi- 
Ssodes of early day life of the community and thereby make the history a 
more complete one. The Committee also finds that additional effort 
should be made to collect and preserve items of the past from living 
pioneers. Much of the past has been lost due to failure to preserve 
records of the living. 
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The History Committee recommends that, with the material at hand, 
a pagenat be considered, a re-living of the past, by the people of our 
community. A wonderful opportunity is here as a money raiser for the 
Community Hall and Recreation Center besides the cultural value in such 
an endeavor. 


The committes also recommends that a place be found or built for the 
start of a locel historical museum where items of historical value could 
be preserved and displayed to the public, 


The committee recommends that a more complete History of the entire 
Big Bottom Country be undertaken. 


HISTORY COMMITTEE 


Mrs. Sherman Dombs, Chairman 
Vera Davis 

Rudolph Cebull 

Jean Hall. 

Bee Blankenship 

Al Kirk 

Emma Huntington 

Sherman Combs 
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HISTORY OF THE UPPER BIG BOTTOM COUNTRY 
LL LOOT OLE LS CS A RCN eA nen attics. iasonte 


In the eastern end of Lewis County there is a low valley, about twenty 
miles in lengbh, reaching far into the Cascade Range of mountains through 
which the upper Cowlitz River flows. Mt. Rainier stands guard at the north 
and Mt. Adams at the South. This is known as the Big Bottom country, one 
of the last frontiers. 


History tells us that it was discovered in 165) by James Longmire and 
William Packwood, two pioneers who had previously travelled the Naches trail 
through the Naches Pass. They set out to find a pass that would give them 
a better route from the west to the east side of the mountains. The route 
they chose took the two men up the Nisqually River through Longmire, over 
Bear Prairie Pass, where they found Skate Creek and followed it to where it 
empties into the Cowlitz River. 


Being the first white men seen in the Cowlitz Valley, their appearance 
caused considerable excitement in the Indian camp at the mouth of Skate 
Creek, Jim Yoke, a young boy at that time, was fishing Skate Creek and’ he 
told people years later, when he was able to speak English, how scared he 
was. He said, "Me lun-um, me lose pish". 


Not much is nom of William Packwood's trips after the discovery of 
the Big Bottom country, but he undoubtedly went on exploring and prospect 
ing. He discovered Cowlitz Pass and built a trail to the east side of the 
Cascades. (See Vowlitz Pass Story) In 1869 he discovered coal in the Coal 
Creek and Lake Creek areas. Coal Creek and Lake Creek empty into the Cow- 
litz River. The coal deposit was found about two miles upstream from the 
mouth of these two streams. James Longmire settled on the Deschutes River 
near Yelm and later filed and "proved up" on Longmire Springs as a mineral 
Claim. William Packwood lived on the Nisqually flats and at Tenino and 
Centralia, but he came back each year to the coal mine to do the required 
assessment work. Upon his death others took over the task and work was 
done on the mine as recently as 1906, 


The valleys, namely Chehalis, Yakima, Nisqually and Lower Cowlitz, 
which surround the Big Bottom country had been "settled up" many years 
before Big Bottom. In fact, some of the Cowlitz Indians travelled to the 
"outside" where they learned of the white man and his Civilization. When 
the white settlers came to this new country the friendly Cowlitz Indians 
lived along the river, These Indians never engaged in any wars against 
the white men, consequently there was never a treaty signed nor a reser- 
vation set aside for them. They became U. S, citizens instead of wards of 
the government. 


The Cowlitz Indians had many seasonal camps. Some of their favorite 
sumer cemp sites were at Muddy Fork, Skate Creek and Hall Creek. Here 
they fished and hunted deer and dried the fish and meat for winter use, 
They went to the mountains for huckleberries which they also dried for 
their winter's food, In the fall they moved dow the river and Spent the 
winter at Nesika and at the Cowlitz Falls on the lower Cowlitz, travelling 
up and down the river in "dugout" canoes, or overland, following the trails 
adjacent to the Cowlitz River. One winter the river froze over and the 
Indians travelled from Muddy Fork to the Falls on the ice. Part of one 
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History - continued Page 2 


trail, as well as cedar trees from which the bark was stripped to make 
Indian baskets, are preserved in La Wis Wis Park. The first Indian trail 
to the east of the mountains went up the divide between the Cispus and 
Cowlitz Rivers and over the Cispus pass, It is known as the "Old Klick= 
itat Trail" and parts of it are still in use. 


The best Imown Indians on the Upper Cowlitz were Jim Yoke and "Bate 
Kiona. Jim was born near the mouth of Hall Creek, later taking up a home- 
stead on Skate Creek where he lived all lis life, He and his squaw, Annie, 
who was a Yakima Indian, were faniliar figures in the community, always 
adding local color to the Fourth of July celebrations, Their son, Alex 
Yoke, worked in the valiey and for the Indian Police many years, Jim 
Suterlick, son of Indian Henry, a Nisqually Indian and son-in-law of Jim 
Yoke, took up a homestead at Muddy Fork, 


In 1878 the Northern Pacific Railroad made a survey down Skate Creek, 
up the north side of the river and on to Cowlitz Pass. This survey was 
made before any white sctvlers had come to this new country. In 1880 they 
explored the valley, starting at Napavine and coming up the south side of 
the Cowlitz River. That year they also surveyed up Clear Fork to White 
Pass, which was named after Charles A. White, engineer of the survey party, 
and from there to Carlton Pass. The N. P. map of 1880 shows a Packwood 
trail over the Cowlitz Pass and an Old Indian Trail dowm the north side of 
the river to Cowlitz Falls. (See N. P. Story) 


This activity definitely influenced the decisions of the homesteaders 
to settle here. ‘The men usually came first, filed on a claim, built a 
cabin and then went after their families, 


Many hardships faced these early pioneers and perhaps the greatest 
hardship was transportation. The first settlers, packing everything on 
their backs, made their own trail through the unexplored wilderness. Later 
they were able to travel over the trail with pack and saddle horses. Then 
the trail was widened, wagon wheel notches were cut in logs which sprawled 
across the ever widening trail, Finally the trail became a road, extending 
from one homestead to another. 


The road was barely passable and it was necessary to ford the river at 
Cora. A wagon and team took a week to make the trip to Chehalis for supplies, 
This trip was usually made when the river was low. When the water was too 
high to ford, the wagons were unloaded and dismantled and load and wagon 
were taken piece by piece across the river in "dugout" canoes. Sometimes 
many crossings were made by the "dugout" canoes before all the supplies were 
moved across the river, Then the hardy individuals swam the horses and 
reassembled the wagons, loaded, and were ready to go again! 


Two of the early settlers were William and Joe VonOy. While returning 
home from Chehalis, coming through Bear Canyon, one of their team died, 
William, the smaller and more aggressive of the two, decided the only log- 
ical thing to do was to hitch Joe and remaining horse to the wagon. William 
walked behind and pushed on the wagon. Passing a settlers Dlace Joe was 


Seer 


ren oo ‘Seapets eae 
few Betbal texts Pra 

‘Bre seek etd meow ed Ob cit 
HOR £0" edd op bats £ eh 


ty: af Seas eto’ eh pons ane: Hog ett Ho eis : 

“tailor et ar igentoland ‘tad Qh g Seon: Leak Shy eben oer ‘ah 
potas .warpa ahd bam on. oi eee DG 'k payee ‘pol ete 
ey ee Lotion ‘ott wok Reni ABE LEMSL oneM |, 

eb cee OT ee eRe LCD Kar % ARNOTT oe! 

et eis fl i ee ie ea cath Se bp oad ay om) 

mes to wekwnbeon bai otha Ata seen eka 28 aa: 

AY ROH IM abet ebnt oe hota a m 


weer) ag ene pes mis | Ld ah ‘peor ReeSt stitoe4 mere i 
“eae vavinds 6.At: eear Ce a A ma A bee BS hl 
world COL at ede wer eles of onto bel atetnton one 

ty! ete divine e ert ay qrntitoo Sas onlvenal to Qa ee 4 
atic od alee somes: ony Bovine ours Youd aay at ) 
eetisa york edd he ‘reba yne Peta pa: gota nit) pet Ra th 
Doontost B ewade OOBL Yo gem tM ett? jee nae 
Ps phe, Adon ony favo thes? nekhal 6L0 re free: ba fF 
_ (ptete m4 olf ont) ii. 


gaa eidonod odd to enisiado ond: ieoneut ial etotinttoh e 
a sie ennai & fio Lee UTP outed Chloe teiy wet” 
ook Tima wend rove chu ¢ 


" gapane e% ‘vita nid bas wet: oto eitee gents boon verte | 
“to BRAS gabicad, deal rep zy AT no kes rn 
toda  ,ereniah ety: benocepoem: ort dayuoriei tiene ire, reer ebart fe " 
no? aero ie tie Hoan aide Lie ‘ed nove nan oe cond a 12 
he Sete sle.telie Rigaud we due Srtblt eo: lodad. bat AOR 4 } it he 
D wsrensnauie anil a sine badd auld ur anit 13 an 


‘ Ae 


4s wevi ond Sie i Neco wer i ban 
srakiaque rot eLierladd oe click qi weet ‘co ie 
one eat pen ae alt ‘gor: ital ebay sewer 
home brut Bal te he iene kh erm 
 pemidonee  egonbe Miwoaeb! mh 
EYER: Sats Create uke rae M . ranted amoqtusd BS gna Ske 
| base aston ee ner * re, posta! 


25 


‘wun ‘glnion ‘bso ont bre ss tri 
bath imme Bag "Ho m8. «tots 

mia Yi odie Bes tegen 
asthe, smogew edd Os ented gt 
| — oat, oe le, nia # Sy 


History ~ continued Page 3 


observed poking the horse Mike in the ribs and was overheard saying "Come 

on Mike} do your part!" The following spring William again hitched Joe 

and the horse to do the plowing. A couple of neighbors came along and 

asked how they were getting along with their plowing. William replied, 
"Fine, we are almost done. The only trcouble, Joe is too much for the horse." 
This is indicative of the rugged type of pioneers that "settled up" the 

Big Bottom country. 


When in 1683 Levi Adrian Davis moved his family with his three sons 
Lewis, Harry and Syrenus, and "took up" homesteads at the mouth of Davis 
Creek, there were only two earlier settlers in these parts, Judge Pierson 
and Edward Kilborn, who had settled south of the river. Mr. Davis! homee 
stead became the site of the Cora Post Office, established in 1890. This 
post office site was discontinued in 1908. 


Other pioneers seeking land began settling from Cora to the upper end 
of the valley, then a wilderness. The land was in the public domain and 
not yet surveyed and was taken up by filing "squatter's rights" on the 
land desired. lhiost of the first settlers were bachelors and many of them 
abandoned their claims when it became evident that the railroad was not 
going to build through this part of the country. These abandoned claims 
were soon filed on again by newcomers. The families who settled in the 
community from 1863 to 1895 and who continued to live here the remainder 
of their lives were the Davis', William Owens, David Burton, John Blanken- 
ship, (father of Bee), Tom Bivin, Charles Hall, John. Snyder, Chris Karr and 
Al Gilleland, Some of the younger generation still live on the old places. 
Bachelors who stayed the rest of their days were Albert Below, Antone Drohl- 
Shagen, August Snyder and John Smith. 


In 1890 a second post office was established in this vidinity at the 
John Blankenship place, which was called Sulphur Springs. The name was 
taken from a mineral spring across the river from the mouth of Johnson 
Creek, Later this Sulphur Springs office was moved to the Tom Bivins place, 
then to Charles Hall‘s and again to Walter Combs! where it has remained, 


For several years mail was carried by donation labor. Each and every 
man took his turn at the job. The mail was very light and was carried on 
a saddle horse, The same horse was used six days a week to make the round 
trip from Sulphur Springs to Randle and back, This route also included a 
Side trip of three miles to Vance. When the Cora and Sulphur Springs post 
offices were first established, mail came once a week from Chehalis. Even 
tually there were two mails weekly. A few years later it was delivered 
daily, except Sundays but, as it took two or three days to bring the mail 
from Chehalis, it was several days old when it arrived, 


Each family along the route had a small mail sack made of oil cloth 
or canvas which was hung on a post near the road, The mail carrier picked 
these sacks up daily and took them to the post office where the respective 
mail was placed in them by the Postmaster. The lock sack, which contained 
the through mail, the carrier tied on behind his daddle. The individual 
sacks, which were to be delivered along the way, he hung on the saddle horn. 
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In 1910 the post office was moved to Lewis (Packwood). Shortly after 
this the parcel post law was passed and the volume of mail was greatly 
increased. By this time the road was improved and it was possible to 
use a "hack" or spring wagon for carrying the mail. This vehicle also 
served as the first passenger stage to Lewis. The daily mail round trip 
from Randle to Lewis sti11 continued, but teams were changed at each end 
of the route, In 1916, during an “extra heavy snowfall, the road was closed 
for several days and the mail carrier made the last five or six miles on 
skis, carrying the letter mail on his back. 


After the yocar 1890, or there about, the desirable locations for farm 
homes had been "taken up" and the settlers were adjusted to their new sur- 
roundings and had settied dowm to normal living. Since this was a heavily 
timbered country, and as there was practically no machinery in those days 
for clearing land, it took several years to develop a piece of farm land 
large enough to insure & living for a family. Most of these earlier settlers 
worked at clearing their land in their spare time and found some other 
occupation which would provide for the necessities of life, 


Some folks cvt cedar timber into shingle bolts which they "drove dow 
the Cowlitz to the shingle mills in the vicinity of Kelso. Shingle bolt 
"drives" were a regular event. The cedar was cut into bolts and stacked 
along the river benks. They were put into the river at a designated time, 
which was usually when the water had been low and was rising. A "drive! 
would last from two to four weeks, the work being done by experienced crews 
hired by the buyers. Camps were moved along in boats which were usually 
operated by Indians. Some of the settlers trapped in the winter and worked 
on their land clearing during the summer months, while others went "outside" 
and found work until they had earned enough to keep themselves suppkied for 
the balance of the year, 


Their personal belongings were carried in a flour sack which became 
commonly known as 4 "Big Bottom Suitcase", Still others had enough money 
saved to carry them through until they could get sufficient land cleared 
on which to support themselves, It was not many years until the most of 
them had the parts of their land easiest to clear in cultivation and pas~ 
ture land. They also acquired a fairly good start of cattle and hogs 
which they drove to marlet in Chehalis and Centralia over the country roads, 
These roads were gradually being improved each year and ferries and ere 
were being built. 


In 189), there being no school available, Ed Owens moved into one room 
of his two-room cabin and insisted that the other room be used for school 
purposes, The first teacher was Delos Flint. A couple of years later the 
"Pioneer" school house was built on some vacant land adjoining the Owens 
homestead. Some of the children went "outside" to school as there was only 
a three to five months term in the spring and summer at the Pioneer or 
Cora School, 


In the year 1896 the Big Bottom voting precinct was organized, taking 
in all the upper Cowlitz Valley east of and including the Davis place, 
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The first election in this precinct was held in the Charles L, Hall res- 
idence. There were seventeen voters, including Indian Jim. Charles L, 
Hall, Sr., Le A, Davis and John Snyder officiated at the election and Mrs. 
Charles Hall furnished Qinner for all who came, Following is a list of 
voters at this first clection: 

| 


C. L. Hall David Burton 

L. A. Davis William Vonoy 
Letis Davis Joe Von0y 

Lute Davis Henry Hager 

Tim McAncrews August Snyder 
Jim McAndrews John Snyder 
Albert Below John Blankenship 
Antone Drohishagen Syrenus Davis 


Jim Yoke - "Indian Jim!" 


On June }, 1891 Congress passed a law giving the President of the 

United States authority to establish Forest Reserves by proclamation. 
By that authority, President Cleveland established the Rainier National 
Forest in 1897 which embraced the lands in the upper Cowlitz Valley. 

The creation of the Forest Reserves automatically withdrew all the open 
land within the Reserves from being subject to homestead entry. This 
status of the lands inside the Forest remained until Congress passed the 
act of June 11, 1906 which provided that land could be inspected by the 
Forest Service in case it was applied for by someone wishing to file a 
homestead claim on it. If it was found to be more valuable for farm land 
than for timber land, permission wovld be granted the applicant to make 
homestead entry. Consecuently there was no land available for homestead- 
ing between 1897 and 1906, 


By this time Public Domain land was becoming more and more scarce all 
over the west. This newer area was becoming more livable, roads and gen- 
eral conditions were getting better. Several homestead Glaims applications 
were made under the act and quite a large number of new families moved into 
the area. Eight yeais after the passage of the June llth Act, as it was 
Called, another lew was passed by Gengress eliminating the upper Cowlitz 
Valley farm land from the National Forest and returning it to the Denart- 
ment of the Interior, thus placing it in the public Domain and thereby 
opening all the public land in the valley to homestead entry. This action 
paved the way for the only real land rush this area has ever seen. There 
is still a small amount of privately owned land within the National Forest 
Boundary. There is also a small amount of the Public Domain land in the 
upper valley which was never honesteaded, Recently there was a law passed 
withdrawing this land from homestead entry, 


Some of the pioneers had lived here for fifteen years without a way 
to cross the river at Cora except in a "dugout canoe" or by forcing, so 
it was a very importent event when the County built the ferry boat at Cora: 
in 1905. Nearly all the people in the community were present to see the 
first crossing. Baptists "Dat Kiona was the first ferryman and the County 
paid $30.00 per month for the jicb, This ferxy was used until it went dow 
the river during a high water. It was repiaced by another one which was 
used until the first bridge was built in 1916. This occasion was celebreted 
by an open air dance on the bridge, 
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In 1908 more homesteacers had moved in and the area which is now 
Packwood was badly in need of a school. At this time the community was 
included in thb Mineral School District, Their headquarters were about 
fifty miles away by road and naturally they knew nothing of our needs. 

A one-room school was built on the prasent location, all labor and mat- 
erial being donated by local residents. The building, about 16 x 20! was 
constructed of unpeeled logs and the cracks chinked with moss. The floor 
and all funnishings were made of hand split boards. A long table and 
bench on one side of the building served as desks for the boys while home- 
made desks on the opposite side of the room were used by the girls. J. E. 
Nebergall was the first teacher and there were eleven pupils. 


It was in this school that the first social club was established. 
The first organization was the Lewis Debating Club, later called the 
"Ohanapecosh Literary Society". Social activities, debates, programs, 
socials, etc., were held regularly in this building until the community 
hall was built. 


During the years 1906--1909 the North Coast Railroad was looking for 
& practical route over which to build a railroad through the Cascades via 
either the White or Tieton Passes. They had two survey parties in the 
field composed of about twenty men each. This gave quite a number of the 
settlers work during that time and kept most all the pack and saddle horses 
busy as well, After exploring all possible routes through these passes, 
it was concluded none were practical so the project was abandoned. 


In 1907 the Portland Railway Light and Power Co., which is now the 
Portland Electric Power Co., started making preliminary surveys for con- 
struction of a hydro-electric power plant, which was known locally as the 
Packwood Lake Power Plant, A survey crew worked during the 1907 and 1908 
seasons. This cost the company around $75,000.00 for the two years. Stream 
gauging, which had been started in 1906, was the only work done during the 
1909 season. In 1910 the Vailey Development Co., a subsidiary of the Pow- 
er Company, did a considerable amount of preliminary work toward the build- 
ing of the power plant. It used 125 men or more and spent about $225,000. 
A high percentage of this money went to labor, local freighters and for 
farm produce, The tramway, which was built up the mountain east of Pack- 
wood, could be seen for many years, Eventually it became grown over with 
brush and trees. (See V. D, Story) 


During the peak of all these activities the spirits and optimism of 
the residents of the valley reached their highest point. Hugo Kuhnhausen 
put in a small store at his home on what is now the J. I. Blankenship 
place and he and August Snyder hired a surveyor and had the town platted, 
naming it Lewis after the President of the V. D. Co. Later he moved his 
store onto the townsite and other businesses began to spring up. 


About this time Charles Blankenship, Mr. Persall and Mr. Hall 
built a good sized mill on the kuhnhausen place. Soon there was plenty 
of good lumber available at a cheap price and it was not long before 
Walter Combs started construction of a hotel and several public spirited 
people built a community hall. The hall was about 40 x 60' and had an 


Me 


| Fe ieee: of py ows ea nt ink bar bea 


mat yetbeturooncss eit inh Rib kA 4 ovale 
‘Peods otha stot tb ment whet) jut 
oy ebown ro to geil ager 
 wdbiite Jets sail Em nee} 
reat S05 4 ah inode “an ee? | 
Hold etl | eum nha by@rlry, arth pus “wae ) 
REE Bnet any angel besos paint cg ebay ote 
maton ‘el aad Draco" eit Baek ase bon hb path oh ud ‘ad | 
nates CMAN “okt ava eis mee a realonad in 


pene rhe ase a sido x biboe smut ‘odd out soorloe. ih 
ant be llab adhd ete: ai heclad. giviot welt’ jst 
aaah: Hoe Bs ithe ON Fo fakes “teas: 
vaca. oid heii rr ¥ tai ae bap de bile 


Eo aenai\ pai { 
v® ‘ “l A ql 4 Aidt { 


‘wal mT ain i hei ha Nb bid: if thee! ‘oe woes ; a 
Bry pobsoen iui Rouernld Dao lion a bibad Qe  hodtir “ean Heri 
arid gb ee thaen oomE hog ‘Toad | sey | veer 
et Lo ection, a Ree) Mite ett. ae reas yehtenih: haga: 
engxod ef hie Brea: aig ahd AEA toon devon: bap ehuhd) dike sot 
»ades o emend: ator Bad Hey bs Salhi tanog Lie peltentote “pede 
: benrootsadtia oe OMT ORE, Bl wiht we AeoLtoaeay ema bia be 


8 atl wen ae shitty las towel Pet sh sib ‘youtbelt bt 
Bers tool “eo ene heranenl een: aie itt! beadtadte i 0. aL a 
vad Gai TL aac MRSA Gat Bb aber Mi Ul ‘ohio: rea 
YRC Bene PORE cack vrs teeny Eras aur, 9's ‘Newman A, ii! | 
ae OTM erat CHE nae: OO), Cac aa soi ‘Teo 
"tye Sete | Bonen Meena Ni We Cent yO 
“wo ‘and a: ses Limelira ek aati temeysiiee ae 
Lio! eet) Gitnenpeng vee yi ight oe ai | ny 
yy J aede GME PESO AE MN Bas ald At Ie ee a) Rod ie 
‘eho foutio ert ahem. | asi oi i opal ag “ety bs 
dons Die q pi ‘Pokieahidiendaer , aye Ml it ae i 
ene TENN ‘aide. A asi inba ri ‘ew! aya ae 


Me 
i 
PAPE 


ee tat ie sai i he ‘ee ean: oni wots iden ¢ 
smenaichanedeehir)t ound tt bikuoes pret ae 
sige Bi uh ane Hind, Qh pein: no 
ehaty arose “anld baat Sete. Rorearise ok 
ehe Deven Gi TORT OF CAAT walk te ey 
att adn bi meen iti ii he 


he eta * Se titnamae a: 
Sncrealcy miei enter phot  weeate gett 
eee Nem: Se bon iit ik arc ha 
Bottatis 2, kde LR Auevun Dre sbechoel x 
ty bi bone Or * Oy Sih iin oh 


r \ bs A 
Mi yap Becht raw aN bi iy 


History - continued Page 7 ‘° 


excellent dance floor, a cloakroom, two dressing rooms and a large stage. 
Mrs. Cunningham, the Ranger's wife, donated a stage curtain imprinted with 
the name "Ohanapecosh Literary Society" on which she painted a picture 

of Packwood Lake with the Goat Rocks in the background, 


The old building, now known as the old Higgins place and still stand. 
ing on Main Street, was built for a saloon and gambling hall. For several 
reasons, one being the objections of the community, the place was never 
in operation and later was made into a residence, 


Freight and stage lines and other businesses were started. Al Hunt- 
ington and Charies L. Hall, Sr., started a slaughter business which fur- 
nished fresh meat to the construction camps as well as the entire commun- 
ity. Farmers had a ready market for all the hay and farm produce they 
could raise, Homes began to spring up and soon a good little town had 

started, 


Lewis County built a ferry boat about a mile above town in 1910 but 
there was no regular operator. A canoe was also used and it was everyone's 
duty to see that when they left the ferry the canoe was on one side of the 
river and the ferry boat on the other so the next person who came along 
would be able to cross. 


During a slight rise in the river the Forest Supervisor, G. F. Allen, 
attempted to ford the river on horseback, The hokse either stumbled or 
reared and threw him so he had to swim out. He decided there should be 
a better way of crossing the river so he had an eight foot suspension 
bridge congbructed in 1913--1914, The bridge washed out,in 1920 and from 
that time until the present bridge was built in 193) people had to ford, 
use the canoe or cross in a basket which was suspended from a cable about 
thirty or forty feet above the water. This basket was powered by hand and 
many hands and fingers were badly pinched between cable and pulleys and a 
few fingers were lost. 


There were no established churches in the community but services were 
often held in the school house. Rev. DeLano, who rode a big black horse 
and was called the "Saddle Bag Missionary", made regular trips. Occasion- 
ally Mormon Missionaries found their way into the valley. 


The farmers in the community organized a telephone company and built 
what was known as the "Farmer's Line", Practically every family along the 
the road had a phone and it was possible to get through to Morton and on 
to the "outside" by phone. 


In 1914 there was an epidemic of typhoid fever and the community was 
saddened by the death of Mrs. Lulu Higgins who had moved here with her 
family in 1912. She was the first person buried in the present cemetery. 
in fact, there was no cemetery until that time. Arne Arneson donated part 
of his homestead for that purpose but when he failed to prove up the land 
reverted back to the 8. S. Forest Service. Consequently the cemetery is 
now located on Government land. 
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School District #21) was formed by consolidating the Mineral, Morton, 
Randle and Lewis School Districts. This was then the largest consolidated 
School district in the United States. Soon new one room school houses were 
built at Lewis and Cora and one across the river about midway between Skate 
and Willame Creeks. Professor F. S,. Thompson was Superintendent of Dist- 
rict #21) for eighteen years, He homesteaded and proved up on 160 acres 
near where the highway crosses Lake Creek, 


The land opening of 191) was quite an occasion in the comunity. For 
several months before the date set for the "run" there were home seekers 
and land locators coutinually coming and going. The "opening" was at 
8:00 A. M. May ist, 191) and all participants had to start from private 
property with at least two witnesses and make a run for the ptece of land 
desired, The first one to reach the property and stake it was the "Lucky" 
one. There were many disappointed persons who were unable to get a tract 
of land, however, there were very few arguments or disputes, 


This "land rush" brought a lot of new people into the community and 
from then on life was anything but dull. lirs. Martin and Mr. Higgins 
organized a Sunday School and services were held every Sunday, sometimes 
having Church afterward. Mrs. Bivins organized a "Sunshine Club!" among 
the women of the community and this club was very active for a number of 
years. Other community activities included programs, box and pie socials 
and dances which were held in the new hall. Although transportation was 
very slow in those days, news seemed to have had a way of getting around <= 
all one had to do was mention a dance and there was sure to be a large 
crowd. They wouid dance all night to a "fiddle" or two and a piano (which 
had to be carried from the school house). A midnight lunch was always fur- 
nished by the women, All children were brought along, the babies being 
put to sieep on the stage with room left for the krger ones as they tired 
out and geve up. People came on horseback and with teams and wagons and 
stayed until broad daylight. 


Miss Frances Mann homesteaded near Coal Creek and taught school at 

Lewis for three years, The first year she walked four miles to an from 
school each day for most of the term. When the snow was two feet deep 

she stayed in town for a week or so, The following year she was a little 
more prosperous and puxchased a saddle horse which she rode to school. 
She took great pride in ler "children" and had parties for them in her 
log cabin on the homestead, giving them domestic training along with their 
schooling. She and other people bought several tons of spuds and shipped 
them out by parcel post one winter when they were worth $120.00 per ton 

in Tacoma, 


During this period the Forest Service headquarters were at the old 
Ranger Station across the river. The service was gradually growing and 
expanding, using more men for trail and telephone work and as fire guards 
who patrolled the trails and higher areas from guard stations where they 
camped in the summer months. 
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History — continued Page 9 


There was a large demand for pack and saddle horses which were used 
for Forest Service work, for packing people into the Hot Springs, for 
packing in fishermen to Fackwood Lake and guiding hunters and tourists 
on vacation trips. Several different pack and saddle outfits were 
operating. 


Numerovs sheep companies, whose headquarters were on the east side of 
the mountains, gvazed their bands of sheep on the summit of the Cascades 
in summer months. It took one herder and one packer or tamp tender to each 
band. The packers made regular trips to Lewis with their pack strings for 
supplies and it was not unusual to see three or four of these "outfits" 
along with several local "pack strings" packing up at the same time. There 
were long "hitching rails" along each side of the road to which the pack 
horses were tied. May others were tied to trees while some were tied to 
the Flag pole and others were packed in the horse corrals. Usually the 
saddle horses stood "ground tied', 


Before 1918 practically all travel was by wagon or horseback. There 
were a few “hacks and buggies in the vicinity. There were three Fords 
in the community and the trip could be made from Lewis to Randle in about 
four hours in a Ford -- that was really travelling! 


After World Waz I was declared all the young men were required to 
register. On registration day the people had a big celebration and raised 
a flag pole. A dcnation was taken up to purchase a flag. 


During the years 1917 and 1918 World War I drew quite heavily on the 
young men of the valley. Also about this time the "191 Homesteaders" had 
proved up on their land and either sold it to timber companies or had moved 
elsewhere to find employment. Most of the income at this time came from 
Forest Service employment and from hunters, fishermen and tourist trade. 
This was about the quietest period the community had experienced. The 
only businesses in tow were one store, one garage, hotel, post office 
and pack string. In the winter there were only four families here. There 
were about sixteen school children, most of them being transported by 
school bus "covered wagon" from down the road. 


The road was steadily improved and eventually quite a number of cars 
drove to Lewis. Frequently someone, expecting to find a town, would drive 
up to the hotel and inguire, "How far is it to Lewis?" This was the end 
of the road and everyone stopped at the hotel as it was the only place 
where one could get anytiing to eat or a place to sleep. It also housed 
the post office and the Forest Service telephone switch. 


The Ranger Station was moved into an old store building at Lewis in 
1923 where it remained until the new station was built at the present loca- 
tion in 1931. There was a Forest Service road built to Clear Fork and the 
trail from there to the Hot Springs was made passable for cars in 192. 
(See Ohanapecosh story) 
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History = continued Page 10 


The Bureau of Public Roads started construction on the highway at 
Randle in 1922, At this time it was called Carlton Pass Highway. (See 
White Pass Story) A banner. across the street in Morton read ~ "Boost 
for Carlton Passti, 


Engineers, contractors and working men, bringing their families, 
moved into the valley to work on construction jobs. The majority of them 
lived here in sumer but left during the winter months and the population 
would vary as much as 50 to 75%. 


The White Pass Highway was completed to Packwood in 1929, most of the 
construction work un to this voint being dene by hand and with teams of 
horses. As the work proercssed above tom machinery became more popular, 
consequently more and large equipment was used as the road advanced, 


In the late 20's and early 30's the Game Department was under the 
Supervision of the County. Otto J. Beusch, Lewis County Game Warden, for 
several years yealized the value of planting fish in the high lakes and 
streams, Each summer he hired a pack string from Anderson and Combs, 
Sherman Combs doing the packing. For about six wesks they packed both 

eyed fish eggs from Packwood Lake and "fry" that were trucked to Packwood 
from hatcheries, into the high country for planting in some of the lakes 
and streams. Some of the first plantings were Walupt, Chambers and Glacier 
Lakes and Goat, Upper and Middle Forks of Johnson and Glacier Creeks inthe 
Johnson Creek and Cispus water sheds; Dumbbell, Hager, Backbone, Snow, Jug, 
Bluff and many more lakes as well as Summit, Carlton, Cortright, Big and 
Little Lava Creeks in the Cowlitz Water shed. Because of these early 
plantings there was excellent fishing in these lakes and streams for a 
number of years. This area should have more of this type of fish planting. 


ft was on one of these fish planting trips that a horse fell with 
Mr. Beusch near the Cowlitz Pass. He was seriously injured and had to be 
carried out to the "Tumac Springs" on a stretcher. The job was done with 
a mule and the voluntary help of about 25 men. Even So, it was no easy 
task as he weighed 250 pounds. By securing one stretcher handle on each 
Side of the mule it was possible for it to carry the front pert of the 
load all the way, The mule seemed to realize its responsibility as it 
handled the load as carefully as did the men on the other end of the 
stretcher, 


The construction of the Clear Fork Salmon Hatchery by the State Food 
Fish Bepartment was started in 1926. The purpose of the hatchery was to 
take the eggs from the salmon and eye them for Shipping to other places 
to be planted and to hatch the eggs at the hatchery and plant them back 
in the streams. Some years there were several million eggs spawned and 
hatched in this hatchery. By processing the eggs at the hatchery about.a 
90% hatch of the eggs would be obtained, compared to about a 6% hatch if 
the salmon were aliowed to spawn naturally. This hatchery was operated 
for several years by a superintendent and his assistant. The first super- 
intendent was M. B. Deadaan and his assistant was Herbert Sethe. Both 
families lived at the hatchery for several years. Mr. Deadman had to take 
their daughter seven miles to the nearest school at Packwood — then Lewis, 
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History - continued Page 11 


The Community Club was organized in 1930 for the purpose of improving 
and bettering the conditions of this community. It was instrumental in 
securing the bridge across the Cowlitz River and Butter Creek, also many 
road improvements. It worked very diligently for a new school house as 
well as many other public improvements. The present Improvement Club is 
the outgrowth of this Community Club. 


By this time the name Lewis had lost its significance, besides there 
was considerable confusion in the mails due to similar names (Fort Lewis 
and Lewis County) so the name was changed to Packvood in 1930. 


A Yakima Company took an option on and started developing the "Davis! 
coal mines. They built a camp at the mines toaccomodate about twenty-five 
men. They worked parts of two summers installing machinery and comple ting 
the plant. The coal had been tested and proven to be exceptionally good, 
in fact, one of the very few deposits of anthracite coal in the west. After 
the completion of the plant they discovered that they had installed the wrong 
machinery and for lack of funds to make necessary corrections the project 
was abandoned. 


There was a C. C. C. Camp built in Packwood in 1933, which was under 
the supervision of the Forest Service for several years, then was turned 
over to the &, R. A. for a short period, later being taken over by the 

National Park Service and again used as a C. C. C. Camp. 


The Soda Springs ¢Tumac Springs) and Johnson Creek Roads were built 
by the Forest Service about 1934. Construction of the east side highway 
was started in 1932 at the present "Y" by the State of Washington and 
completed by the U. S. Bureau of Public Roads to connect with the Chinook 
Pass Highway at Cayuse Pass in 190. The Stephens Canyon Road, to connect 
the east side highway with Paradise Valley, was started in 1933 but the 
work was discontinued during the war and the read has never been completed, 


The suspension bridge across the river was built cooperatively by 
Lewis County, U. S. Forest Service and C. C. C. labor in 193k. At the 
completion of the bridge there was a dedication celebration. Mrs. Mary 
Hall, the oldest living pioneer, cut the ribbon. During the celebration 
&@ pageant was givem and programmed for this event was an Indian crossing 
the riyer in a canoe, a pack string fording and swimming the river and 
Some people crossing in a basket on a cable crossing which is located 
just above the bridge. 


Henry and Wes Kerr, electricians for the C. C. C. Camp, could visualize 
the possibilities for this part of the country so they moved their sawmill 
here and installed an electric power plant on Hager Creek. This furnished 
power to run the mill. and lights for Packwood and vicinity. About this 
same time, Sherman Combs put in a public water system, the water being 
taken from Snyder Creek a short distance below Snyder Lake. Packwood 
had become a thriving little village. 


The Packwood school became so crowded that the community hall was used 
temporarily and some of the older pupils were sent to Randle. Henry Kerr 
was elected school director - Packwood's first director - and the present 
school was built in 1937 and 38. Another room was added ten years later. 
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History - continued Page 12 


When World War II was declared in 191 the Government cancelled all 
existing road contracts and construction crews moved away. This looked 
like a repetition of the slack period of World War I but it was actually 
the reverse. ‘The army needed an enormous amount of lumber. It was nec- 
essary for the lumber used for certain purposes to have the proper tensile 
Strength. Testing nroved the slow-growing timber of this region was the 
best that could be oviained. 


Prior to this time there had been very few Forest Service timber sales, 
these were small special use sales of posts, poles, etc. When the lumber 
was needed for the aimy the Forest Service policy was changed and they be- 
gan making timber snies. Af Sirst only a small amount of timber was sold 
for local mills but as tne demand became greater more timber was sold. 

These large emowiss had to come from higher in the mountains where no 
roads existed so the only feasible way to get the timber cut was to make 
sales jarge enough to justify the purchaser making roads, the road expense 
being deducted from the sale price. 


A number of these Marge sales have been made, the footage of each sale 
running into millicns of feet of timber. Smith Creek was the first and 
following in order Davis Creek, Johnson Creek, Skate and Willame Creeks 
and Summit Creek saies, Miles of roads were built with each sale, some 
of them dead ending at the saie, while Johnson Creek Road connects with 
the Cispus Road and the Skate Creek road forms a connecting link between 
White Pass and the Mountain Highway. 


These sales were purchased by large lumber concerns on the Sound and 
practically all of the logs were taken out to be manufactured. Small timber 
sales were made regularly by the Forest Service, usually purchased by 
Packwood Lumber or by "Gypo"' loggers, It has been from these sales and 
private timber that the local mills have been operating. Private timber 
will be depleted in a few years and then the local mills will be dependent 
entirely on Forest Service timber. 


In 192 the Federal Housing Authority rebuilt and converted the old 
C., C. C. Camp into fizteen apartments, This eased the housing considerably 
but it has always been a serious problem. More and better houses are 
continually being built. 


In 19) Packwood Lumber Company changed hands ~ (see Packwood Lbr. 

Co. story). The following year the new owners built a new modern mill 
and tore the old one down. The mill runs two shifts daily and employs 

in the neighborhood of 100 men in the mill, office and trucking opera- 
tions. An additional 50 men or more are employed in the logging woods. 
It is the largest sourvze of employment we have. With the financial 
assistance of this company the Morten Telephone Company extended the tele- 
phone line to Packwood, greatly increasing the phone service. 


The P. U. D. extended their power lines to Packwood in 199 and were 
able to furnish lights and power to all expept Packwood Lumber, who manu- 
factured their own until recently when the P. U. D. increased their capa 
city and now has plenty of power for all, 
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History - continued : Page 13 


Following the close of the war in 1945 road construction was revived, 
After two years the White Pass Highway was completed in 1951. The White 
Pass Highway Association supervised the dedication which was held at the 
summit of the Pass, 


Due to the Jarge amount of lumbering, construction w rk on the high- 
ways and location oY various goverment agencies in this locality Packwood 
has enjoyed a steady growth and improvement. We now have a good school 
with five class rooms, basement with kitchen and dining room and a gy 
two churches; post office; U. S. Forest Ranger Station; State Liquor Store 
and State Fish Hatchery. We have electric lights and power, water systen, 
phone service and an airport adjoinging town. There are two up-to-date 
grocery stores in town aml one on the outskirts, one hotel in town and one 
lodge in outskirts; three good restaurants, one barber shop, several gar- 
ages and service stations, a number of cabin camps, an apartment court, 

@ riding stable, Rodeo grounds, several. small mills and one shingle mill 
besides the "Biggest Little Mill in the West". There is also a ten acre 
plot which is platted for home sites and is being built up by local resi- 
dents. Two modern trailer courts are being built. 


Packwood has always been famous for its out of door recreation: 
scenic horseback trips, rodeos, hunting and fishing,trapping and winter 
sports; Pack and saddle horses have always been very much in evidence, 
(At one time there were close to 200 head of pack and saddle horses being 
operated out of Packwood.) For several years there has been an annual 
rodeo which compaiec with some of the much larger shows. Hunting and fish- 
ing have been good; game consisting of deer, bear, elk, cougar and wild 
cats. Mountain goats, which are protected, are becoming quite numerous. 
There are also some ducks and phéasants. The lakes and streams have a 
Variety of Rainbow, Eastern Brook, Montana Black Spot and Cutthroats, 
Trappers are reasonably sure of catches of martin, mink, muskrats and 
coyotes and occasionally an otter, fisher or wolverine. There are plenty 
of beaver which are protected. 


The progress of the community has been due largely to its business 

and social activities. There have been a number of different clubs organ- 
ized; Garden Club, P. T. A., Debating Club. Rod and Gun Club, Riding Club 
Toastmasters, Packwood Imrovement Club and Packwood Self-Study Group. 

It has been through the cooperation and hard work in these clubs that the 
community derived some of its most important achievements. Some of these 
were the school house and additional school grounds, the bridge across 
Butter Creek and improvements on the County Road on the north side of the 
River, the suspension bridge across the Cowlitz River, Garbage dump, 
Community Club grounds and a start on the new community hall. 
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For the information furnished in this report we are deeply indebted 


to the following: 


Story 


Davis History 
Hall Family 
Sethe Story 
Hager Family 
Snyder Brothers 
Burton Family 
Owens Brothers 
John Blankenship 
Js Ta Bivi 
Clark Alien Huntington 
Combs Family 
Some of My Life at 
Sulphur Springs 
D. H. Blankenship 
Anderson Famiiy 
Hackney Family 
Higgins Family 
Mullins Faniiy 
Martin Family 


FAMILY HISTORIES 
Contributor 


Vera Davis 

Alice Hall 

Emma Huntington 
Bessie Severson 
Herbert Cooper 
Sylvia Euster - Wm. Burton 
Myctle Tuttle 
Arieta Sanders 
Mrs. Wm. Bivin 
Hazel Gallen 
Sherman Combs 
Mary Huntington 
J» I, Blankenship 
Hubert Anderson 
Emma Kauer 
Elizabeth Hall 
Myrtle Cork 

Emma Huntington 


SOURCES OF HISTORICAL INFORMATION 


Paul D. Bentley, P. O. Inspector 

Chapin D. Foster, Sec. State Historical Society 

Le L. Perrin, Manager N. P. Railroad 

Je He Agner, Freight Agent, C. Me & St. P. Railroad 
Guy R. Ramsey, Post Office Historian 

Lewis County Auditor and office staff 


Lewis County Engineers 


Forest Service History 

C. C. C. Camp 

Garden Club 

Assembly of God Church 

Kerr Brothers 

Pack and Saddle Horse 
Business 

Packwood Lumber Co. 

White Pass Highway 

La Wis Wis Legend 

Hiaqua Hunter 


SPECIAL ARTICLES 


William Sethe 
William Heckman 
Cathy Taro 


Mrs. V. Hanson & Louise Lyda 


Wesley P. Kerr 


Irene Anderson 

Helen Arneult - Uno Ostrom 
Je A. Combs 

Garden Club 


"The Mountain That Was God" 


Address 


Randle 

Randle 

Packwood 
Chehalis 

Morton 

Seattle & Randle 
Tacoma 

Packwood 
Chehalis 

Santa Rosa, Cal. 
Packwood 


Centralia 
Packwood 
Randle 
Randle 
Brownstown 
Randle 
Packwood 


Seattle 

Tacoma 

St. Paul, Minn. 
Tacoma 
Portland, Ore. 
Chehalis 
Chehalis 


Packwood 
Packwood 
Packwood 
Packwood 
Randle 


Packwood 
Packwood 
Packwood 
Packwood 
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Sources of Information - continued Page 2 


SPECIAL ARTICLES 


Cowlitz Pass Country ) 
Ohanapecosh ) 
Packwood Lake ) Sherman Combs Packwood 
V. D. Company ) 
Rodeo History ) 


We want especially to thank Laura Estes and Charles L. Hall for the 
valuable infoxmation they so graciously furnished; Helen Arnault for many 
hours of typing; Al Arnault, Aima Anderson and Vera Davis for mimeo- 
graphing: tvene Anderson for making drawings for cover and Jackie Heinrich 


for stenciiiing cover; J. Ae Combs for making the map. 


HISTORY COMMITTEE 


Mrs. Sherman Combs, Chairman 


aye Mat 
Ry ait 
atte 
" 4 
’ 
ea Or ek 
. 10 


e 7 
ih oh OG ig 


“29 ent 


THE DAVIS FAMILY 


In the spring of 1883, the Davis femily chose to come to the Big 
Bottom country to seek a new home, They were living at Claquato, 
Washington Territory. levi Adrian Davis had come to Claquato in 1851 
and had married and raised his family there. He had been disappointed 
when Chehalis was made the county seat instead of Claquato so wished 
to make a new home and hello build up a new place for people to live 
and prosper. The Davis‘ that followed the early Indian Trail into the 
eastern end of Lewis County were Mr. L. A. Davis and three sons, Harry K., 
Lewis H., and Syrenus A. Each chose 160 acres adjoining each other, or 
a whole section ot land. The three sons spent two summers working on 
their honesteacs making preparations for a permanent home for themselves 
and their father and stepmother. They made their summer camp at Kitchen 
Rock, 


A sturdy log cabin was built for the family home. The main cabin 
had a front room and becrocm, A large kitchen was built as an ell to 
the cabin. The attic, or sleeping quarters, was reached by a stairway 
from the front room, A large shed was built at the back of the cabin 
to use as a woodshed as well as to house small tools. One corner was 
screened to use as milk room, A small room was built under this shed 
to provide sleepine quarters for the hired girl. (Ida Olsen Smith work- 
ed for the Davis family several years). The front room had a fireplace 
for heat as well as light in the long winter evenings. The bedroom had 
a very small bathtub built under the stairway for Mrs. Davis' use. In 
the kitchen the menfolks fixed a tank, built of cedar, on the wall to 
hold water. It was connected to the cookstove to provide lots of hot 
water but, of course, the tank had to be filled with a bucket. The 
interior of the house was finished with hand split cedar. Windows 
were pacited in from Chehalis. 


Much cedar was used on this homestead to make fences. Rails about 
10 feet long were split and piled in zig-zag fashion about 5 or 6 feet 
high. This type of fence was called a snake or worm face. Picket 
fences were used to make tighter fences for hog or chicken yards. 


The Davis family built a big tarn in the early years of homestead- 
ing in this country. It was built of fir and cedar, being built in two 
sections. The east section was completed first. It was a post type 
barn, with plates and rafters of fir and cedar used for the sides and 
roof. The main bern was about 30 by 140 feet with a 20 foot shed all 
around it. In the summer of 1891 they cured 85 tons of hay to put in 
their barn. That year they kept 300 head of cattle. Other buildings 
on the nlace were hog house, sheep shed, chicken house and shed for 
the beehives. The big barn was in use until it collapsed under the 
weight of the winter snow in 1950. 


In 189) a hop house was built to care for the crop of hops grown 
that year. Hops were raised for two years. The Sethe family picked 
the first box out of the field. Mr. Stephenson was yard boss the 
first year and Frank Gates was boss the second year. The hops were 
dried and baled; then hauled by wagon to Chehalis. 
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The Davis Family - continued Page 2 


Ground was cleared by horse and man parer. Davis also owned a 
team of oxen which proved to be of great value to clear the ground in 
preparation for the planting of crops. Timothy was the first grass 
seeded as it grew easily without much ground cultivation. Grain was 


in bins. The first years, everyone used hand tools - grub hoe, scythe, 
cradle and rake. Sleds were used to haul things on until wagons were 
brought in on horseback and put together on the place. The first binder 
and mowing machine was packed in on horseback and assembled on the place. 


Mr. Davis planted a large orchard of Ben Davis apple trees but 
they were a disappointment when they bore fruit. The fruit did not 
taste like the Ben Davis apples in his old childhood home in Indiana, 
Pears, prunes, cherries and nut trees were set out in his orchard, 
also. Friendly Indians gave the early settlers grain to plant, as 
well as Jenny Lind potatoes, which had very deep eyes, to raise on 
their new ground, 


Mrs. Davis had a herb garden for medicinal use and a flower gar- 
den for her pleasure. Tansy along the side of the present highway in 
the vicinity of the old Davis place are from her original herb garden, 
Mrs. Davis used to say her Flowers were her neighbors in those first 
lonely years in this county. She was the lone white woman this fer 
east in the county. She insisted on a tight fence around her garden 
to keep the dogs and hunting hounds from destroying her plants, 


The Davis boys owned several hunting hounds, the favorite being 
called Dash, Dash had the reputation of being able to track anything. 
At one time he picked up a queer looking track in the snow and follow- 
ed it. The track proved to be made by one of the neighbors who had 
wrapped gunny sacks around his feet to keep them warm, 


The distance to Chehalis was Supposed to be 75 miles, but in those 
days the distance was measured by days of travel over the rough winding 
Indian trails. The pack horses had to climb over logs and jump fallen 
trees if they couldn't go around them. Indian dugout canoes were used 
to take supplies across the Cowlitz River. The Big Bottom could be 
reached by way of Mossyrock with a place to ford the river at Fulton. 
Another way to come was by way of Cinebar and Bremer. "Going out" or 
going "outside" meant a trip to Chehalis by horseback or later by wag- 
on. On one of their trips to Chehalis for supplies the Davis menfolks 
were asked what they had up there to boast about. They replied, "We 
have everything - a real menagerie - a couple of wolves, a bear, a tame 
deer and a white woman", 


Mr, Davis was very anxious for a postoffice to serve this neighbor- 
hood as more settlers arrived to make their homes. His application for 
& postoffice was granted on the lth of June in 1890 and he was named 
postmaster. He named the office Cora in honor of his favorite niece, 
Cora M. Ferguson Patterson, He was postmaster until the time of his 
death in 1901. Then Mrs. Lewis H, Davis (Mary F.) was in charge for 
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The Davis Family - continued Page 3 


five years. Syrenus Davis was postmaster until 1908 when the office 
was discontinued. All mail was brought in on horseback by mail carr- 
ier. Frye and Knapp had the first contract to carry mail for four 
years, They re-bid the contract for the second four year period, but 
sublet it to Rempt Uden. Meil was delivered about once a week, 


Beef cattle were raised and when ready for market were driven to 
Chehalis. Sheep were another source of income. The wool was sheared 
and packed in long sacks, then the sheep were fattened and driven to 
market. Hogs were butchered and meat was cured into hams and bacons. 


gave them strained honey, beeswax and comb honey to sell, 


Mr. Davis was know as Uncle Ed by his neighbors. His door was 
Opened with a hearty welcome to friends and Strangers. "Core in" was 
the greeting called to all who came his way in those pioneer days. 
He gave the first dance in this vicinity on Feb. 1), 1893 in his home 
and invited everyone to cone and enjoy his hospitality. Al Brown and 
Bert Purcell were the musicians for the dance. Later, dances and other 
social gatherings were held in the hop house. Fourth of July was always 
a day of great celebrations a big all day picnic in the fir grove and 
an all night dance in the hop house. 


Mr. Davis was also the Justice of Peace and performed the first 
marriage up here when Clara Haralson and Joseph Moorcroft were married 
on March 16, 1893. 


On the Davis place one of the first tragic deaths occurred. 
William Jobe, a worker on the place, was gored by a large Holstein 
bull. His grave was the first one in the Silver Creek cemetery, 


Traveling missionaries brought the church to the early settlers, 
Mr, Delano, on his big black horse, was known as the "Saddle Bag 
Missionary", In the summer he preached outdoors and in the winter 
in the school house or hop house. 


The first school house was made ready by Al Gilleland, Ed Pixlee, 
Jess Burton, Jim and Tim McAndrews, Mr. Burton and Fd and Harry Owens, 
Mr. Davis brought in the first teacher from Chehalis, a Mr. Flint, 


Neighbors of the Davis family were Frank Gates, Ed Kilborn, Judge 
Pierson, Joe Von Oy, Martin Karr and Fred Sethe. 


Baptiste Kiona was also a neighbor and a very good friend. He was 
an Indian, the son of Columbus Kiona, the leader of the Cowlitz Klick. 
itat tribe. "Bat" worked for the Davis fanily. He told them about 
some coal he had found in the hills so the Davis' built a cabin near 
the mines and did some work toward developing them. When the ferry 
was put into operation at Cora, Bat was the ferry tender. . 


Martin (Chris) Karr, a native of Denmark, worked on the Davis 
ranch in the early days. The bottom land was all taken when he decided 
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The Davis Family - continued Page 


to file on a homestead so he located about three miles above Cora 

Bridge. He married Sally Curtis and raised three children, Mary, 

Fred and Virgil. Mary, now Mrs. Ed Watkins, and Virgil. still live 
on the old place. 


Joseph Von Oy was on the place nearest the Davis' homestead, He 
was from Germany. Many are the stories told of his great strength and 
how he would hitch himself up with a horse to plow. He set out an 
orchard of pear and prune trees. Lilke so many early pioneers he shared 
the dream of the early coming of a railroad so all produce could. be 
easily marketed. 


On the other side of the river lived Judge Pierson and Frank Gates 
and family. Mrs. Frank Gates was a daughter of Mrs. L. A. Davis, 
These two places now make the Hubert Anderson place. 


Harry K, was the first of the Davis men to choose a wife. He was 
married to Lottie J. Gilleland on March 23, 1897 at her mother's home, 
Their first hone was a small cabin on the Davis place, Their second 
home was built nearer the other Davis buildings. When the place was 
sold, Harry reserved a portion for his home near the river and lived 
there until his death in 1930. 


Lewis H. married Mary F. Gilleland on July 3, 1901 at Mor ton, 
Wash. Mary F, and Lottie J. were sisters, both being daughters of 
Mrs. John Blankinship. 

Syrenus A, married Laura Hall on Oct. 29, 1901 at the Hall home. 


Following are portions from a diary kept by Mary F. Davis, which 
tell much about pioneer life in the early 1900's: 


Aug. 1, 1901 - Got through haying today. 

Aug. 6, 1901 - Bat is cradling the oats today. Harry 
and Bob McAllister bound the oats. 
Harley raked, Very warm today. 


All went to church at Vance. 


Aug. 11, 1901 


Oct. 9, 1901 Strained honey and melted beeswax 


today. 


Oct. 26, 1901 Lewis, Harry and Syrenus logged on 


Syrenus place all day. 


Charley Blankenship bought turkeys. 
He paid $20.00 down end will pay rest 
when he comes back from Tacoma, 


Oct. 315, 1901 
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The Davis Family - continued 


Nov. 6, 1901 -- 


Dec. 2, JL90L 


Jan. 11, 1902 


Feb. 22, 1902 


Feb. 25, 1902 


Mar, 6, 1902 = 


Mar. 17, 1902 


Mar, 22, 1902 - 


Apr. 2, 1902 - 


Apr. 22, 1902 


May 8, 1902 « 
June 5, 1902 -- 
June 13, 1902 = 


July 4, 1902 - 


Syrenus started to Chehalis. I went 
as far as Judd Siler's with him to 
get sworn in as acting postmaster. 
Charged me 25 cents, Lewis and Harry 
cut timbers for sheep shed, 


Lewis fixed 117 lbs. honey to send out. 


Harry went after shingle bolt crew in 
the wagon. They are to cut fer Will 
and Joe Von Oy on the Ed Owen's place. 
Harry plowed place for onions. Lewis 
raked and sowed. Lovely day. Dance 
at hop house. A big crowd there, 


Broadbent came up to brand shingle 
bolts. 


Raining. The boys did the chores and 
made a skid road in the afternoon. 
snowing in the evening. 


Lewis and Harry finished the landing 
end skid road by the river today. 


Broadbent paid Lewis and Harry $2.50 
per day to clean out the drift. 
Raining. 


Ail the boys hauled shingle bolts « 
Lewis, Harry, Bob McAliister and 
Fred Sethe hauled 25 cords. 


Assessor here. Harry save in the 
stock. Haining. Mr. Kenney stayed 
all night. Charged 50 cents. 


High water. Lewis sheared sheep today. 
Had one swarm of bees. 


Harry started out today with the wool. 
He took out 16 bales. 


Harry got in from Chehalis this 
afternoon. 


Dance at the hop house at night. 
Mamma gave the oyster supper. Raining 
hard. 
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Aug. 13, 1902 


Aug. 20, 1902 


sep. 1, 1902 


10, 1902 


26, 1902 


Nove. 25.1902 


Dec. 18, 1902 


Jan. 3, 1903 


May 12, 1903 


May 2h, 1903 


June 3, 1903 


July 10, 1903 
July 13, 1903 


July 31, 1903 


Aug. 10, 1903 
Aug. 15, 1903 


12, 1902 | 


The Davis Family - continued 


Cradled oats this forenoon. In the 
afternoon want to look for a deer 
that Dash put in the river, 


Hauied oats this forenoon. Lewis 
hoed in garden. Two men, one lady 
and boy ate dinner here, $1.25. 


Set fire to slashing. Conrads came at 
noon today, they are on way across the 
mountains. Conrads had iG head of 
horses and 32 head of cattle, 


Harry started out this morning with 
60 head of sheep. 


Big fire on the Cispus. Very smoky. 
Harry left sheep below aml came home. 


Went hunting, killed a big buck. 
Lewis and I went fishing caught 33 
large trout. 


Rendered lard all day. 


Threshing peas. Lewis worked on sled. 
The water is very high. The mail 
carrier didn't come. Tramping out oats. 


o 


Lewis making roads to haul bolts. 


Hauled bolts today. Bee killed a bear 
today, his first bear. 


Lewis sheared sheep today. Harry went 
to Ed Ovens after potatoes, bought 10 
bushels for 50 cents per bushel, 


Syrenus got back with binder. Conrads 
came over with 170 head of horses. 


Putting binder together. 

Hauled hay for Bat. Lewis made road 
for binder into the barley. Kneeland 
and Swofford here to buy cattle. 

Put up Home Comfort stove today. 


Magic Lantern and phonograph show at 
the hop house. A large crowd present. 
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The Davis Family - continued Page 7 
Sept. 14, 1903 - Dirging potatoes. Five surveyors 
here all night, $2.25, 


Nov. 8, 1903 The threshers came today. 


Dec. 9, 1903 Lewis and Harry started out. Had 
he? lbs. honey strained and 80 lbs, 


section honev. 


July h, 190) Lovely day. Large crowd at dance 


and picnic. 


July 31, 190, = Conrads brought over 90 head of 
horses. Traded for a horse. 


Mar. 6, 1905 - The mail sack was lost in the 
Cowlitz River, 


Nov. 3, 1905 Pankengham started out with the 


cattle. 


Cass Harrison came up to look at 
cascara bark, 


Nov. 15, 1905 


Aug. 27, 1906 - Albert Bellows set fires on his place 
Sunday, Fires got away burnt Tom 
Bivins' and Al's barn up and all their 
fences, * 
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THE HALL FAMILY AND HOW IT HAPPENED _ 


Charles Lyman Hall was born in New Haven, Connecticut in 1853. He 
worked for a while in his father's spoon factory then at 18 he journeyed 
west with the railroad, setting vp mills on the right-of-way until he 
reached Arizona. Fate was waiting. 


Mary Cosgrove was born in 1860 in Stoke-On-Trent, Staffordshire, Eng- 
land. When five years old, she was placed en an old windjammer, with her 
name and destination oiried to her pinafore and sailed around the horn to 
America to join hex family. Later they traveled with a wagon train working 
on the railroad right-of-way in Arizona. 


Charles and Mary were married at Flagstaff, Arizona in 1878 and five 
children, (Laura, vharles, Jv., Ethel, George and Fred), were born to them 
before they moved to Tenino seeking a temporary shelter for the family while 
Charles found and scttied on a homestead. He thought a raikroad ‘would soon 
be built into the Big Bovtom and decided to settle there, 


When Charles, Sr, came into this sectian of the country in 1890 there 
were only 20 families settied here from the present Cora Bridge up. He 
located his homestead on the banks of #311 Creek and then went back to Ten- 
ino to bring the famiiy in. Tho children ranged in ages from nine to two. 

They moved from Tenino to Chehalis by railroad cabocse, from Chehalis to 
three miies this side of Randle by covered Wagon, then to Sulphur Springs 
(as this vicinity was then called) on foot and on horseback. The covered 
wagon was driven by Andy Stouts, uncle of H. B, Blankenship. The one room 
log cabin to which the family moved stood in the middle of the present 
highway site. Hall crcek afforded fine source of water for the dirty 
clothes of the five little Halls. 


The sixth member of the younger Halls, Harold, arrived in the little 
@abin on Hall Greek in 1693. He was the fourth white child born in Sul- 
phur springs. Two years later a little girl was born but did not live and 
was laid to rest in a homemade casket which Mr. Hall had to make and bury. 


The first school the children attended was located on the site of the 
present Brook Haynes: Ranch. Mrs. Spencer taught in the one room building. 
The Halls had to move fox the three months of school which was held during 
the summer months. The old Pixley place, which is near the present Johnny 
Scali home, was the summer home. 


In the winter of 1293 the Hall home burned to the ground with all 
possessions lost. An old shack on the bank of the river was all they had 
for shelter for the xemainder of the winter. The present log house was 
built end compictsa by 1905. Newspapers cut in scallops served for cur- 
tains and even the pictures and advertising pages of magazines were utilized 
to paper the large "flop" recom upstairs. It was very interesting to lie 
on the bed and travei to ail parts of the world by pictures. 


Dances in the various homes were the only form of amusement. The Fourth 
of July aiways called for a picnic which lasted all day and a dance which 
lasted all night. Music was furnished by Mrs. Phoebe Burton who played 
the Jew's Harp. . 
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Hall Family - continued Page 2 


Life was exciting in the wide open spaces when such inoidents as these 
happened: George was driving shingle bolts down to the Cowlitz River via 
Hall Creek and a 64 foot cougar protested his presence. George picked up 
a club and killed the ccugar, Or when Fred and Harold built a small shack 
in the middle of the road to catch two famous outlaws who were feared to be 
loose in this area. ‘they ptanned to feed them hotcakes, using pitch for 
syrup. However, scme men came through and moved the shack, which immediately 
Collapsed so the ovtlaws didnit geo caught. Ox when Fred and Harold (You 
could depend upon them te keep the family in the headlines) roped the banker 
in tandie and chased the people in dcors, 


The Halls iad wany Lean years with only carrots, rutabagas and pota- 
toes for food, with dried berries for fruit, dried wild raspberry leaves 
for tea and reasted wheat, peas and chicory for coffee. Laura made straw 
hats out of wheat swenw grown in the field, Several floods took their toll 
of chickens and cattle. 


Charles, Sr. became postmaster of Sulphur Springs in September 1902. 


Charles, Jr. rode horseback to read gauges for the Portland Railroad 
Power and Light Developing Company, taking water measurements for seven years 
from eight miles up Jchnson Creek to Clear Fork. In 1912 he married Millie 
Meyers, Iowa school teacher, who was teaching at Lewis (Packwood). Later 
they owned end operated the only store in Lewis. In 191) a son was born 
to them, Charles J., who was kiiled ia the woods in California in 19)7. 
Millie passed away in a Tacoma Hospital foilowing an operation in 1922 and 
Charles is now living in the old home. 


In 1901 while the Hall family lived at the Bivins! place, Laura married 
Syrenus Davis, a native of Claquato, Washington. They moved to Napavine 
where Syrenus drove a six-horse logging team. Later they moved back to 
Sulphur Springs where a daughter, Berneice, was born to them in 1903. They 
also lived at the Davis place when Syrenus was Postmaster. Syrenus passed 
away in 1928. More than a year later, Laura married William J. Estes who 
departed from this earth in-1938 and Laura now residea with Charles in the 
old home. 


Ethel married Herman Barnett, whose mother was a niece of Billy Packwood 
who came into this country to develop the Coal Mines. They were married in 
the new house in 1906. Herm became a trapper. In 2907 a son, Hollis, was 
born, followed in 1908 by a daughter, Zelma. In 191) Herm became a Park 
Ranger and they moved into the Park where they lived until his retirement 
in 1944. They now live in Everett Washington, 


George Was a surveyor, working on the location of the Chinook Pass, 
North Coast Railroad survey across the Cascades and for the Valley Develop- 
ment Company surveying around Packwood Lake. In June 1917 he married Clara 
Fredericks, a Chehalis school teacher. In 1917 he enlisted in the Army and 
served overseas with the Engineers until June 1919. They then moved to 
Seattle and George went to work for the City. He retired in 1993. A son, 
George, dr. was born in 1925, The George Halls now live on a small place 
in Claquato. 
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Hall Family = continued Page 3 


Fred was a packer, working for the Forest Service off and on from 1916 
to 1937. He served in the Army at Fort Lewis from 1917 to 1919 and married 
Elizabeth Higgins in 1918 while on a pass from the Army. He moved to Hast- 
ern Washington where he was a Superintendent in the C.C.C.'s for several 
years, later purchasing a “arge ranch near Hanford, Washington which was 
taken over by the govenment for the Atomic Bomb plant site. They now 
reside on a ranch near Brownstown. 


Harold drove a freight wagon from Morton to Lewis for five or six 
years prior to becoming a Ranger for the Mount Rainier National Park, a 
position he held from i918 to 1950 when he was retired on disability because 
of a back injury. He married Alice Nettnin, a Puyallup secretary, in 1932. 
They were living in the Park when a son, Richard, and a daughter, Jeanette, 
were born.. In 1937 tho family moved to Ohanapecosh where they lived until 
Harold's retirement in 1950. They now reside on the Anchor H Ranch near 
Packwood. 


Charles, Sr. passed away November 7, 19777 and Mary passed away 
January 29, 1950. 


THE SETHE STORY 
Written by Emma Sethe Huntington 


In July 1891 Fred H. Sethe - wife and seven children left Anacortes, 
Wash. for the Big Bottom country in Lewis County where land was free, 
just for living on it and clearing a percent of it. 


The wagon road went as far as Bremer. There he left his family, 
took his oldest son, Fred, who was twelve, and started for the back 
country to look for land. They went on foot, stopping the first night 
at Joe Chilcoat's at Randle (where most everyone stopped), The second 
night they stayed at John Blankinship's (then known as Sulphur Springs) 
always asking for land but always getting the same answer, "All taken 
around here, you must go further up", 


The third day he arrived at what is now Packwood. Here he staked 
out four forties - one fourth mile wide and one mile long - and put up 
his notice of intent to file on an old stump on the land that is now 
the Combs place. Walking up the trail a bit he came to August Snyder's 
Cabin, told him about the claim he had staked out. August told him the 
land was not good as it was just an old burn and wouldn't raise any- 
thing, but Sethe had found free land. He asked to leave Fred while he 
returned for the family so August kept him until the family returned, 


The family had to come in by horseback, which took several days 
By that time the neighbors talked it over and thought it a good idea 
if Sethe would move onto a place Mr. Dodge had filed on but had left 
for more than six months. (After one had left a place for six months 
he lost his right to it.) As there was already a small cabin on it 
some of the neighbors helped him build another cabin of logs and a plank 
floor, the children pulling moss from the trees to fill in between the 
logs. 


When they were nicely settled, Mr. Dodge wanted his place back, 
While they were in the County seat going through court, someone told 
Mrs. Sethe of a piece of land down the valley a few miles with some good 
land on it, a stream of water, and a nice place to build their cabin, 
The men in the neighborhood built her another cabin and she took her 
Seven children and half sack of flour and moved in. When Sethe return= 
ed she was making pancakes on the campfire for her little brood. 

(Dodge never came back to his claim.) 


Mr. Frank Kilborn, who was packing for people, took his string of 
pack ponies, went to town and brought back a cook stove and some ero= 
ceries--the staples being coffee, flour and beans. As there was no 
way of earning money up there, Mr. Sethe, who was a blacksmith, went 
out and set up a shop at Claquato (that being the main city until Chex 
halis grew ta then he moved his shop to Chehalis. Mrs. Sethe and the 
boys started to clear land, made a flume in the creek to bring the water 
closer to the house, built a little chicken house, pig pen and barn, 

The root house was dug into the ground. They got a cow and had three 
pigs which were given her by a neighbor for delivering a baby. 
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Someone gave her a little Timothy grass seed, as it ripened all had to 
help strip every head to get seed for a bigger patch, until they had a 
field of hay big enough to feed the cow. 

| 


There was no fruit so they picked wild berries. The blackcap, 
being in abundance, was gathered and dried. When they were cooked in 
the winter there wasn't much left but seeds. Coffee was sometimes not 
to be had so they let-the garden peas ripen - roasted them in the oven, 
then ground them in the old hand coffee mill, It made very good coffee. 
Pies were made by grating raw carrots and making them into a custard 
with eges and milk, Sugar was scarce and it cost 6¢ per pound. to get 
things packed in so they used honey. The hollow maple trees held many 
Swarms of bees. When they found a bee tree they cut it down, took the 
best honey, strained it by heating it. All that was mixed with the wood 
Was put in a big barrel and made into vinegar. But just before it came 
into vinegar -- Ah! 


With no conveniences, sewing was done by hand. Many times clothes 
were washed and mended while the children slept, but with much work and 
planning all were kept clean and well fed. Mrs. Sethe got her first 
sewing machine when she had her eleventh child, 


All holidays (which weren't many) were always celebrated by all 
families, taking the best foods they could afford and the bachelors 
furnishing the coffee and sugar, 


One fourth of July one family had no shoes for their children, 
So the women talked it over, took two old broadcloth overcoats from one 
family, a bunch of stockings that had been sent to another family and 
made moccasins from the coats. They mended the stockings and all the 
children looked alike as far as footwear was concerned. No child felt 
embarrassed or overly proud. After the picnic they went to the school 
house to dance until morning, They put the home made desks against the 
well to lay the babies on. Someone played the fiddle or harmonica and 
the pioneers really had themselves a time. They worked hard and also 
played hard. 


The first little school house stood where the old Will Owens (now 
Brook Haynes) home stonds. That was Harry Owens homestead. After he 
proved up he left to go to the Grays Harbor country to go in the lumber 
business. He said to use his house fora school house until another 
could be built. Mrs. Spencer was the first teacher. They were home- 
steading on Johnson Creek and rode all that way on horseback, After 
& year or two they built a new school house not far from the first. 

At first they had no windows so the women took sugar sacks, wet then, 
then stretched then tightly across the opening. School terms were only 
three months in the summertime as the children had to walk for miles to 
school and there were many streams without bridges to cross and which 
ran high in winter. Mr. Sethe. who still had his shop in Chehalis, 
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decided to take his daughter Alma out with him to go to s¢hool, There 
she took sick and died, Ne buricd her there, then came home and told 
his wife. In three days little Ella came along to take her place; 
Ella was the eleventh child. 


After they proved up they turned the land back to the Government 
for script and all moved into Chehalis where they lived for four years, 
They then bought 160 acres five miles above Randle where they lived 
until they died, November 192), within nine days of each other. 

They left many friends. 


THE HAGER HOMESTEAD 


Henry Hager homesteaded 160 acres one half mile east of what is 
now Packwood in 1891., having gone into the Big Botton country with 
Fred Sethe. Twenty-four years of age, tall and muscular and hard- 
working, he soon cleared a place for a house for which he cut and hewed 
the logs near the foot of Snyder momtain and carried them on his shoul= 
der across the swamp and threzgh heavy timber to the clearing. The 
house was a story and a half hign and about eighteen by twenty-eight 
feet in size with the roof extending on out over a large wood shed, 
which, years later, was enclosed and housed the first store above Randle. 
There was a large living room and kitchen combined and a bedroom down= 
Stairs. Table, bed stead and chairs were hand made, 


The house completed, Henry built a small barn and a smoke house 
for curing meat, but most of the time was spent clearing land. He made 
many farm implements, including a fanning mill for cleaning grain, 


John Snyder had filed upon a claim across the river and August upon 
the one above Havers, The men usually wont out to work in logging or 
Shinglebolt canps a few morths each year to earn money to buy food and 
clothing. Some fclluved the shingle bolt drives on the river in spring. 
As land was cleared and sewed to timothy, a few head of stock were drive 
en in or lead in over the trail, Soon a wagon road was built by vole 
unteer labor. A rough and muddy road it was and a trip to Chehalis 
and back required a weeks time and had to be made before the winter rains 
came, Each man took his turn hauling in supplies, usually enough to 
last a year. 


On New Years eve 1895, Henry and Mrs, Louvella Hayes, who had taught 
the Pioneer school the year before, were married at the Chilcoat home 
at Randle and left on horseback the next morning for the homestead 
twenty miles away. It was snowing hard and over the last few miles 
the horses broke trail through three feet of snow, Winter had come 
to the upper country but the log house was warm and comfortable. Cracks 
were well chinked with moss and the inside was lined with split cedar, 
planed smooth. 


Louella Stoughton Hayes had come west in June 1892 after the death 
of her husband during a typhoid fever epidemic, and her daughter Ruth 
was born in October at the home of her father and stepmother, the Elliot 
Stoughtons, near Kosmos, Louella had taugat school in Pennsylvania 
after graduating from Clarion Normal S0, after living in Lewis County 
for a Year, she took teacher's examinations and taught the first term 
of school held near her father's timber claim, The small log building 
also served as a community hall for verious things, including religious 
meetings, The meetings weve iong and most men of that time, including 
preachers, chewed tobacco so the young teacher often had some unpleasant 
cleaning up to do before opening school the following morning 
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Ruth had remained with her grandparents and when Henry went after 
her in the spring, twenty-one year old Will Stoughton returned with 
him, also. Lovella had filed upon a deserted claim near the pioneer 
school but, by her marriage, lost her right to acquire government land 
so turned it over to Will, whose coming was a great comfort to her. 
It was three miles to the nearest woman neighbor and life in the time 
ber was lonely for one who had grown up in a small eastern town among 
relatives and friends. Will didn't care for the solitary life either 
and often rode up for a visit, bringing his violin which he played well, 
Mrs. Tom Bivin often told how they would hear him coming up their trail 
in the evening, singing or yodeling as he rounded the lake, then he 
would play his violin for them. He gave Jim Burton his first violin 
lessons. Will stayed a couple of years and then returned to Pennsylvania 
to marry. 

Cordelia Hager was born in December 1896 and in a few more years 
there were five of us living in the log house, 


Several more acres of land had been cleared and a larger barn built 
west of the orchard. This barn burned in 1930. The sandy loam was rich 
and gardens flourished, raspberries had been planted and across the 
Swemp were wild gooseberries. Live stock consisted of a heavy work team 
called Ben and Buck, a small pony named Johnnie, Daisy the cow, several 
head of young cattle, pigs and chickens, 


I do not remember my father but have often heard men tell of what 
a worker he was. Mr. R, T, Siler told me that in mowing hay with a 
Scythe or cradling grain, he would circle the field one and a half 
times while the others went around once, and he would hold that pace 
all day, from early morning wmtil dark. When I was a few months old 
my father sustained a head injury and became ill so we left the home- 
stead while he sought medical treatment in Portland and Chehalis. 
Some of the cedar fence he built still stands and the trees he planted 
bear fruit. Hager Lake and Creek are named after him. 


Mother returned home after his death but, although the Snyders 
harvested her crops for her, she was not well and unable to feed and 
care for the stock, so sold all but the cow and chickens end one horse. 
Once when the loneliness proved too much, she piled the three of us on 
Ben and climbed on and headed for her stepmother's, forty miles away. 
Her father had died and all her relatives were in-the east. Mother 
always disclaimed any right to be called a pioneer and said she possess- 
ed none of the pioneering spirit many women did. One time someone sent 
her a note telling her to keep the children near the house and watch 
them carefully and not let them go near the woods. Some weeks later 
she learned that ea small pack of gray timber wolves had been seen not 
far away. That fall of 1902 she sold the rest of the stock and moved 
to Randle for the winter. Government claims had been thrown back into 
the forest reserve and to hold on we had to return from time to time. 
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The Hager Homestead - continued Page 3 


On Easter Sunday 1903, Mother married Franklin Lambert from 
Michigan, a new comer in the Valley. We spent our summers on the 
homestead and our winters at Vance where Ruth and Cordelia, and later 
I, attended the Maple Grove school. We children looked forward to the 
trips to and from the ranch but they were rather a chore for the grown- 
ups. It was an all day trip with picnic lunch at noon, Down the valley 
were close neighbors, school and church and gatherings such as basket 
socials and school programs and a Christmas tree at the church. But 
we loved the homestead. Snyder Creek, which flowed through our meadow, 
was warm for weding; Hager Creek was cold and full of small trout. We 
liked to hear the hoot owls at night and sometimes would see a blue 
crane standing on one leg in the swamp. Occasionally a deer would come 
to the edge of the clearing and once when Papa, Cordelia and I were 
on our way to Halls for the mail, I was skipping along ahead and sure 
prised a bear that was starting to cross the road. I don't now who 
was scared the most, the bear or me, > 


Our house faced Snyder Mountain and above the door were a pair of 
deer antlers and one of Johnnie's small shoes for luck. 


To the left of the small porch grew a dark red moss rose, started 
from a rose from Fronia Burton's bridal bouquet. Mother had gone to 
the wedding, the ceremony was performed by Judd Siler, newly appointed 
Justice of the Peace, and was his first. All the neighbors turred out 
for the wedding and the dinner which followed. Most of the settlers 
were bachelors and were more than pleased to accept an invitation to 
a good dinner and a chance to cast an eye about for a prospective young 
cook, The few women in the neighborhood lived so far apart they rarely 
Saw each other and welcomed a get-together, too. Weeks, or even months, 
sometimes passed that mother saw no other woman and it was usually from 
one to three weelkts between trips to the post office for the mail, 


The big fire of 1906 was still smouldering when we left the ranch 
for school that year. Logs and stumps were burning and a pall of smoke 
hung over the valley. The fire had been halted above Hall Creek but we 
had heard the roaring of the flames at our place, three miles away. 

The bridge had burned and we had to ford upstream and cut across Mr, 
Hall's hayfield. Tom Bivin and Al Gilleland had lost their barns and 
hay.- A spark had fallen unnoticed into a large box of bedding the 
Gillelands buried, so, although their house was saved, the bedding burn- 
ed. In places we had to detour around hot ashes or burning logs lying 
across the road. 


In 1907 more lend was thrown open for settlement and new families 
began moving in. My folks rented the ranch to the Al Huntington family 
and we remained at Vance that year. In March the Carlitz went on a ram~ 
page and caused the worst flood since the "Shoemaker Flood! years before 
when the Shoemaker femily was drowed. We lived on the Skinner place 
which was on high ground and everyone on the far side of the valley 
sought refuge there. They began coming in the evening, sore bringing 
the food they had prepared for supper; all night and next day they came 
until the log house held twenty-seven, and they stayed five days. Every 
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The Hager Homestead - continued Page 


day two men would go by canoe to the R. T. Siler farm to feed and milk 
the cows and bring back milk to supplement our fast dwindling food supply. 
Siler's barn was set on piling so was above the flood. All the other 
live stock had been driven to the hillsides. Beds were laid on the floor 
for the children and men, the latter taking turns sleeping and drying 
out in front of the fireplace, It rained steadily, water stood three 

or four feet deep in many houses, 


In June, Mother made her final annual trip to the Federal Lend 
office at Vancouver and received title to the homestead and brought Ruth 
home for the summer vacation. Cordelia and I stayod with grandma at 
Nesika while Mother was away end cn the way home on the mail stage she 
caught a cold and was very i721 with Pneumonia, lying uncenscious for 
several days. Dr. Lauman came and staysd wntil danger was past. Re- 
covery was slow and she was never so strong after that. 


In August, lfr, Huntington came to the mill at Vance for a load of 
lumber so mother, Cordelia and I returned with him and spent a week at 
the ranch, Newly peeled poles lay along the roadside. Telephones had 
come to Randle and Vance a few months before and now the line was being 
extended, 


When the Huntingtons moved into their new home on the Prairie in 
the spring of 1908 we went back to the ranch. The Combs family had home-= 
steaded on the Burn. Now there were enough children in the community 
for a school and mother wrote to the County Superintendent and event= 
ually a four months term was promised if local people would build the 
schoolhouse. A one room log building was erected by donation labor and 
in 1908 the first school was opened with Ernest Nebergall of Missouri 
as teacher and nine pupils; Anna, Audra and Sherman Combs, Herbert and 
Jeanie Cooper, Clark and Hazel Huntington and Cordelia and Bessie Hager. 


The first big social event was Huntington's house warming. All 
the neighbors were there and friends from down the country came by 
horseback or wagon, some for a distance of twenty-five miles, Music 
for dancing was furnished by Jim and Myrt2e Burton and a friend of theirs 
with viciin, mandolin and guitar. Conley Hampton also took his turn 
with the violin, A bountecus lunch was served at midnight, then the 
dancing continued until daylight, when some went home and others stayed 
for breakiast. A few, who had come a long way, spent the day. 


The first community Christmas tree was at our house. . The tree was 
decorated with garlands ef popcorn we and the Huntington children had 
strung and snapeon cictnes plus served as candle holders. Mother had 
made a lot of candies, including chocolate creams, and Mrs. Snyder 
sent taffy. We covered cornutepias with silver paper to hold the can- 
dies for each guest and they also served as a part of the decorations, 


There was a picnic the last day of school. Everyone went, there 
was a program and prizes were awarded for the best grades in spelling. 


The Hager Homestead - continued Page 5 


The Post Office was still known as Sulphur Springs. It had moved 
about, being located at various times at the John Blankinship's, Tom 
Bivins and at the Charles Hall home. - 

There was almost no market for produce, the only things saleable 
were livestock and hay. Amnual stock drives were conducted from Randle 
by the Conrad Brothers of Yakima end those living above sometimes drove 
down a few head. My stepfather was a cook by trade and knew almost no- 
thing about stock raising which played auch a vital part in the early 
day farming. Any work obtainable was seasonal, some went as far as Yak- 
ima to work in the harvest fields. (Papa usually ran a trap line in win- 
ter and two of the cabins he built in the mountains are still standing. 
A small mountain leke ad stream bear his name. When the season ended 
he would market his furs and thon busy himself with building fences, 
splitting shakes and clearing lend until planting time.) 


When the Valley Development Company set up camp he went up, hoping 
to get a job as cook but they had brought one with them. Mother had 
told Papa to see if they would buy some fresh vegetables but he was a 
"tin can" cook and wouldn't prepare them; so we snapped a whole flour 
sack full of green beans and papa hiked back up to canp with them but 
all he got was fifty cents. 


Charlie Hall read the water gauge at Lake Creek for the V. D. 
and also carricd the mail. Everyone made an oil cloth mail sack to 
hang by the road, so now we went only half a mile for our mail. 


In 1909 my folks sold the homestead to the Hugo Kuhnhausens. After 
spending that winter in Randle we moved to a small farm nine miles west 
of Chehalis. My stepfather died in 1912 following a thyroid operation 
and in 1913 Mother sold the farm and we moved to Chehalis. 


Ruth's vision was impaired and at thirteen she had entered the 
State school for the Blind at Vancouver. Sometime after graduating she 
attcnded the Northwestern Deaconess School in Scattle and engaged in 
religious work in Idaho and castern Oregon for many years. She lives 
now wth fricnds in Dundee, Oregon, 


Cordelia was studious like mother and after high school and State 
Normal, taught her first term at the school across the river from Pack- 
wood. She taught three terms, the last at Cispus, before her marriage 
in 1919 to Jocl Mcloy of Naches. She passed away tho following year. 


Mother worked cs a reporter for the Lewis County Advocate for 
twenty-seven years, retiring in 1940 and in 191 took a trip back to 
her old home in Pennsylvania. Her interests were wide and varied; 
education, politics, civic improvement all shared her attention. She 
was a charter member and past president of the Chehalis Soroptimist 
Club and the Business md Professional Women's Club, also of Sorop- 
timist's International. She read a great deal and possessed an insat- 
lable appetite for learning. She died in 1949 at the age of seventy- 
seven, 
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The Hager Homestead - continued Page 6 


Most of my life has been spent in Chehalis, I am glad I live 
where it is possible for my husband and me to go to my childhood 
haunts snd visit our friends there, and for them to come to see us. 
We watch with interest cach change end development in the community 
and are glad that "Packwood is still on the March", 


Bessie Hager Seversen 


HISTORY OF JOHN AND AUGUST SNYDER ASKVC63 


In the spring of the year of 1887 two young men, John and August 
Snyder bid farewell to their parents, German immigrants who had come 
to Madison, Indiana to seek their fortune. Little did either the young 
men or their parents realize that this was the last time they were to 
see one another on this earth, although all lived to old age. The 
brothers spent a vear in Little Rock, Arkansas and then boarded a 
freight for Tacoma, Washe | 


They heard of the Big Bottom country so made a trip there the 
following year, 1889. Each found a quarter section of land on which 
they filed "squatter's rights". August found a future home on what is 
now part of the town-of Packwood. He slashed and cleared a farm from 
the homestead and spent all of his life there. John chose a tract of 
land about four miles north and across the river. 


For a period of twenty years, John and August journeyed across 
the Cascade mountains into the Yakima valley, where they dried hops 
for the same growers year after year, returning about November first. 
This was a trip of apovroximately seventy miles and required three days 
each way. On one occasion, after John was married at the age of 38, 
he took his family along to work in the hop fields, picking hops. 
The family consisted of John, his wife and two step-children aged 
seven and eleven years. On the return trip the party stopped overnight 
at what was then the Russell ranch in Tieton Basin, now covered by 
water behind Rimrock Dam. The group then included August, George Hall 
and Park Harvey plus two horses and two year old Aberdeen Angus bull 
calves which the Snycers were leading home for breeding purposes. 
Snow had fallen to a depth of two feet on the summit and there was some 
talk of leaving Mrs. Snyder and the children, but Martha Snyder was not 
the type who turns back. As the cavalcade neared the summit, more snow 
was falling and the wind was blowing the snow so that it was difficult 
to follow the trail. However, the experience of the Snyders, gained 
from many years, proved its worth that day. After a very hard days 
travel, the West side was reached end comfortable lodging was found at 
the Davis Coal itines and they reached home the next day, very tired but 
without further incident. 


At the time of the first settlement of the Snyders, the most con- 
spicuous native wes Indian Jim Yoke and his wife. This friendly red 
man claimed he had been born near the junction of the Skate Creek and 
the Cowlitz River and if asked his age, his reply was "Over sixty". 

His relatives in the Yakima valley made yearly trips across to the west 
side of the mountains to pick huckleberries and dry salmon caught from 
the Muddy Fork of the Cowlitz River each fall. Often times a hundred 
or more Indians were encamped at this point in the fall, drying fish 
and berries to take back home. The men folks hunted deer and bear and 
the meat from these animals was elso dried for winter supplies. 
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Snyder History = continued Page 2 


John, unlike his brother, worked away from home cutting shingle 
bolts from the large stends of fine cedar timber in the Cowlitz Valley. 
These bolts were hauled by horse team on sleds and dumped into the river 
and floated down to Kelso to be mmufactured into shingles at the mill 
belonging to Metcalf anc Wade. In later years John built a trail across 
Skate Creek Pass to Bear Prairie as well as one to Packwod Lake. These 
were contract jobs and practically all the work was done by hand. In 
each instance the trail built was a replacement of the original Indian 
trail that had existed many years before. : 


Both Snyders lived the balance of their lives in the upper Cowlitz 
valley and each died after a long and useful life. 
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HISTORY OF JOHN AND AUGUST SNYDER 
ee eee 


In the spring of the year of 1887 two young men, John and August 
Snyder bid farewell to their parents, German immigrants who had come 
to Madison, Indiana to seek their fortune. Little did either the young 
men or their parents realize that this was the last time they were to 
see one another on this earth, although all lived to old age. The 
brothers spent a vear in Little Rock, Arkansas and then boarded a 
freight for Tacoma, Wash. : 


They heard of the Big Bottom country so made a trip there the 
following year, 1889. Each found a quarter section of land on which 
they filed "squatter's rights". August found a future home on what is 
now part of the town-of Packwood. He slashed and cleared a farm from 
the homestead and spent all of his life there. John chose a tract of 
land about four miles north and across the river. 


For a period of twenty years, John and August journeyed across 
the Gascade mountains into the Yakima valley, where they dried hops 
for the same growers year after year, returning about November first. 
This was a trip of approximately seventy miles and required three days 
each way. On one occasion, after John was married at the age of 38, 
he took his family along to work in the hop fields, picking hops. 
The family consisted of John, his wife and two step-children aged 
seven and eleven years. On the return trip the party stopped overnight 
at what was then the Russell ranch in Tieton Basin, now covered by 
water behind Rimrock Dam. The group then included August, George Hall 
and Fark Harvey plus two horses and two year old Aberdeen Angus bull 
calves which the Snycers were leading home for breeding purposes. 
Snow had fallen to a depth of two feet on the summit and there was some 
talk of leaving Mrs. Snyder and the children, but Martha Snyder was not 
the type who turns back. As the cavalcade neared the summit, more snow 
was falling and the wind was blowing the snow so that it was difficult 
to follow the trail. However, the experience of the Snyders, gained 
from many years, proved its worth that day. After a very hard days 
travel, the West side was reached end comfortable lodging was found at 
the Davis Coal Itines and they reached home the next day, very tired but 
without further incident. 


At the time of the first settlement of the Snyders, the most con- 
spicuous native was Indian Jim Yoke and his wife. This friendly red 
man claimed he had been born near the junction of the Skate Creek and 
the Cowlitz River and if asked his age, his reply was "Over sixty". 

His relatives in the Yakima valley made yearly trips across to the west 
side of the mountains to pick huckleberries and dry salmon caught from 
the Muddy Fork of the Cowlitz River each fall, Often times a hundred 
or more Indians were encamped at this point in the fall, drying fish 
and berries to take back home. The men folks hunted deer and bear and 
the meat from these animals was also dried for winter supplies. 
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Snyder History - continued . Page 2 


John, unlike his brother, worked away from home cutting shingle 
bolts from the large stands of fine cedar’timber in the Cowlitz Valley. 
These bolts were hauled by horse team on sleds and dumped into the river 
and floated down to Kelso to be menufactured into shingles at the mill 
belonging to Metcalf and Wade. In later years John built a trail across 
Skate Creek Pass to Bear Prairie as well as one to Packwod Lake. These 
were contract jobs and practically all the: work was done by hand. In 
each instance the trail built was a replacement of the original Indian 
trail that had existed many years before. . 


Both Snyders lived the balance of their lives in the upper Cowlitz 
valley and each died after a long and useful life. 
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HISTORY OF JOHN AND AUGUST SNYDER 


ee Se ee, 


In the spring of the year of 1887 two young men, John and August 
Snyder bid farewell to their parents, German immigrants who had come 
to Madison, Indiana to seek their fortune. Little did either the young 
men or their parents realize that this was the last time they were to 
see one another on this earth, although all lived to old age. The 
brothers spent a vear in Little Rock, Arkansas and then boarded a 
freight for Tacoma, Wash» 


They heard of the Big Bottom country so made a trip there the 
following year, 1889, Each found a quarter section of land on which 
they filed "squatter's rights". August found a future home on what is 
now part of the town-of Packwood. He slashed and cleared a farm from 
the homestead end spent all of his life there. John chose a tract of 
land about four miles north and across the river. 


For a period of twenty years, John and August journeyed across 
the Cascade mountains into the Yakima valley, where they dried hops 
for the same growers year after year, returning about November first. 
This was a trip of approximately seventy miles and required three days 
each way. On one occasion, after John was married at the age of 38, 
he took his family along to work in the hop fields, picking hops. 
The family consisted of John, his wife and two step-children aged 
seven and eleven years. On the return trip the party stopped overnight 
at what was then the Russell ranch in Tieton Basin, now covered by 
water behind Rimrock Dam. The group then included August, George Hall 
and Park Harvey plus two horses and two year old Aberdeen Angus bull 
calves which the Snycers were leading home for breeding purposes. 
Snow had fallen to a depth of two feet on the summit and there was some 
talk of leeving Mrs. Snyder and the children, but Martha Snyder was not 
the type who turns back. As the cavalcade neared the summit, more snow 
was falling and the wind was blowing the snow so that it was difficult 
to follow the trail. However, the experience of the Snyders, gained 
from many years, proved its worth that day. After a very hard days 
travel, the West side was reached end comfortable lodging was found at 
the Davis Coal I‘ines and they reached home the next day, very tired but 
without further incident. 


At the time of the first settlement of the Snyders, the most con- 
spicuous native was Indian Jim Yoke and his wife. This friendly red 
man claimed he had been born near the junction of the Skate Creek and 
the Cowlitz River and if asked his age, his reply was "Over sixty". 

His relatives in the Yakima valley made yearly trips across to the west 
side of the mountains to pick huckleberries and dry salmon caught from 
the Muddy Fork of the Cowlitz River each fall. Often times a hundred 
or more Indians were encamped at this point in the fall, drying fish 
and berries to take back home. The men folks hunted deer and bear and 
the meat from these animals was also dried for winter supplies. 
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Snyder History - continued Page 2 


John, unlike his brother, worked away from home cutting shingle 
bolts from the large stands of fine cedar timber in the Cowlitz Valley. 
These bolts were hauled by horse team on sleds and dumped into the river 
and floated down to Kelso to be manufactured into shingles at the mill 
belonging to Metcalf and Wade. In later years John built a trail across 
Skate Creek Pass to Bear Prairie as well as one to Packwood Lake. These 
were contract jobs and practically all the work was done by hand. In 
each instance the trail built was a replacement of the original Indian 
trail that had existed many years before. 


Both Snyders lived the balance of their lives in the upper Cowlitz 
valley and each died after a long and useful life. 


Hrs eS) ’ pos, “oP al , i ABs at: 3 i 
S.oya > SERRE EM wm tO LT NE 
. . ral 
‘ ¥ i 
x 


w ay : — ty rt: ms ‘ Bt. i 
"gt tae “od? mont? aad 
cat etew.as hoc eigen : 
‘4 


a ‘OF SHCA Ls a Seo ie V ve SEs * . 


LEsodeh og -yeeiwct iad” 
od wast Waar: 


a “Bs ye ted Ma ab 
e ais Li ORI 
Paik. aces ‘Og tut “ae 


a 
. 

. ay 
7 


atetve Had ‘Spits 


ne 7 “Cats (4 , et \ ; i 
©) cage . 4 a Or Bh et : +d Lats f Pa Oe oe wy rs 
eli a ier Rake’ a ges WO duaee | dayb. e ’ : t ? ; Rok > vy: iH Pie te | Paty t 
ty 7 . « soe Vier “my ie = ia a ao ae . mn 
Le oan Ag REID ei Fe MOL TORS 


HISTORY OF JOHN AND AUGUST SNYDER 


In the spring of the year of 1887 two young men, John and August 
Snyder bid farewell to their parents, German immigrants who had come 
to Madison, Indiana to seek their fortune. Little did either the young 
men or their parents realize that this was the last time they were to 
see one another on this earth, although all lived to old age. The 
brothers spent a year in Little Rock, Arkansas and then boarded a 
freight for Tacoma, Wash. 


They heard of the Big Bottom country so made a trip there the 
following year, 1889. Each found a quarter section of land on which 
they filed "squatter's rights". August found a future home on what is 
now part of the town-of Packwood. He slashed and cleared a farm from 
the homestead and spent all of his life there. John chose a tract of 
land about four miles north and across the river. 


For a period of twenty years, John anc August journeyed across 
the Cascade mountains into the Yakima valley, where they dried hops 
for the same growers year after year, returning about November first, 
This vas a trip of approximately seventy miles and required three days 
each way, On one occasion, after John was married at the age of 38, 
he took his family along to work in the hop fields, picking hops. 
The family consisted of John, his wife and two step-children aged 
seven and eleven years. On the return trip the party stopped overnight 
at what was then the Russell ranch in Tieton Basin, now covered by 
water behind Rimrock Dam. The group then included August, George Hall 
and Park Harvey plus two horses and two year old Aberdeen Angus bull 
calves which the Snyders were leading home for breeding purposes. 
Snow had fallen to a depth of two feet on the summit and there was some 
talk of leaving Mrs. Snyder and the children, but Martha Snyder was not 
the type who turns back. As the cavalcade neared the summit, more snow 
was falling and the wind was blowing the snow so that it was difficult 
to follow the trail. However, the experience of the Snyders, gained 
from many years, proved its worth that day. After a very hard days 
travel, the West side was reached end comfortable lodging was found at 
the Davis Coal lines and they reached home the next day, very tired but 
without further incident. 


At the time of the first settlement of the Snyders, the most can~ 
Spicuous native was Indian Jim Yoke and his wife. This friendly red 
man claimed he had been born near the junction of the Skate Creek and 
the Cowlitz River and if asked his age, his reply was "Over sixty". 

His relatives in the Yakima valley made yearly trips across to the west 
side of the mountains to pick huckleberries and dry salmon caught from 
the Muddy Fork of the Cowlitz River each fall, Often times a hundred 
or more Indians were encamped at this point in the fall, drying fish 
and berries to take back home. The men folks hunted deer and bear and 
the meat from these animals was also dried for winter supplies. 
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Snyder History - continued | Page 2 


John, unlike his brother, worked away from home cutting shingle 
bolts from the large stands of fine cedaz timber in the Cowlitz Valley. 
These bolts were hauled by horse team on sleds and dumped into the river 
and floated down to Kelso to be menufactured into shingles at the mill 
belonging to Meicalif and Wade. In later years John built a trail across 
Skate Creek Pass to Bear Prairie as well as one to Packwod Lake. These 
were contract jobs and practically ali the work was done by hand. In 
each instance the truil built was a replacement of the original Indian 
trail that had existed many years before. 


Both Snyders lived the balance of their lives in the upper Cowlitz 
valley and each died after a long and useful life. 
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BURTON FAMILY 


My daddy, David Burton came first to the Big Bottom in 1889, found 
and homesteaded the place where I now live. He worked it for a while 
that year but went back to Chehalis where my mother and five children were, 
to stay the winter. Again in the spring 1890 he came, made a garden, built 
a small log house and went for them in the fall. They moved their belong=- 
ings in with pack horses and they all walked, each carrying something. 
They cane by way of Bear Canyon and Morton. I was born in that little log 
cabin on July h, 1891. Daddy often showed me the places where they had 
camped overnight. There was only a trail from Randle to the Davis place, 
now the Francis Ranch. 


The few settlers that were up here were working hard to clear ground 
and aiso live at the same time. They raised vegetables and grain and there 
was no game law so they had all the fish and wild meat they needed. At first 
they salted their fish and meat in barrels and dried and smoked some, too. 
The only fruit they had for the first few years was wild blackberries and 
huckleberries. Soon the orchard began bearing a few apples and cherries. 
My brother, Jess, worked for a farmer down below Randle to get a cow, so 
we had milk, The coyotes caught a lot of our chickens and the bears kept 
the cattle scared wild. 


Until 190) we threshed grain with a flail by placing ripe grain on 
the floor and using the flails to pound the grain out. At first my folks 
ground their wheat in a coffee mill when they wanted to make bread. After 
Mr. Miller put in a flour mill at Randle, Daddy took wheat there to have 
it ground. 


The timber was so big and tall and thick that the homesteaders would 
get together and help each other clear ground. They only had axes and 
shovels and grub hoes to work with and they rolled the logs together to 
burn them. When they had a small plot of ground cleared they raised gardens 
and grain. — 


Egward Owens hewed logs to build the first school house this side of 
the Cora bridge. The first teacher I remember was named Spencer. 


Bee Blankenship's father, John Blankenship, was the first one to bring 
a wagon to the east side of the river by fording at the lower end of the 
Gates place, now the Hubert Anderson place. 


I was about nine years old when I made my first trip to Chehalis. I 
walked all the way to help drive a bunch of steers that the homesteaders were 
taking to market. We then got a wegon load of groceries to bring back. It 
took us seventeen days to make the trip as the water raised while we were 
gonee Then we had to take our wagon apart and bring all the groceries and 
wagon parts across the river in canoes and swim the horses behind the canoes 
which were hewed out of logs, Indian style. 


The first work that anyone had in the Big Bottom to earn money was cutting 
Shingle bolts and driving them down the river to Kelso. Mre Broadbent was the 
buyer for the Metcalf & Wade Shingle Co. in Kelso. He paid $2.05 a cord when 
they were dumped in the river. My first job or trip down the river was in 
1906 and I was in the water almost as much as the shingle bolts were. It 
took us ninety-two days to get to Kelso. 
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THE DAVID BURTON STORY 


David Burton filed on a homestead and the family moved to the Big 
Bottom in the Spring of 1338. They had to pack evexything on horses and 
all the folks wetted except Frona and Sylvia. Our brothers carried us 
from Chehalis to our lititie log cabin, which was seventy-five miles. 


Our schooling w3s for three months in the summer for a few years, 

Now here is what we kids had to do in the spring, we got up at 
daylight and went cus and got on stumos with bells and tin pans and made 
all the noise we could to keep the birds ont of the wheat field. 


Then in sumer we picked a11 the wild fruit we could get to can. 


In the fail when the fish started running we caught what we wanted to 
eat and Dad smoked all we wanted for winter. 


When the snow came on we went out hunting coon trees. We smoked 
the coons out onto Jiubs and then threw rocks to see who could bring one 
down so the dog couid greb hiin, 

The best part of all was when the snow froze enough so we could walk 
on top. We built a sled and tied one end of a rope around a calf's neck 
and the other end to a sled. Then we got on the sled and turned the calf 
loose. Boy! we thought we were covering ground. 


That was a wild wilderness when we first moved up there. Dad had to 
build the pig and calf pens so the cougars wouldn't carry them away. 


This is about all I can remember of the earliest of our life up there. 


Sylvia Easter 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE OWENS BROTHERS 


The four Owens brothers were born in Douglas, Ontario, Canada and were 
the sons of Edward 6wens and grandsons of Edward Owens, Sr. and Winifred 
(Neal) Owens of Tilaheny, Wicklow County, Ireland. 


William Owens, my father and one of the subjects of this brief history 
was born in 1856 and was the second eldest of the boys. Edward Owens, Jr. 
was born in 185); and Thomas Me Owens in 1858. The youngest, Henry J. Owens, 
was born in 1861, the sane year their father was fatally injured at a house 
raising. This accident left the family with responsibility at a very early 
age. 


After receiving their education in the district schools of Ontario 
the young men went to Manitoba and later to Rolla, North Dakota. There 
my father bought a farm and met and married my mother, Eliza Ann Farrell. 
She also was a native of Ontario and of French and Irish descent. Two of 
my uncles were also married in North Dakota. 


My sister Anna May Owens was born in 1886 and in 1888 the folks sold 
their farm and migrated by train to Centralia, Washington. All my uncles 
came west at the same time but on a Canadian Route and somewhere along the 
coast their wives contracted Typhus and died. Uncle Edward was left with 
three small children and Uncle Harry's baby died with its mother. It was 
a little later that my mother also contracted Typhus and almost died, and 
it was several years before she really recovered. 


Soon after the brothers went to the Big Bottom Valley and staked 
homestead claimsy Thomas homesteaded by what is now Bivins Lake, Uncle 
Ed and Uncle Harry were in the old Cora School neighborhood and my father 
staked one hundred twenty acres on what is now the Owens Creek on the Cline 
Road. Uncle Thomas married Dora Gilleland and two of their first babies 
are buried in the little cemetery at Silver Creek. I can remember the 
very high picket fence that used to enclose their graves. 


It seems Thomas and Harry sold their farms after a few years and 
moved to Raymond, Washington where they went into the lumber business. 
They both spent the remainder of their lives at Raymond. 


Edward married Charlotte L. West in 1889 and raised a large family. 
Many of the children attended the log schoolhouse at Cora before they sold 
the farm and moved to Sullivan Lake, Canada in 1908. This was Grace Combs! 
family. 


There ware no wagon roads at the time my father moved to the homestead 
so stoves, furniture and grocery supplies had to be packed in horseback. 


Our first house was a log cabin that scmeone else had built on the 
place in a little clearing. I still can remember seeing the cabin, although 
the fokks moved to a new house long before I was born. This cabin served 
as a shed for the horses but always I think of the split board fireplace 
chimney running up the outside wall and wonder how it was ever used without 
burning. 


Our new house was also of logs, chinked with a white mortar-like sub- 
stance, the roof of split shakes and the inside lined with split boards. 
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Owens History - continued Page 2 


This part had three rooms, a living room and two bedrooms. The kitchen 
was a very large room attached to the main cabin and the outside was split 
board siding. The roof extended on three sides forming two large porches 
and woodshed. During all my childhood a swing hung from the timbers in the 
roof and it was pleasant to play in this big open shed. The ever ready 
ladder and cleats nailed on the roof leading to the chimney were a reminder 
of the fire hazard of the stove pipes we used. 


In order to get to our place with a wagon, we had to ford the Cowlitz 
River and usually summer was about the only time that was possible. Many 
_ @ time I remember the wagon floating and the old dog swimming along beside 
us. Each year my father had to lay out a new course as high waters always 
changed the river bed. 


My sister Anna was one of the pioneer children and the only school was 
across the river from our place, near the Sethe home, so to attend she had 
to cross the river in a dugout canoe. I have heard my father tell how she 
could paddle across when she was twelve years old, even whan the waters were 
quite high, otherwise my father had to take her and meet her after school 
which meant several miles of traveling for both of them. The only other 
way to get across was over a log jam or by a four mile trail to the main 
road at Cora. 


My folks took a girl to raise, named Kathleen Philips. Her mother 
died at her birth and she was six years younger than my sister. She has 
always been one of the family. My brother Willie Owens was born in 1898 
and in his childhood he also attended this school across the river. I, 
Myrtle (Owens) Tuttle, was born in 1902 and the youngest of the family. 


I have heard my foks tell of the terrible flood during their early 
days which drowned almost all their cattle. It seems they were trapped 
in the flood and could not reach high land. All my father saved was the 
hides and it must have been a tragic loss at that time. I remember one 
flood when the water was up to our porch floor and Willie tried to row out 
to the cellar in a wash tub to get some patatoes, the tub upset and he had 
to wade back. 


The Kiona Indians lived across the river log jam from us, perhaps two 
or three miles, and Bat Kiona, the Chief, was one of my father's first 
friends. Bat had worked with the Hudson Bay Company and knew English quite 
well. He and my father hunted together often and father mentioned the 
enormous packs Bat could carry with the help of a forehead strap attached 
to the pack. 


One time in the early days, Mother told me that Bat caught two river 
Salmon and gave her one. In a short time he came back very excited and said 
he had given her the Indian salmon, that the other was the white man salmon 
and he must change. It wasn't good for the white man to eat Indian Fishe 


All through the years until the last, mother and father were friends 
to the Indians and many times I sat in the evening listening to the folks 
visit with them, especially old Jim of Packwood and his stories of the 
Spirits of Mount Tacoma (Rainier) and Packwood Lake. 
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Owens History - continued . Page 3 


The Indians often, even in later years, stopped overnight at our place. 
They would eat supper with us bat never sleep in the house. They always 
took their blankets and slept on the hay in the barn and were up and gone 
before daybreak. 


My father bought Uncle Harry's eighty acre homestead on the main road 
and we moved there when I was five years olde It was much nearer a school 
with the road by the doar. We still kept our first home and they were four 
miles apart by trail but we still had a long trip around by wagon and the 
river to ford, 


By this time Anna was grown up and had finished school in Raymond and 
soon after married Val Myers and made their home at Alpha. She mssed away 
in 1950 during a pleasure trip up the Alcan Highway. 


Kathleen, Willie and myself attended the log school at Cora and Kate 
married Jacob Jacobsen of Alphae She still lives near Alpha, Washington. 


Finally a road was put through by our homestead, called the Cline road. 
I think my father was one of the greatest boosters for this road and spent 
much time with a team helping to clear the ground. After this we could go 
through with a wagon but it was not until 1917 that a car could travel over it. 


In the first barn gy father built on the homestead, the timbers were 
pegged together and square nails held on the shakes, it stood there many 
years after I was borne He also had a sheep barn and it seems he used to 
raise sheep to sell until dogs began killing them. I know all my life we 
had the tanned lambskins for bedside rugs. I still have the spinning wheel 
that mother used. It had belonged to my father's aunt and had come from 
Ireland. Auntie taught mother to spin and knit. 


Auntie lived on a place next to omr homestead and died when I was two 
years olde I remember her little log cabin, the well with the board wall 
and pulley, also the hollyhocks by the window but I can't remember her or 
her name. We always just called her auntie. It seems she came west with 
her nephews or soon after, because she was always mentioned in connection 
with mother's early experiences on the homestead. She taught mother so 
much and helped her as it was a long time before mother regained her health 
from the Typhoid Fever. She was also very young for the lonely life of 
@ pioneer. 


Only lately have I came to appreciate the ability of the pioneers to 
propagate plants. We had a large orchard and so many of the trees were 
grafted. Father always boasted of one tree with five different kinds of 
apples. Then he had hives of bees all setting neatly in a row, elevated 
on a two foot platform and a shed roof covering all. His specialty was 
the early honey made from vine maple blossoms. I can still see him in his 
old bee hat "robbing the bees" as he called it. We might have lacked for 
sugar but never for honey. 


Of course, the old fashioned lilacs had a place and the equally famous 
yellow Harrison rose. I also remember a beautiful pink rose, perhaps a 
cabbage rose, yellow daffodils, different from our trumpets Of today, also 
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Owens History - continued Page 


the yellow, blue and white striped crocus in little formal beds, a dark 
climbing rose, a bed of white vinca minor at the back of the house, the 

perennial sweet pea on a stump, flags and fennel with a strong odor. The 
root house, a sort of basement and one story affair, had a covering of hop 
vine each summer. | 


A creek, I believe it is now called the Owens Creek, ran near the house 
and I can still smell the mint growing near. Every few years this creek 
would flood and cause some concern but it was our source of water as well 
water at the back porch was so full of minerals we could never use it, 


I still have the horn my father made from a cow horn and it is a symbol 

of pioneer times. This horn was carried and used as a means of contact in 

so many ways. If the boat was on the other side of the river the horn 
was sounded for someone to come and paddle across and meet the party. It 
was used to call the men from the fields and father always carried it when 

hunting deer. After he was on the mountain and had located the deer, he 
blew the horn, then mother turned the dog loose and he went to my father, 
picked up the deer!s trail and chased it to the river. This usually ended 
at the mouth of Kilborn Creek. There the deer were killed and carried home, 
In later years mother used the horn mainly to call us children home and we 
could never deny hearing it as the sound carried for miles. 


Mother told of having a pet fam. Its mother had been killed and she 
had carried it home. It must have been quite a pet as she told of it chasing 
the dog from his warm bed and then cuddling down in the warm spot. This 
fawn must have been six months old when mother accidentally gave it sour 
milk and it died. She always loved pets and this must have been heart~ 
breaking for her. 


In 1919 I came to Tacoma to go to school, but father and mother stayed 
on the farm until father's death in 1937. Mother then sold the one farm to 
Brook Haynes and came to Tacoma. The homestead stayed in the family until 
after mother died in 19, and my sister Anna bought it but later sold it. 


My father was the last of the early surveyors of that part of the 
country and for many years he went out with more recent surveyors to point 
out the original markings on trees or places where the stakes had been. 


Willie Owens lived in the Big Bottom country all his life and his 
last twenty years were spent working for the Forest Service at Packwood. 
He died in 195 leaving three sons, one of whom,.William Owens, still lives 
at Packwood, | 


I remember the forest fire that had its beginning from a slashing. It 
jumped the road and covered the mountainside and raged for weeks along the 
mountain in front of our place. This fire spread to the Cispus River. I 
know Willie sat all night and day in a little barn by the road and put out 
sparks that blew in. My father had five-gallon kerosene cans filled with 
water sitting on brackets atop the big barn. 


This completes the story of some of the experiences I gleaned from 
stories my parents told. 


Myrtle Tuttle — 
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THE JOHN BLANKENSHIP STORY 


John and Martha Jane Blankenship and her four children, Al, Dora, 
Lottie and Mary Gilleland, left Centralia in 1887 for the Big Bottom 
country. They rode horseback all the way and pack horses carried their 
belongings. Even a cat and her kittens were on one of the packs. 


Their firs house was made of split cedar but it and another house 
burned down. The house that is there now is the third home they built and 
it is about forty-one years old. 


Al Gilleland homesteaded the land adjoining his mother's, 


Tom Owens and brother put logs up for his house, also adjoining 
Blankenship's and John Biankenship finished it for him in 1890. Tom 
married Vora Gilleland and they moved into the new home. It still stands 
on the Wes Kerr Ranch and is well knom as the "Bivin House", 


The first Sulphur Springs Post Office was at the Blankenship place 
from 1890 to 1897. John Blankenship was appointed Postmaster but since 
he worked "outside" much of the time Martha Jane took care of the mail. 


Martha Jane acted as midwife on many occasions and often nursed the 
Sick, Their home lodged many travelers. 


Many hardships were endured in the early days. They raised most of 
their own food after clearing the timber land. Their staple foods had to 
be used with care as it took a weeks journey to Chehalis with team and 

wagon for supplies, 


It was truly a wilderness with many wild animals. Lottie (Gilleland) 
Davis recalls the time they were playing on the porch when they saw an 
animal come to smell a deer hanging there, Thinking it was another deer 
they grabbed the "twenty two" and proceeded to follow it until dark. 
Imagine their surprise when an aunt finally caught up with them and told 
them it was a cougar. 


The present H. Bee Blankenship farm is the original homestead and 
he was born there in 1890. His life in the wilderness would be fascinating 
to the modern boy. He had his ow pony, dog and gun. There were only 
three months of school in the summer time. He killed his first bear at 
the age of eleven and his first cougar at twelve. His playmates were 
Indians, Alex Yoke and Jim Kiona. whose folks sometimes camped near his 
home. He grew up to be quite a bronco buster and often rode at the pioneer 
celebrations, 


In 1912 Bee rode over the trail via Mt. Adams to Glenwood, Washington 
and married Mollie Borde, whom he had met while she was visiting here at 
the Kuhnhausens, Their honeymoon was the trip home on horseback, a dis- 
tance of fifty or sixty miles, He homesteaded a place near Packwood and 
after several years bought his mother's farm and has lived there ever since. 
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J. T. BIVIN 


Tom Bivin was born in Davis County, Iowa in 1867. He came to Lewis 
County in 1891 with the idea of making a fortune by raising hops and was 
employed by Dobson and Long near Chehalis for thirteen years. 


He found the girl of his dreams out here and in 1892 married Lena Hix. 
In 1895 they bought the Tom Owens! homestead on Bivins Lake and became early 
pioneers in the Big Bottom country. Like the other Pioneers, they were 
neighborly and hospitable. They cleared the land and made a farm in the 
wilderness and it was their home as long as they lived. 


While proving up on the homestead Mre Bivin still made trips “outside” 
in the fall of each year to work in the hop yards at Chehalis. 


He became the second Sulphur Springs Postmaster from 1897 to 1902. 
The Post Office was in their home, the original Owens log house, which is 
still standing today on the Wesley Kerr ranch. This is the oldest house 
remaining in the Upper Cowlitz Valley. 


In 1902 Bivins rented their place to Charles Hall, Sr. and moved to 
Chehalis where he managed the Dobson and Long Hop Yards. Mre Hall became 
Postmaster at the Bivin place in 1902. When he moved back to his own home 
the location of the Sulphur Springs Post Office was changed to Hall Creek. 


Tom Bivin was Republican Precinct Committeeman, County Road Supervisor 
and in later years County Commissioner. It was during his term in office 
that the first Cora bridge was built. He was always a booster for the 
Big Bottom country and its people. 
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CLARK ALLEN HUNTINGTON 


Clark Allen Huntington, who had spent most of his life in Calif~ 
ornia, spent some months in the Big Bottom country in 1906 and filed 
on a homestead of 160 acres. 


As we moved in from Centralia in the spring of 1907, the family 
consisted of father, mother, brother Clark and I, Hazel. We had a 
covered wagon and Grandfather Garrison came to help us move and brought 
his wagon. 


Everything we needed was brought with us, as the nearest stare 
was at Randle and the trip would take two days. 


The roads were little better than trails » especially between Randle 
and the homestead. In many places where there was a tree across the 
road, a notch was cut out for the wagon wheels to pass through but the 
horses had to step across the log. 


We stopped at farmhouses along the way and stayed over night, 
Feople were always welcome but it was customary to pay for the nights 
lodging and for the care of the horses. 


We moved on the Hager place, which father had rented for the first 
year. We planted a big garden and picked wild blackberries and went 
to the mountains for huckleberries. I can remember mothe canning lots 
of fruit and vegetables. 


Our nearest neighbor was August Snyder, a bachelor, half a mile 
away. The Halls lived two miles away and John Snyder, his wife and 
two children lived across the river, three miles distant. The only 
way to cross the river was in a dugout canoe so we didn't go visit- 
ing very often, ~ 


Father built our house that winter and we moved in in the spring. 
In May, Mother gave birth to twin babies, Lester and Leta. There was 
no doctor in attendance so Mrs. Matt Blankenship delivered the babies. 


When the babies were a few months old, Dad and Mother gave a house 
warming in the fori of a dance. All the neighbors came from as far 
away as Randle, Those were the days when everyone came, had lots of 
fun and danced all night. 


Mother was famous for making the best bread starter inthe country. 
She also still has the old curly maple butter bowl which was brou ght 
out west in a covered wagon by her grandmother. 


She is now Mrs. Al Kirk, over eighty years young and makes lovely 
hooked rugs. They still live in the log house built on the homestead, 


W. A. (Allie) took a homestead across the road from Kirks. 
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In 1900 the Walter Combs family moved from Oklahoma and lo-~ 
cated on Boisfort Hill, € miles west of Chehalis,near Adna. 
The family consisted of Mr. & Mrs. Walter Combs, two girls, 
Anna and Audra; two boys, Asa and Sherman; Mr. Combs" mother, 
Sarrah Combs; and his sister, Florence Combs. In 1905 an- 
Other daughter, Flossie, was born. 


In 1901 Florence Combs met B. J. Blankenship, an oldtimer 
from Randle, while he was "out" to get a winter's supply of 
groceries. In the fall of 1902 they were married and she 
moved to the Blankenship place, 3 miles east of Randle. 


During the summer of 1903 Mr. & Mrs. Combs and Sherman, then 
6 years old, ceme to the Big Bottom to visit the Blankenships. 
It took 3 days to make the trip in a hack powered by a horse 
called "Cld Sam". The family liked the Big Bottom so well 
they decided to locate there but, due to Mr. Combs" iliness, 
they went to Texas for a short while. 


Most of the land at that time was in the Forest Reserve. The 
act of June 11, 1°06, permitted homesteading of certain lands 
that were considered more valuable for farming than for tim- 
ber. Shortly after this Mr. Combs made application for 160 
acres. He was allowed 628 acres and later in 1914 was per~ 
mitted to fill out his original 160-acre claim. 


While Mr. Combs and Asa built a log house on the homestead, 
Mrs. Combs and the rest6f the family lived in a 2-room cabin 
on Silver Creek, near Randle. This cabin was made of hand 
Split cedar, with only one window and no floor in one room. 


After the completion of the cabin on the homestead the family 
was moved in. When they arrived, a tree had fallen across 
the cabin and had mashed iti down to the window sills. The 
cabin was soon rebuilt and another larger one was built of 
hand split cedar boards. These two cabins were the first 
hotel in the community. At that time board and room was 
$1.00 per day or 25¢ a meal and 25¢ for lodging. Mrs. Combs 
and the girls did the hotel work. 


The first year there was no school so Grandmother Combs and 
Anna, Audra, and Sherman moved to the Johnnie Furcell place 
and the children went to the Sethe School. Asa and Flossie 
stayed at the homestead with Mr. & Mrs. Combs. The follow- 
ing year a l-room log school was built at Lewis by the 
community and there were about 12 children the first year 
of school. Home-made benches and tables made from hand 
Split lumber were used. This school was used until School 
District #214 was consolidated in 1912. Then a good sized 
One~room school was built. 


(2) Walter Combs Family 


Je &. Nebereall was the first teacher. After the five-month 
school was out he went back home to Missouri. During the 
summer, Anna went back to Missouri and they were married. 


In 1910 the Fost Cffice was moved from the Hall place to 
the present location; Walter Combs was appointed Fostmaster. 
Since that time, the Fost Office has been continually in 
the Combs family excerpt for a period of 15 years. 


A family garden was cleared at the present location of the 
Ranger Stetion. The brush and trash was burned and the 
logs were either split into fence rails or used whole to 
make a fence. The ground was so rough and full of roots 
that it was not plowed for a couple of years. The potatoes 
and other vegetables were planted by digging a hole with a 
shovel, drorving seed in and covering it up. When the 
potatoes were dug the first year, they were large enough 

to carry on one's arm like stovewood. The fences were very 
poor and the outside stock - cattle and hogs - kept break- 
ing the fence down and getting into the garden. Anna, then 
about 1€ or 17, went over to the garden one day and took 
the 30-30 rifle along. There were some hogs in the garden 
and when she drove them out one hog started to run in her 
direction. Shs claimed she was afraid it was going to 
attack her so she shot to scare it. She scared it to 

death with a bullet through its heart. 


The Combs homestead was known as "The Burn". Previous 
settlers had passed it by thinking the land wes of no 
value. There was a fair sized clearing around the two 
cabins which was planted to strawberries and vegetables 
and they did very well. Around the piece of ground was 
built a stockade fence. This fence was made of split 
pickets about 2 x 4 inches by 6 ft. long and driven into 
the ground about 2 ft, leaving a 2" space between pickets. 
These pickets and also shakes for the hotel were split out 
of old growth Douglas Fir from the place. There were many 
of these that were fell and burned which would now be #1 
peeler logs. 


Clearing the land was one of the hardest and foremost jobs. 
During the fall and winter Mr. Combs worked at the clearing 
in the day and after school the whole family helped. A good 
fire was started, then trash and rotten wood was added, often 
making a pile several yards long and as high as possible to 
throw the material. These piles sometimes burned for weeks. 


The first few years there was very little work and money was 
scarce. Mr. Combs was accustomed to most any kind of work 
so he always earned enough money to make both pads meet. 
Bach fall he lay in the “winter's vrovisions" by buying 

@ 100-lb sack of sugar, 2 barrels of flour, beans, coffee, 
rice, and other staple groceries. There was usually enough 
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3 - Combs Family 


vegetables and fruit grown on the place. If not, work was 
exchanged with some farmers for these. A couple of hogs 
were butchered for their own use. The hems and bacon were 
home cured and smoked while the remainder of the meat was 
ground up with venison to make "pork sausage". Any time 

of the year homesteaders were seldom without fresh venison 
and "jerkie". In the winter there was one or two quarters 
of frozen venison hanging on the back porch. August Snyder 
owned a mill for grinding grain and Mr. Combs had him erind 
e of 3 sacks of wheat every year. Mrs. Combs put this thru 
& sifter and used the fine particles for making mush end the 
coarse ones for making bread. For a change she would reverse 
the ingredients. The cellar was filled with home canned 
veestables and fruits, including wild huckleberries and 
blackberries. Mrs. Combs and the girls did all the baking 
of light bread from a "sterter" which was carricd over from 
one baking to the next. Corn bread was made of either 
white or yellow corn meal. Hot biscuits - called soda 
biscuits - were always on the table for breakfast. The 
women folks were good cooks and made excellent pes and 
cakes. There was fresh milk, butter, end cream furnished 
by a Jersey cow. 


Contrary to the present belief the youngsters of the early 
days had no difficulty in finding plenty of recreation and 
amusement. The Combs and neighboring children went on 
parties and picnics. Often the boys started out early in 
the morning and climbed some of the high peaks and on their 
way stopped for a swim in the slough. If they came to a 
good fishing stream all they had to do was cut a fishing 
pole and tie on the short piece of line and hook which they 
always carried. It was an easy matter to find "penny winkles" 
in the streams or to dig "grub worms" from rotten logs for 
fish bait. It would be only a short while till they had a 
nice string of trout hanging on a forked limb. 


In addition to the social activities in the winter, the 
Children had plenty of good skiing, toboggeaning, and ice 
Skating. Some of the boys tried their luck at trapping 
a few mink ard muskrats. 


Some of the homemade clothes, many of them patched, which 
were worn by the children would very likely be laughed at 
or thrown away by the children now but nothing was thought 
of it at that time. 


The peonle bergen going to the Hot Springs for rheumatism 
and other ailments about this time. They drove to Lewis 
with teams then packed their supplies on horses from there 
to the springs. Combs had a couple of saddle horses. 
People sometimes hired one of them and often hired Sherman 
to go along and bring the horses back. Some times they 
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(4) - Combs Family 


would want an order of groceries brought up. If there was 
a one~horse load Sherman packed one horse and led 1G to 

the springs then rode back home on the pack saddle. If 
there were two-horse loads, Sherman racked both horses and 
rode one back. Within a few years there was enough demand 
for pack horses to the Hot Springs and to Packwood Lake and 
for the Forest Service that Combs owned several head of 
horses end was in the packing business. 


In 1911 there was a sawmill installed on the Kuhnhausen 
(J. I. Blankenship) place and there was quite a building 
boom. Shortly after this, Mr. Combs sterted constructing 
the hotel. It wes used in "the rough" for some time as 
it was several years before completion. Mr. & Mrs. Combs 
with some of the children lived there and ran the hotel 
until Mr. Combs' death in 1917. After Mr. Combs had 
passed away, Mrs. Combs and Flossie moved to Cregon. 

Anna and Audra had previously married and moved away. 

Asa married and left but frequently came back and lived 
at Fackwood for a few years then left again. Sherman 
left for a few years but came back and married Jessie 
Anderson. They bought the hotel and heve lived?in 
Packwood coitinuelly since then. Mrs. Combs passed 

away in 1940 and was leid away teside Mr. and Grand- 
mother Combs in the Packwood Cemetery. 
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SOME OF MY LIVE SPENT AT SULPHUR SPRINGS 


ees eee 


My first trip to Packwood, known then as Sulphur Springs, was in 
1908, My husbend built a cabin on a homestead and then came after me 
at Centralia. It was a long hard trip and seemed to me, at that time, 
that we were just about at the end of the road. 


My sister and family, Mrs. Al Huntington, were already living 
at Sulphur Springs so it wasn't as bad as going where everyone was 
Strangers. Like most new communities, people were friendly and kind. 


We lived across the river from the post office and our only means 
of crossins was by canoe or a log drift up the river from our place. 
I had never been over the drift but the time came when T had to go and 
go alone. 


One dey our few chickens made an awful fuss. I went to see what 
was causing the disturbance and to my surprise and amazement a pan= 
ther was after them. 


My husband had cut his foot badly with an axe, so it was up to me 
to go over the drift and get my brother-in-law, Al, and his dogs. They 
treed the panther just a little way from our house, Al said, "Well, 
Mary, get your gun, you can shoot it" and I did. It was quite a thrill 
seeing that panther snarling at the dogs and they almost climbing the 
tree to get at it. About two weeks later my husband killed its mate 
so our chickens were safe. 


We worked and did all the things other settlers did for about two 
years. Then the high water ceme and washed away some of our bottom 
land and Mr. Huntington decided he was through, so in 1910 we moved 
back to Centralia and bought a home. 


I make frequent trips to Packwood to see the Kirks. Oh, yes, 
I still have the panther hides. 


Mary Huntington 


> 
Ul 
. oe . . _ Pe Ch oe) 
he s - Meer sd ' | 
or ‘ ‘ cas F 
rhe . ers wes @ a a a t . 


ROMT ARE Ge th Tate wT bs = 


DO ed daddy atemese evel he Sosmeerhemoen pataan erotics 0 er 


. + . . : 
% in. ars Deas 5 . “a be 
<2 <aie® . S ¢ 20 @) ge ‘ 4 “ Pst se . 
> 
, 4 ? “ 7 © . Riis . ’ 
toca : elec | + ’ Su p 
wie a eae wv aR fe cig Ny he ASS : . . de 
. 
~ 7 : ‘ Q ee 
as Vy ora . a he de ie . . eon * Sige Thang pared '" apa 
oe oe \, te aw Ss t* a $ - > - rt gp de + wy 
“ i . - a 
ane € ey - oo, feo havin ee Y - met “ - + + * 
ov ; J - ’ a | a > 
ein ats , ib} tie. Wakee Sala red 2 i bike AO. > Wakake 
- 
vs , rl 4 * 
eres we - ‘ 7) ee ee P i  e a 
Pm ; iY i f Pao by uy (<i : ae g' 
4 t ’ 1 j a 4 eo Ge 
. - 
" “ ie hg “ . : 
S Fie ay * . ra) va . dy ae - M4 , y 
As he rire ‘ry tn 
2 . 
=, he gee ‘ ‘ Fok ‘ . « 
: a 2 be > F 2 
* - i i. 
eft one > * - ae 4, Le ¥ 2e tes hor y 
«ae ia ae Ss ee | TP Rabe 1 , - 2A ie 2 
. 
be i ty : ‘ - x ah) 
ane yt : ‘he if 
» 
anv Bally. 3 , 
1% 
at 4 ¢ ‘ é 
1% er BS ab tag SiS ww te 
o of . . f aie ihe eee hgees 5 \ ry 7 
eee a er ‘ ea ee ee? a wpe we 
. r id # res . o« 
ray Saree teh mW ¢.4 ~% mf ey PT , - an sae} rege oF oh 
oe a {= . ie ’. ‘ oak : ‘ . lg ‘ ra ; 4 q Ze Y 
* er - ee ¢ » Bayes . e r : ape 
. i. * 2 * —_ mas} JF We we « f t "O 4 
y-— ‘ : , “ P 
re he vw de 3 4 . 7 a *y ‘ 
r . , ‘ - t 4 ow a od - 
wy é <: U a rr OR Sh iy 
, t 
Save: am 4 > ? ‘ *S r ay 
tsa fi ~ 6 ‘ ee e 2 - 
; . ~ ‘ . 
ay “ v Le es My ‘ 
« 
— , *% . bd 4 ‘ 
. ad 4 me Te F ‘ar . yy oy 88 Hy ome af ae ah oy . 
: a Sep? feta fs @dar eroexatio 5 
a WS . ; toe ener f i 7 uy . , . aw ere 
rh 4 aes Wet iy be! ‘ PRCA] Zhe 
; 
” 4 . 4 - 8 aig 
2 . } ‘ > 
f al 
. “s * ut é . 
' . “ weeks . Lay ; 
- “ * % 
. fe, r 
5 re & Bien e q : . r 
mito 4 - haverl ay : & 
2 Oates € Fie 4 Sn! oe he , , ? i 
. hy ah. : my ‘2. 4? 
pn r ; 1+ : 
ty ~ ¢ ' 2 A)" + < WS vaidle 
, ~ » “es 
ee i? 4 a » oo “oe “= F o's rey 
a7 eV " - |e iS 4 ad i AO greasy 
-~ iy : f 4 a o- 
t ee ; vam . are er € seeD 
~4 hal 4 ’ Boel / 2 ee 7 
‘ 
. t 4 7 
ri 5 : : wed ae , 
Sh OR Ber MYBO Tees AN Cbd | rs Rei 
ote 3 e con ° » . S . . , 
: pus os Pas: oa ie Bates ie 4 sh oe " 
> =~ . oe I 
4 hs 7 
sory St . 5 6 ‘ as . % 
Leg ros 2 ; ! ; M ; ts } 
: > ¢ % . ’ 3 " 
pte rer) ft a a tude > re - ~ ” e 
rhe & Sia. 90 TD tle) Hig 
a i 
; fe . ~ shot _ “ " 
bap ‘ ; Dey. eyrersg ; : Fy $44 
- . One es ‘ P 
‘ 4 " iss '¢ r rr f y 
. ; “s: - ,’ Ae * > *. oe j ‘ 
On oe . : big “4 4 
- .« - 4 ‘ 3 , e ’ a2) 
fn tity . ie ; ’ > 
Pa ‘ waniou ey ay ie ev ‘ heh 
F % a Vaal ‘ mow. ; , haha 
keh ‘ “+ 
Fah ugh ae sig bea : A 
SER EN a hs pac 
& 4 
the ’ * 4 
(Ties SELL aPeIs: 
] 


HISTORY of the D. H. (Harvey) Blankenship family as this has been 
concerned with settlement and development of the Packwood 
community. 


- As recalled by J. I. (Irelend) Blankenship - 


My father, D. H. Blankenship, was born at Knoxville, Kentucky, the 
year 1860, moving as a young man to Charleston, West Virginia. From 
there in 1900 he moved his family to Nesika, Washington, where Ira was 
born in 1902 and I in 190). TI was the 13th and last child. Four 
children having died in West Virginia prior to 1900. Three brothers, 
Mose, Lemon and Ira died later here in Lewis County. This leaves six 
children now surviving: Alderson, William, Huling, Marie, Florence 
and myself. 


My mother, Sally Ann Sanson, was born the year 1865, on a boat 
traveling the Ohio River. She was never able to establish State birth 
residence or obtain a birth certificate. 


ly parents were married at Charleston, W. Va., 1879. They both 
died at the family home, Packwood, father in 1923 and mother in 19h)5. 


Our family's first arrival at Packwood, then called Lewis, 
occurred in 1910. At this time father made homestead entry, or a 
squatter's claim, to 160 acres (the present Huling Blankenship ranch . 
being a part), making final homestead proof in 1913. In 1919 father 
purchased the Hugo Kuhnhausen ranch where he resided until his death 
and where later mother passed away. I presently own and operate this 
ranch. 


I homesteaded O acres near Hall Creek in 1922, making final 
proof in 1925, 


Father built a store in 1913 near the present Darling Service 
Station, Packwood, conducting this store business until BY PRR 
only store in Lewis when our family arrived was owned and oper ated 
by Hugo Kuhnhausen end was located on his ranch where I now reside. 


My recollection of Packwood, then Lewis, when I first saw it at 
the age of four, is understandably not too clear. At this time the 
Lewis post office was located in a hotel building near the present site 
of the Packwood Hotel. Mail was carried by horseback from Randle. At 
this time no bridges existed between Lewis and Mossyrock. Two ferries 
were in operation for the purpose of Cowlitz River crossing, the Cora 
ferry being at the present Cora Bridge site and the Nesika ferry at the 
present Nosika Bridge location. No bridges spanned Hall and Johnson 
Creeks, making travel below these points impossible at times of high 
water. To the small boy, Chehalis seemed a distant and mystic city - 
to be visited seme day when he grew up. 
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D. H. Blankenship history = continued Page 2 


Freight was brought from Morton, the nearest railhead, via wagon, 
a distance of 0 miles from Lewis. brother Ira and I taking a part 
in that business on our reaching the ages of 10 and 12. TI recall when 
we first launched the business it required both of us to harness the 
horses. Four days was recognized as the time necessary to make a 
freight trip from Lewis to Morton and return. Road conditions being 
none too good at that period the herdworking firm of Blankenship Bros., 
Freighters, were hard put at times to make the round trip in four days. 


My first schooling took place in a log schnolhouse located near 
the present Packwood grade school. About 15 pupils attended. I have 
pleasant recollection that in later years Mrs. Sherman Combs, then 
Jessie Anderson, was one of my teachers. 
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THE ANDERSON STORY 


Johnathan S, "Zack" Anderson came from Oxford Mills, Ontario, Canada. 
Our mother was Annie Laurie Jones, who was born at Wildwood, a pioneer 
community near Adna, Washington. Hubert was born in Chehalis and we 
(Jessie, Howard and Hurcld) were born at Claquato, near Chehalis. 


Our father mace several trips to the Big Bottom country before buying 
the old Gates nd Pearson nemesteads about 1910. The river crossing, firat 
@ ford and then a ferry, had aimays been there, 


The family made visits to the ranch and once camped for a summer but 
the moving trip in 1912 stands out in our memory. 


Father drove the tcan and wagon loaded with our worldly goods and 
mother drove the kerse and buggy. We young ones walked most of the way, 
prancing along anesd to discover what was around each bend in the road, 
We traveled three days, crossing the Cowlitz River on the ferry at Nesika, 
Washington and at Cora, our destination. 


That, summer we lived in the old ferry house across the river from the 
ranch. Our father had the contract to operate the ferry that year but any 
member of the family could do it when the river was low. 


One corner of the new barn was made into living quarters and we spent 
the first winter there. The snow was deep and all travel was by horseback, 
At the ferry was an exciting place to live, for we saw everyone who passed 
by, we had a winter vacation, too, for there was no school until spring. 


The J. B. Hackney family lived in the old house on the place and 
Mr. Hackney worked at clearing land and burning timber that would be very 
valuable today. 


We attended the "Pioneer School" and then went to Randle High School. 
Our folks rented a house for us for the school term and we traveled back 
and forth on weekends with a horse and buggy or on horseback. 


We didn't see the "outside" again for five years. 


Old "Uncle Billy" Mullins operated the ferry after thah and until 
the bridge was built in 1916. He had the authority to refuse to cross if 
he considered the water too high for safety. During one high water period 
two men took the ferry at their om risk and attempted to cross with a team 
and wagon. As the swift current caught the upper side of the ferry it tipped 
and the team and wagon slid from the deck into the swollen stream. The 
horses had been unhitched so were free to swim out. The two men clung to 
the railing on the upper side until the ferry broke loose from its cables 
and floated down the river when they were rescued with the "dugout" canoe. 


Our father built a new ferry, but for several weeks everyone crossed 
in the canoe. 


When the bridge was built we gave a dance on the bridge to celebrate 
the occasion. Japanese lanterns lighted the scene and people came from miles 
around and danced until daylight. 


The old home place is still ovmed and operated by Hubert, the eldest 
of the Anderson children, 
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THE J. B. HACKNEY FAMILY 
A tee ern yee teeerninatneeayehenatass oeoeahoe, 


The J. B, Hackney family came to lossyrock, Washington from 
West Virginia in 1906 and came on to Randle around 1909, Mr. ana 
Mrs, Jim Hackney and five children lived on the Anderson farm wherr 
Mr. Hackney was employed by lir. Anderson to Clear land. 


Mrs. Hackney's father, Bill Mullins, was operating a ferry 
boat across the Cowlitz River at that time. At first most ferry 
business was taking people and teams and wagons across but later 
cars were also ferried, 


After moving two or three times from one place to another the 
family settled on a homestead about one mile east of Cora Bridge to 
raise their family of ten Children. Mr, Hackney worked at many jobs 
including farming, road building and some for the Forest Service. 
lirs. Hackney was sometimes roused out of bed on word that a new 
comer was about to arrive in the community, as she was a mid-wife. 

She can count about sixty by name that she gave their first spank- 
ing. Often this help was given free of charge, but if the family could 
afford it she charged from ten to twenty dollars, 


The older Hackney children one year walked four miles one way to 
a school on the Cline Road. The next few years they attended a schaol 
on the Nina Hackney place and then anew and more modern school 
house was built at the Cline Road which they attended until pupils 
were sent to Randle, 
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THE HIGGINS FAMILY 


Marion Oliver Higgins was born in Kansas in 1864. His wife 
Lulu was born in Illinois in 1874. They were married in 
18¢4 in Illinois, where the first son, Maurice, was born 
in 18¢6. The second son, Harry, wes born in Towa in 1807. 
The deughter, slizabeth, was born after the family moved 
to a farm near Bellingham, in 1900, leaving there to move 
to Chehalis in if10. After staying there for two years 
they moved to Fackwood on October 20, 1°12. 


During an epidemic of typhoid fever, Lulu Higgins died 
in the fall of 1°14, and was the first person buried 
in the Fackwood Cemetery. 


Oliver Hirgins remarried in 1920 to a widow, Mrs. 
Margaret Berry, who was operating the Packwood Hotel. 
They operated the hotel until 1°21, when they opened 
the first concession at Fackwood Lake, supplying boats, 
meals, and rooms. They operated this concession for 
severel years. He was denuty assessor for Sastern 
Lewis County for a number of years. 


Oliver and Margaret Higgins lived in Fackwood until 
the time of his death in 1°44, sxcept for two years 
when they lived near Auburn, Washington. He is buried 
beside his wife Lulu at the Packwood Cemetory. 


Maurice Higrins died in 1¢2° and is buried at Silver 
Creek Cemetery. Harry Higgins died in 1°44 and is 
buried besides his mother and father at Fackwood 
Cemetery. The daughter is Mrs. Fred Hall end lives 
on a ranch near Warato, Washington. 
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THE MULLINS FAMILY 


(NOTE-Willian and Mahalia Mullins with three of their children, Eddie, Sonnie 
and Polly and her husband, Joe Mullins left Cowan, West Virginia in 1907 for 
the west. The following year their four remaining children, Scott and Toby 
Mullins, Eliza and husband, Jim Hackney and Laura and husband, Preston Polly, 
came out to join then, They all eventually located in the Upper Big Bottom. 
Many more relatives and friends came in the following years.) 


We came to Washington from West Virginia and arrived by train in Chehalis, 
expecting to see a big city. There were no big buildings and only board walks. 
We went to the Star Hotel which was run by Sam Gwens. We found a house on 
Rhode Island Street and lived there for awhile. Then my husband and brother 
and father rented a herse and buggy from a livery stable owned and operated 
by a Mr. Van Bibber and went to Mossyrock. That was the only means of trans- 
portation at that tine and the reads were real bad. They were either just 
dirt roads cutting around between those tall trees or what they called 
puncheon roads that was made of slab wood or just poles laid side by side 
across a Wagon roade 


They came back toget us women and the children after they had found 
their friend, Harve Blankenship, who lived just east of Mossyrock. It took 
us about three days to make the trip from Chehalis to Riffe, where they had 
rented us a place to livee We camped out at night, sleeping on the ground. 


I walked a lot of the way. In fact, we all took turns at riding in 
the wagon and walking the dusty road. I was awfully lonesome and homesick 
at first for those big, tall trees just didn't appeal to me. 


We kept moving from place to place and I began to get better acquainted 
with people and began to like the country better. 


My children, Myrtle and Clarence, were scared to death of the Indians. 
When they saw them riding their horses up or down the road they would run 
Screaming to the house. But they got used to them after we moved to the 
Fulton ferry, which was about two and a half miles west of Kosmos. 


I ran the ferry across the Cowlitz River at Fulton for a few years. 
I learned to handle the rowboat and when anyone walking wanted over the 
river I took them across in the rowboat. The wagons and buggies crossed on 
the ferry boat. 


We got a telephone line through from the Fulton ferry to Randle in 
1912. Then the line from Riffe came to the ferry so one could call through 
from Mossyrock to Randle. 
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“THE MARTIN STORY 


S. N. Martin and his family came to Washington from the State of 
Pennsylvania, where the Martins had lived for generations, in April 191) 
bringing with them two teenage children, Ruth and James. Three of the 
sons, Robert, Harry and Claude were already here. 


Their first home in Packwood was on the Henry Hager homestead now 
owned by J. I. Blankenship. Later Mr. Martin and his three older sons 
took up homesteads here but only Mr. Martin and Harry proved up on theirs, 
the other two boys left before their time was up. 


A thing to be remembered when one feels as though the world has 
passed you by is that the Martins had already spent a big part of their 
lives in Pennsylvania. Mr. Martin was sixty-one and Mrs, Martin fifty-nine 
years of age, but they came West and at once fell into western ways, leaving 
the past in Pennsylvania. Mr. Martin seid many times he had started life 
anew after sixty. 


Mrs. Martin was a very religious woman, her father was a Methodist 
"Saddle Bag Preacher" in Pennsylvania. She started a Sunday School in the 
School house. She had much to give the community and the little school 
house was full every Sunday. She always went when anyone was sick « yes 
and preached the funerals for the dead. 


They also were great gardeners, canners and raised tomatoes, egg=plant 
and celery which most people hadn't dared to try out yet. 


They were great people to picnic and often they would get in the old 
hack buggy, take a gallon of home made ice cream and a cake, go to a neigh- 
bors and have a "Jolly good time". They also enjoyed the fishing and hunt- 
ing. They were so thrilled the first fall they were here to see all the 
big salmon coming up to spawn. 


Another interesting thing for them was to buy flour in a lovely cloth 
Sack. In the east all came in paper bags. They made such lovely things 
from the then good flour Sacks. 


Soon all the children married and moved in ways of their own. After 
the old folks proved up on their homestead they too moved away = lived in 
Tenino for many years. They had been married fifty-five years when 
Mr. Martin passed away. Mrs. Martin lived to be over ninety years old. 
They both rest in the Glenoma cemetery now, having lived really two lives 
and given much to this world. 
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NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD SURVEYS 
tenemos arene ene ee eee 


In response to our request for information on early day railroad 
Surveys in this area the company representatives came up with the follow- 
ing interesting and valuable information: 


Corr 


May 6, 195) 
File: A10 = P7 


Mr. Sherman Combs, 
Packwood, Washington 


Dear Mr. Combs: 


In response to your ktter of April 28 I have obtained additional 
information regarding the surveys made in 1878 to 1880 to White Pass 
and vicinity. 


Answers to your questions in the April 2oth letter are: 


(1) What was name of chief of party? (lh) Why was name "White Pass" 
used on map? (5) Was the name of the leader of the party "White"? 


There were a number of survey parties. The August, 1880 survey party 
was headed by D. D. Clarke. Another party was led by Charles A. White 
in 1878, who probably discovered the pass which is called White Pass. It 
Seemed to be the practice to name a fass after the name of the discoverer, 
as evidenced by Clarke's statement on Page 3 of the attached letter, "This 
was discovered by Mre Carlton at the time of making his survey in 1867 and 
hence may be properly called the Carlton Pass." 


(2) Were supplies packed in with horses or by men? 
Horses were used as far up the trail as possible. 


(3) If by men, were Indians used? There is no evidence of any 
Indians being used on surveys to White Pass, but Indians were used on 
Surveys in other locations . 


Early~-day history is extremely interesting to us and your letter pro= 
vided the incentive to dig deep into the archives which uncovered inform= 
ation of value and interest to all of us. I hope that when you have your 
historical paper printed we may have an opportunity to see a copy. Thank 
you for writing and if your work requires further correspondence please 
write us again. We shall be happy to hear from you. Copies of corresp- 
ondence which may be of interest to you are attached. 


Yours very truly, 


/s/ L. L. Perrin 


NaC a duovisran RR MERTON 
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Ne. P. R. R. = Continued Page 2 
CorY 


Report of W. Milnor Roberts, Chief Engineer of the Northern Pacific RR on 
the surveys for the branch line from Tacoma across the Cascade Range in 1678. 


On the 18th of July, 1878, I arrived at new Tacoma, the terminus of 
the main and branch railroads on Puget Sound, and immediately organized a 
full party of Engineers and placed it in charge of Mr. D. D. Clark, Assist- 
ant Engineer. This party began field work on the 23rd day of July at Orting 
on the Branch Road 18 miles from New Tacoma. 

Shortly after I organized a second party under the charge of Mr. Charles 
A. White, Assistant Engineer, and after some preliminary work by way of the 
Nisqually Valley, Bear Prairie and the Upper Cowlitz River to the main sum- 
mit at Cowlitz Pass for the purpese of surveying the line down the western 
Slopes of the Cascade Range to meet the survey then in progress under Mr. 
‘Clarke, who was surveying eastward. 


Summit Creek, Sept. 1, 1878 
W. Milnor Roberts, ESQ. 


Chief Enges Ne P. RR. 
Dear Sir: 


@ 


I am glad to hear of your safe arrival at Yakima City. The pack train 
got here all right today. I write you all I can say about the work thus 
far. We have worked on the line 5 days. One day was occupied in moving 
camp and run 33 stations, nearly all on a steep hill side. The alignment 
is good. Only at two points snort tunnels would be necessary, one about 
400 ft. and the other about 200 ft. The ground is rocky the whole distance, 
but now we have gcton a little better ground. 

About one-fourth of our time has been taken up with going to and 
coming from the work, the hill sides are too steep for trails and consequent- 
ly we have had to camp some distance off from the work. Will try if possible 
to get nearer for the line since the pack train has come back. I believe 
that the distance has been overestimated and that unless I can find it on 
the Clearwater branch of the Cowlitz will have trouble to get down to the 
river. I have run about 6 miles and am opposite a point about 8 miles be- 
low the summit or camp by trail. I have as yet had no time to make a re- 
connaisance to the head of Clearwater branch but, as soon as I can get 
matters to run better will start off. I have written to Mr. Clark as you 
directed and send Jim off tomorrow, hoping you will excuse this written in 
haste. 


Respectfully your obt. servt. 
Chas. A. White 


Copy off Report of reconnaisance on thé head of Clearwater branclt of Cowlitz 
rivers 

Having observed the barometer reading at Cowlitz pass and aliso at a large 
lake previously found, and compared them with the present readings TI ascended 
the ridges running southerly from Cowlitz Pass and traveled in a Southerly 
direction about five miles, ridges varying in height from 5,000 ta6,000 ft. 
and from which I had an extended view east and west. And descended to what 
proved to be the head of the Clearwater branch of Cowlitz running S. 75% W 
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at this point I found the barometer reading 25.50 = going down the stream 
half a mile bar. 25.72 one mile var. 25.78 returning to the point first found 
I went up stream half a mile to the summit bar. 25.41 which for a quarter 

of a mile is leve} thence slopes slightly to a large lake one eight of a 
mile bar. 25.50. Said lake is about three quarters of a mile long by half 

a mile wide and has an outlet at the east end into Tieton creek. Two streams 
each larger than the one that heads on the summit, came in fron the south 
from high snow-capped mountains and form the main stream of the Clearwater 
fork of Cowlitz which continued about four miles in a course 5S. 75% W where 
it makes a bend northerly. The mountains on the southern side of the stream 
are high and somewhat steep and broken though well timbered with but little 
rock in view lower down, on the north side I could not obtain a good view 
for timber but the ranges are not so high or broken as on the south side 
eastwardly from the suumit the land appears of the same general character, 
well timbered and in places rocky at a few places on the north side as rocky 
slides of which however only one extends down to the lake on the north west 
side, the southern side of the summit seems free from any slides. 

In summing up I found that the stream falls westwardly from the summit 
for the first half a mile 90 ft., for the second half mile, 220 ft., for 
the third half mile, 60 ft. or in a mile and a half, 370 ft. 

Eastwardly from the summit the fall to the foot of the lake is only 
90 ft. for a distance of seven eights of a mile. 

Returning by a route further east I crossed the main branch of Tilton 
creek, a tributary of Natches river, running southeasterly into another 
large lake, and which drains the summit between Summit Creek and the Clear- 
water branch of Cowlitz, and arrived the same day at the point of starting 
and found the barometer reading the same as it did in the morning. 


/s/ Chas. A. White 
copy 


Engineers Office, New Tacoma, Oct. 2, 1878 
Milnor W. Roberts, Esq. 
Chf. Engineer, NorthemPacific R. R. 
Sir: 

I herewith submit the following report of a survey made in accordance 
with instruction furnished me on starting for the work, from the summit of 
Cowlitz Pass, westward, for the purpose of finding an available route for 
a railroad, and to connect with a line run by Mr. D. D. Clarke eastward 
towards the above mentioned pass. On our way to the work we have a general 
view of the ground over which a line would necessarily have to be run and 
made such observations as were thought necessary to get a proper idea of the 
best location for a line with a descending grade of 2 feet in a hundred, the 
range of mountains on the south side seemed to afford the easiest and most 
uniform slope for a roadbed, having a less number of rocky bluffs and broken 
ridges exposed to view than the mountains on the north side of Summit Creek, 
and believing, from maps in our possession, that a sufficient distance could 
be obtained, I started therefor at the lowest part found on the summit of 
Cowlitz Pass and running thence southerly on the slope of the hillside, 
around the different streams that form the head of Summit creek, about two 
miles, thence turning westerly down the valley of the Cowlitz, the line from 
this point runs mostly on steep hillsides, sloping north, with no serious 
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obstructions for a good roadbed, from sta. 160 to Sta. 210 the ground is 
springy, numerous springs run on the surface, rock crops out at a great many 
points and loose rocks are found mixed with the soil, which is light and 
sandy, the timber consists of larch, pines, fir and some mountain cedar, it 

is mostly small in size, though in places it is large enough for lumbering 
the alignment is good up to Sta. 420 where high rocky bluffs intervene and 
may render heavy curvature necessary. At Sta. 120 a tunnel, 00 ft. long 
would be found necessary and also one at sta. 272 about 300 ft. long. From 
sta 120 the entire distance is rock and considerable amount of tunnelling would 
be necessary as the steepness of the mountain side does not admit of great 
change or swerving from the contour line of the slope. Having run the line to 
sta. 1:70 and finding that I was approaching a sharp point about 200 feet be- 
low the crest of the ridge, which is a sharp backbone of rock, and not having 
sufficient room for a ten degree curve to get around to the south side of the 
ridge, I offset from Sta. 457 & 45 south across said ridge, having gone down 
some distance on the south side, to sta. 465,I found my progress further 
barred by perpendicular bluffs on each side and below me, extending eastwardly 
arcund a point in view half a mile off. From this point I obbained a good 
view of the ground a line would have to traverse down to the mouth of the 
Muddy fork of the Cowlitz river which in a straight line is about five miles 
off and finding that I would still have to make a distance of about twenty 
five miles to get down to the crossing of Cowlitz River, and from which point 
an up grade would be necessary, and being fully satisfied from a view of the 
ground before me and from traingvlations made to ascertain distance and height 
of a certain ridge south of here which is too low to be used in distributing 
the cistance that said distance could not be had. I therefore, on my return 
from a reconnaisence at the head of the Clearwater branch of Cowlitz river, 
abandoned said line and moved camp to the mouth of the Muddy branch of Cowlitz 
river. The elevation of the starting point on the summit of Cowlitz pass was 
found by barometer to be 1965 taken from observations during two days prior 

to starting, though Mr. D. 0. Clarke found in March last the altitude to be 
4160 ft. this difference being so large, it was thought that only a line of 
levels would establish the true altitude, which however, owing to the lateness 
of the season have to be abandoned. 

I here append the barometer readings at the different points where elev- 
ations were established. These readings were obtained within a few hours of 
each other on the same day and were subsequently tested and compared 

Starting point, Summit Cowlitz Pass, » « « © e + « bare 2h.98 


ta. 389 on line above Camp No. 3 Lea i cw wy me 25.70 elev. 4,203 
by Camp No. 3 - 10 miles down Summit Creek. «+ +--+ ® 27.55 levels 
Muddy Fork, Cowlitz Rivers «2.0 e+ eee ee oe 8 28.17 


The difference between Sta 389, elevation 203 or 770 ft. below the 
summit end the Mugdy fork (true elevation as found by levels, 1255) in baro- 
meter readings is 277 inches, which would make the trus elevation of the 
summit close vpon 800 ft. 

Starting from the Muddy Fork on the north side of the Cowlitz river with 
an elevation as obtained by barometer I run with an up grade of 2 ft. ina 
hundrec, the line soon passes on hill sides which for the first 270 stations 
are moderately steep or rolling, with rocky points projecting above the line-~ 
at sta. 176 Ohav creck ravine is encountered 400 ft. wide and 100 ft. deep 
with rock on both siges. Should the line be located higher up the crossing 
touid ce comparatively easy as the ravine narrows in a short distance above 
the line--at Sta 280 the line turns northwesterly up Squaitz canon and from 
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here to our junction with Mr. Glark's line at Sta. h63 the work is harder. 
Steep slopes and frequent ravines are encountered as shown by the profile. 
Rock is found in pilace and is shilly basalt. The soil is sandy mixed wibh 
loose rock, at different points deep cuts or short tunnels will be necessary 
as well as high trestling across ravines, though no specific description 
could be given at this time owing to lack of time, the timber is all dead, 
though for the first four miles considerable amount of fir, hemlock and cedar 
is found along Cowlitz river, a line for a railroad could be located higher 
up without materially increasing the work of building the road though gener- 
ally the mountain appears more rocky and broken above the line, upon closing 
on Mr. Clark's line I found that the true elevation of the starting point at 
Muddy Fork is 1255 feet or 215 lower than given by barometer. : 

I would say in conclusion that having from late experience found that 
distances as traveled on Indian trails and over difficult ground, are always 
overestimated as has been proven when compared with actual measurements in 
the survey just concluded. I therefore think that in my explorations in the 
Natches pass I also overestimated the diétance and think that in all proba~ 
bility a tunnel could be had there and a considerable elevation avoided with~- 
out going the distance my report may indicate, the ground thus being rough 
and rocky and the line of travel not direct, consequently a good deal of 
time was taken up in going a short distance, and as the barometer readings 
on the two passes are nearly the same with the advantage of a tunnel in favor 
of Natches pass and only one summit to overcomes I hereby wish to correct 
ny Mrone impressions my report may causee 

Very respectfully, your obt. servant, 
Chase Ae White, Asst. Engr. 


COPY REPORT OF W. MILNOR ROBERTS, 1878, Oct. 23 


There is an alternate route south 6f Mount Tacoma, crossing a divide 
about seven miles south of Cowlitz Pass, which, according to our barometrical. 
observations is about 1,350 feet above the sea. The Cowlitz Pass, according 
to our barometrical and instrumental surveys combined, being about 4,750 feet. 
This is the lowest pass known to us south of Mount Tacoma. I consider it 
practicable to reach this summit via the Clearwater Fork of the Cowlitz; 
but it has not yet been surveyed. From this summit a line may be practicable 
passing down the waters of the Treton branch of the Naches to the mouth of 
the Tieton; whence, eastward, it would be the same as the line down the 
‘ Naches river. — 


COPY 


Northern Pacific Railroad Company, Engineérs Office 
New Tacoma W.T. August 28th, 1880 
Col. Isaac W. Smith, Engineer Cascade Mt. Surveys 
Dear Sir: 

In accordance with your instructions given verbally and by letter of 
June lst I have made a survey and examination of the Valley of the Clear- 
water branch of the Cowlitz River with the view of ascertaining the feasi- 
bility of that route as an approach ‘to the White and Cowlitz Passes, and 
desire to submit the following report: 
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(Copy of report) 


Having organized my party I left New Tacoma mn the morning of June lst 
and proceeded via NP RR to Napavine Station, and from that point we took our 
departure the next day with pack animals and Supplies for the expedition. 

Our course was Easterly ascending the Valley of the Cowlitz over the route 
taken by White and Bogue in April last. It secmed to be advisable for us to 
take this route rather than the shorter one via Nisqually on account of there 
being a less number of streams to cross and consequently less danger of delay, 
the streams ail being at flood stage and serious obstacle to overcome. But 
even on this route we did not altogether avoid difficulties of this nature. 

Owing tc the danger in crossing the Cowlitz, which was very high from 
melting ssows, we were not able to avail ourselves of the old Indian trail 
existing on the North bank of the river, but werg obliged to make a new trail 
for the last 30 miles before reaching the mouth of the Clearwater, or after 
leaving the trail made by White and Bogue at Cispus Prairie. 

The dense unbroken forest found aicng the Cowlitz effectually prevented 
our making rapia marches and hence it was not till June 25th that we succeeded 
in reaching our camp on the Clearwater two miles East of the mouth of the 
Muddy, at an estimated distance of 87 miles from Napavwine. 

From an inspection of a map showing the position of the several branches 
of the upper Cowlitz it will be seen that there are two principal routes by 
which it could be hoped to effect a descent into the Cowlitz Valley from 
any of the Passes at the head of the Cowlitz or its branches. First, by 
Skirting the ridges at the foot of Mt. Rainier and developing a line along 
the streams flowing from the North, and second, by a line along the several 
branches of the Clearwater flowing from the South. In his report upon the 
surveys made in 1678, Chief Engineer Col. W. Milnor Roberts says that owing 
to the rugged appearance of the mountains the former plan did not seem to 
him to be feasible, and accordingly he ordered the survey from Cowlitz Pass 
to be made along the South side of the valley, Therefore, in continuance of 
his plan and recommendation it was decided that a survey should be made via 
the Clearwater as it would serve to develop the line from either the White 
Pass or the Cowlitz Pass. 

In planning the conduct of our survey it was decided to be best to begin 
in the valley and run up with our grade line instead of going to the summit 
and mmning dow, on account of the snow which was known to be very deep near 
the summit of the mountains and alsm on account of the construction of our 
pack trail which was thought could best be done as the survey progressed to 
the Eastward. Accordingly the day after our arrival we began the survey by 
making connection with the initial point established by Mr. White in 1878, 
on the West bank of the Muddy Fork about a half mile above its mouth, the 
elevation of the point being 125 above sea level. I found upon examination 
that from the elevation of our starting point it would be impossible to 
ascend the vaiey of the Muddy so as to gain any distance and elevation, the 
stream running in a canyon and having a rapid descent for some distance above 
our survey, the line was therefore started to the Eastward along the North 
bark of the Cowlitz. The grade adopted was 2.2 ft. per 100, in accordance 
with your instructions. 


{At this point we are omitting that portion of this report which repeats 
techuical information given in foregoing reports on these surveys.) 
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The distance made by ow survey cah be increased a few miles by taking 
advantage of every curve in the valley, but nevertheless I do not regard 
it as practicable to develop the length of line required. 

Hyen were it possible to accomplish this part the nature of the mountain 
slopes is such aS to meke the construction of a road-bed extremely difficult. 
Although the mountain sides ere generally covered with timber yet the drift 
does not appear to be very deep and undoubtedly many ledges of solid rock 
would be found near the surface. 

The streams 211 run in canyons, with walls nearly or quite perpendicular 
in many places, while the higher slopes of the ridges, varying from 15* to 
50%. are very Steep, and in places garth and rock slides of considerable 
exten’ would have to be crossed, so thet the general appearance of the whole 
region from the summit to the mouth of the Clearwater is of the most rugged 
charactor, the mountains to tne South being even more formidable than those 
adjoining our survcy. In view of the facts presented above I am led to the 
conclusion that the Valley of the Clearwater does not afford a feasible route 
for a raiircad. 

During the progress of the survey Wm. Packwood, the pioneer explorer in 
this region was in our camp for a few days, and from him I gained such infor- 
mation regarding the location of the Pass through which the survey made by 
W. H. Carlton in 1867 crossed the summit as led me to believe that previous 
information on that point was incorrect. The statements of Mr. Packwood 
being confirmed by some observation which I had made a few days previously 
while on the summit of the ridge between Clearwater and Summit Creek, it 
was deemed advisable to continue our survey along the crest of the mountain 
as far as the so-called Carlton Pass. 

‘rom a point near the summit of the White Pass we therefore ran a 
meander line along the crest of the main range, noting the distance and 
elevation of various points. General course of line N. 1O* W. 

+ a distance of 8 miles we reached a point near the old Packwood or 
Cowlitz trail, which Mr. Packwood described as being the Cowlitz Pass. Near 
this place and within a half mile of each other I found the point shown me 
by Longnaire in March 1578 as being on the Carlton Survey, and also the initial 
point estabiished oy Mr. White in his survey made the same season. The 
elevation af the point was ascertained to be 863 ft. 

Continuing the survey 3 miles further to the Northward we found a gap 
in the dividing ridge which had an elevation of but 170 ft. or 693 ft. lower 
than the Cowlitz Pass, The location of this point corresponded with the des- 
cription given by Packwood of the place where the Carlton survey crossed 
the summit. The Pass is but a narrow opening through the ridge and is not 
easily discovered when at any distance to the South. 

This depression in the range, as I am informed, was discovered by Mr. 
Carlton at the time of making his survey in 1867 and hence may properly be 
called the Cariton Pass. 

The survey made by Mr. White in 1878 showed that it was impracticable 
to descend to the Westward from the Cowlitz Pass, using a maximum grade. 
Notwithstanding tnat the Carlton Pass is found to be so much lower I think 
it will. be found to be equally impracticable to descend from that summit to 
the level of the Cowlitz Valley opposite the mouth of the Muddy, but did 
not make a survey to ascertain the exact distance which could be developed. 

The whoie length of svch a line would fall upon the mountain slopes as 
in the case of the line to White Pass, and although in this instance the 
slopes are in some respects more favorable yet very heavy work would be re- 
quired. Solid rock cliffs would be encountered near the summit and one or 
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more short tunnels would undoubtedly be necessary. After the completion of 
the survey to C,rlton Pasg I made a barometrical reconnaisance to the North- 
west, following the crest of the range to the base of Mt. Rainier at the 
head of the main Cowlitz, but at no point did I find the elevation of the 
Summit to be less than 5000 ft. Returning I descended the valley of the 
Cowlitz and rejoined my party at the mouth of the Clearwater. This upper 
portion of the Cowlitz Valley is several hundred yards wide in its braadest 
part, and within 15 miles of the summit has an elevation of but 3360 ft. 
During the time we were on the summit of the main range July 17-28th the 
average depth of the snow was from 3 to 6 ft. A few of the most exposed 
points were entirely bare. 

The indications are that in some places during the winter the snow had 
reached a depth of from 12 to 15 ft. The surveys so far made indicate the 
impracticability of a line reaching the summit of any of the Passes mentioned 
by starting from the Cowlitz Valley at the mouth of the Muddy Fork. But if 
the line should follow the route via Nisqually and the Bear Prairie summit 
then I think the crossing of the Muddy could be effected at a point some dis- 
tance from its mouth and having from two to three hundred feet greater elev- 
aticn than our present crossing. Should this be done it might be possible 
to develop a considerable length of line by ascending the valley of the Muddy 
and also the main Cowlitz, the upper course of both of these streams being 
more favorable than near their mouth. 

In the event that sufficient distance could be developed to take the 
line into the upper part of the Cowlitz Valley two courses would be open, 
one to seek to ascend to the Carlton Pass by turning to the South along the 
ridge on the East side of the Cowlitz to a point near the mouth of Summit 
Creek and thence turning to the N. E. ascending that stream to the summit 
of Carlton Pass, but this would require the line to be suspended upon the 
steep mountain sides for a long distance, and hence would be a very difficult 
and expensive piece of work. 

Also, further examinations on the E,st side of the range, near the head 
of the Cowlitz and North Fork of Bumping River might develop the fact that 
a low valley was to be found on the East to correspond with the Cowlitz 
Valley on the West, and that the two might be connected by a tunnel, but it 
would probably have to be at least two miles in length. Either route men- 
tioned above would necessitate very heavy work, and your attention has bem 

called to them simply because they seem to promise the most favorable open- 
ing of any in that region and under some circumstance might possibly be made 
available. 

I have prepared a sketch map showing the lines surveyed by my party 
this summer and their connection with former surveys. On the map I have 
marked the elevation of various points, taken by barometer and level and 
which will enable you to judge of the grades necessary to reach the various 
Passes. Leaving our camp on Clearwater July 3lst we started on our return 
to New Tacoma and reached our destination August 10th having been engaged 
two months and ten days in the prosecution of our work. 


Yours Respectfully, 


D. D. Clarke, 
Asst. Engr. 
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FOREST HISTORY 


By Congressional authority President Harrison in 1891 withdrew public 
domain and created the first permanent forest reserve. In 1897 President 
Cleveland declared as reserve forest, an additional 21,000,000 acres which 
includes the present Gifford Pinchot National Forest. These forest reserves 
were first placed under the administration of the Interior Department. In 
1905 President Theodore Roosevelt transferred the forest reserves to the 
jurisdiction of the Department of Agriculture and named the administrative 
organization the Forest Service. Later the name Forest Reserve was changed 
to National Forests. The policy under which the National Forests are ad- 
ministrated was laid down by the Secretary of Agriculture February 1, 1905. 
By 1907 President Roosevelt,with Chief Forester Gifford Pinchot's assistance, 
increased the National Forests in western stated to over 148,000,000 acres. 
The total net National Forest area now stands at about 171,000,000. 


The administrative headquarters of the National Forests is the office 
of the Chief, Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, Washington D. C. 
The direct contact of field work rests with the Regional Office, which for 
this area is in Portland, Oregon. (Region 6) 


The object of the Forest Service is to administer the forest rescurees- 
wood, water, forage, wildlife, recreation and many others - under the multiple 
use system which insures the greatest good to the greatest number of people 
in the long run. 


When the area was originally set aside as a reserve in 1897, the forest 
land between the Columbia River and Snoqualmie Pass was proclaimed the 
Mt. Rainier National Forest Reserve. Effective July 1, 1908 President 
Roosevelt divided this area along the Cispus-Lewis River divide, thereby 
creating the Columbia Forest south of that line. 


On October 13, 1933 the Rainier National Forest was dissolved and 
the Packwood and Randle districts were added to the Columbia Forest. The 
net forest area of the Packwood district was then 239,597 acres. 


On October 15, 1949 the name Columbia National Forest was changed to 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest in honor of the great conservationist, 
Gifford Pinchot, our first Chief Forester. 


Frank Gates was the first forest officer in this locality. He lived 
on his homestead one=half mile below the Cora Bridge. He kft the Service 
in about 1899. Following that an occasional forest officer came into the 
Cowlitz Valley (about once a year), then most generally known as the "Big 
Bottom", on foot from Elbe, Wash., and remained for a few days or a week 
at atime. In 1901 the Forest Supervisor spent a few days in the valley 
and later appointed a local young man as ranger for this area. This ranger 
was the sole forest officer in the Cispus and Cowlitz watersheds and made 
Occasional trips east of the summit and south of Mt. Adams. He resigned 
early to take up dentistry and was followed by other officers whose work 
was confined to the Gowlitz - Cispus watersheds. 


In 1906 the Randle Ranger Station was improved, a cabin was butt and 
the ranger was given two men to assist him in his work. 
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Forest History - continued Page 2 


In 1907 the Cowlitz-Cispus area was divided into two districts, namely 
Randle and Sulphur Springs (now Packwood) and district rangers were assigned 
to each. Harry M. Cunningham was the first district ranger for Sulphur 
Springs district with headquarters at the present Skate Creek Guard Station. 
Cunningham resigned in i931). The ranger had little assistance until 191.0 
when he was given one guard, Jules Hagen, who was stationed at the Davis 
Coal mines on Summit Creek where there was a cabin in which to live, 


At that time roads were poor and the trails consisted of a few rough 
Indian trails or ways erudely chopned out by prospectors or early day sur- 
veying parties and stuck men. ‘There were no bridges on any of the streams, 
including the Cowlitz River. Travel was slow and, although some horses were 
used, much work was done on foot. Up tntil 1909 the nearest source of 
supplies was Randle. 


In 1915 William (Bill) Sethe was assigned to the Packwood District. 
Sethe was transferred to the Supervisor's staff as Fire Assistant in 1927 
and was replaced by Fred Horngnist, who served as District Ranger tntil 1931. 
After that, Bill again served as District Ranger until he retired February 
28th, i947. Chenges due to promotions then became more rapid and the 
Succeeding District Rangers were Ruben S. Jacobsen, Dave Gibney and Fritz 
Morriscen, who is Packwcod's present District Ranger. 


At the beginning forest officers were selected and appointed for their 
ability as woodsmen or stockmen, as the need required. Later, ranger exam= 
inations were held and selections were made fram the list of successful 
competitors. Usually only men who were actual doors as woodsmen, miners, 
stocknen, etce, passed the examinations. Prefessional men such as lawyers 
often failed. The work at that time did not include much forestry practice. 
It consisted chiefly of protection from fire and trespass and construction 
of trails and cabins. 


Karly day settlers were accustamed to using the public domain in any 
manner that suited their own needs. Stock was allowed to graze at will and 
timber was cut for uses on their homesteads wherever found. Fires were set 
when they so desired, regardless of the season, to clear land or to remove 
fallen trees from roads or trails. They were not accustomed to being gov- 
ernsd by forest regulations and resented any attempt at such control. This 
presented one of the ranger's greatest problems and caused much animosity 
and resentment toward the Forest Service. 


The most destructive fires in this district were set by mane The 
burned area, now containing reprcduction, extending from Johnson Creek to 
Kilborn Creek has been burned over repeatedly by clearing fires, the first 
being in 1895. The Cispus fire of 1902 was caused by a prospector burning 
a log out of a trail. 


Up until about 191) there were no river bridges. When waters were too 
high to wade or cross on horseback, crossings were made by canoes or ferry 
boats. When these were not available, it was necessary to find a drift of 
logs that extended all the way across the river some distance up or down 


the strean. 
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Forest History - continued Page 3 


Improvement of conditions were first started in 1906 when the Forest 
Service, in cooperation with R. Green who was seeking water power sites, 
built the Skate Creek trail. In 1907 the Cowlitz Pass trail was built to 
replace the rough trail blazed out by Billy Packwood many years before the 
days of settlement. Henry Blankenship of Randis, Washe, was in charge of 
the location and construction. About this same time the Clear Fork trail 
was built by the North Coast Railroad survey party and the Packwood Lake 
trail by R. Green. The Johnson Creek trail was built by the Forest Service 
in 1912. Avery narrow wagon trail was built to Clear Fork in 1922 and 
this was continued to Ohanapecosh by private parties in 1923. 


; ao 
Telephone communication was not available until 1910 when residents of 
the valley constructed a party line from Randle to Packwood and vicinity. 
The Forest Service built its first telephone lines of the district in 1912 
from the Davis Coal Mines to Skate Creek Ranger Station. During the winter 
of 1912-13 a line was constructed along the Skate Creek trail to connect 
with outgoing lines at Longmire. 


It was only after the Forest Supervisor had been thrown from his horse 


into the river, in the fall of 1913, that the need for a bridge was seen. 


Accerdingly a small appropriation was arranged and with considerable assist- 
ance from local residents, a light suspension bridge was built, eight feet 
in width, south of the Ranger Station in Section 15. From then on travel 
was simplified until the bridge was destroyed by high waters in 1920. 


In 1923 the Ranger's headquarters were moved to Packwood ( then Lewis). 
By that time many of the old trails had been made better. New ones wera 
constructed in the years to follow. Improvments of the present Ranger 
Szation were started in 1930. The residence building was constructed and 
occupied in 1931; 


By 190 the Packwood District had a total of eight regularly operated 
Lookout stations. These were later reduced to six. 


In the early 1920's this district supported eleven sheep allotments 
and three cattle ranges. These numbers have now been reduced to one sheep 
allotment and one horse and five cattle ranges. 


At the present time a very large part of the Ranger's work consists 
of Forest Management such as timber sales, bug control, thinning, selective 
cutting, etce, in addition to location and construction of timber access 
roads, trail construction, recreation, grazing, wildlife and many other 
duties. 
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C. C. C, DAYS 


In 1933 a bill was passed by Congress to appropriate monay to be 
used to put unemployed men to work and soon after this the Civilian Con- 
servation Corps started organizing. The first camp in this area was 
established on the Cispus River near Tower Rock on about the first of April. 

The first camp in the Packwood district was a @ide camp from one of 
Randle District cams and was located near Cortright Creek on the old Hot 
Springs Road. A foreman, Charles Brady, and forty men worked out of this 
camp all. summer. 


The work they did consisted of rebuilding the telephone line to Twin 
Sister Lakes, while other small crews worked on trails in the Packwood 
district. Ali work done in this area was under the supervision of the 
Columbia National Forest. 


In the fall of 1933 a permanent camp at Packwood was established, the 
land cleared and buildings constructed. This camp was occupied for several 
years, during the winter by the main camp and in summer by side camps. 

The personnel in the camp was composed mostly of young men ranging in age 
from eighteen to thirty years. These were recruited from all over the 
United States, Later, some older men were allowed to enroll and were used 
as leaders. 


All the work done was under the supervision of the Forest Service. 
New trails, roads, buildings and telephone lines were built and old ones 
repaired and maintained while the camp was at Packwood, 


The La Wis Wis camp and picnic area was constructed, Johnson Creek 
Road to Glacier Creek, Packwood cable bridge across the Cowlitz River and 
the road to the old Ranger Station (now known as the Skate Creek Guard 
Station}, four Lookout Stations, three Guard Stations and a number of othe 
buildings e 


The C. C. C. were used as lookouts and to help fight forest fires 
during the fire season. 


A summer camp was established at Ohanapecosh in 1933 and was used 
for three years. This camp was under the supervision of the National 
Park Service. During the time the camp was at Ohanapecosh the present 
camp and picnic grounds were constructed, also a number of trails, tele- 
phone lines and bridges. 


Many of the improvements made by the C. C. C. on the National 
Forests and Parks will stand as land marks for years to come. 
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HISTORY OF LA WIS WIS GARDEN CIRCLE #32 
EN UILNULE F5C 


A group of people met July 9, 1935 for the purpose of organizing a 
garden club. Mr. A. V, Eanson was asked to conduct the meeting. The 
constitution and by-laws wore read and accepted, 


Object of ths gardcn club: 


The object cf the geaxien club shall be to stimulate the knowledge and 
love of gardenins, both Flowers and vegetables, among amateurs; to aid in 
the protecticn of native trees, plants and birds; to encourage Civic plant- 
ing and beautification; to aid and guide home owmers in making the home 
garden and sutcwidines iore attractive. 


The Charter members ares 


Mrs. Mary Hall ) Mr, and Mrse A. V. Hanson 
Mr. and Mrs. M. O, Higgins Mr, and lirs. William Bivins 
Mr. and Mrs. W. &. Estes Mr, and Mrs. Lewis Berry 
Mr. and Mrs, William Sethe Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Combs 
ir. and Mrs. Herbert Sethe Mr. and Mrs. 0. B. Darling 


Election of officers was held at this date; 


Mr. A. V. Hanson was nominated for president by Mr. Sherman Combs. 

Mrs. W. J. Estes was nominated for Vice-president by Mrs. lm. Sethe. 

Mrs. L. V7. Berry was nominated for secretary~treasurer by Mr. Estes, 

Each of the candidates was declared elected by acclamation. The members 
decided to hold another meeting when Mr. N. B. Coffman, president of Lewis 
County Garden Clubs, and Mr. D. Bush are present to discuss the dedication 
and naming of the new camp grounds formerly known as Clear Fork Tourist Camp. 


Mr, Coffman suggested that the club be called "LaWisWis Garden Circle 
#32" the name being taken from the "Legend of La Wis Wis" meaning white rose, 
which is the emblem of the Circle. (Legend appears in this report). The 
motion was made and carried that the name La Wis Wis be accepted, 


Mr. Bush asked the club to furnish a lunch for the boys band from the 
State Training School at the dedication of the new camp and that a member 
of the garden clnbd be appointed to represent the circle at the dedication. 
Mrs. L. W. Berry was noninated. 


July 19, 1935 the Garden Club and the Improvement Club had a joint 
meeting. A motion was made and carried that the La Wis Wis Circle #32 
have a regular monthly meeting -- the second Tuesday of each month at 
8:00 o'clock was chosen. 


September 10, 1935 Mr. Coffman, president of Lewis County Garden Clubs 
attended our meeting, bringing iirs. Emery of Napavine to present the Charter 
to our club. Mr. Drew of Toledo read his poem "La Wis Wis". Mr. Coffman 
announced that officers are to be elected in October, 


Election of officers was held in October, electing Mrs. W. J. Estes, presi- 
dent, lirs. Wm. Bivins, vice-president, and Mrs. L. W. Berry, Secretary-treas- 


urer. 
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Garden Club - continued Page 2 


The La Wis Wis Gerden Circle #32 joined the Washington State Fed- 
eration of Garden Clubs in October, 1950, 


The purpose of the Federation is a step in the right direction for 
if we all have an interest and work to further it, it will have an in- 
estimable valve for evory club and every member, and exert a tremendous 
influence in horticulture and other gardening fields. 


Rach year a cortain project has been completed. Among the more out- 
standing projects are: 


Chairs fox the school auditorium, stage curtains for school, 
funds laid aside for beautification of school grounds, clearing 
and refensing cemetery, buil-dozing and gravelling new road 
into cemetery, and finally our present (1951) project is the 
staging of this year's District Flower Show. This flower show 
is to be held in the schoolhouse August 18th. It is the 6th 
annual Flower Shew for this district, 


1953 funds were raised for buying chairs for the school. 
The landscaping of the schoolgrounds was started. 

A project that is followed up each month is to remember 
someone (i11 or bedridden) with a gift for two months. 
Project, “Seeds for Asia", 

Exhibit and Float at Harvest Festivals. 

Judging and clerking at flower Show in Glenoma, 1953 
Held Eastern District Meeting. 

Winning 125 points at Southwest Washington Fair. 


Our ways and means; 


(1) A Hassock Hope Chest was raffled off and proceeds were 
given to P. T. A. towards buying the chairs. 


(2) Serving Toastmaster's Club dinners, 4 weeks in succession. 
(3) Raffled small items among members, 
(4) Cake Walk. 


Present Program: 


Take a field trip to Cal Slagle's when Iris are in bloom. 
Finish landscaping the schoolgrounds, 

Work on entrance to Packwood. 

Planting shrubs and flowers around the firehouse. 
Triangle landscaping project. 
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH 
nan ceed teehee} 


The Easter of 1936, Mr. and Mrs. Pringle, their son and 
Orville Danielson came from Ryderwood, Washington and held 
services in tho cl.l Lewis Hall, then used for a school, There 
was a good crowd. Orville Danielson and the young Mr. Pringle 
held services outside of the building for the small children. 
They sang choruses and had Sunday School. Mrs, Pringle taught 
the Bible Class in the hall, 


Later, in May of the same year, the three young men, 
John Turner, Orville Danielson and Mr, Pringle came and held 
a series of mectings. Out of these meetings sprang the Full 
Gospel Church of Packwood. Reverend John Turner and family 
stayed on and was our Pastor for six years. 


Reverend Turner had not been here long until the Lewis 
Hall burned. Church was then held in first one place and 
then another. 


After a few months, Re A. Neeley purchased a lot from 
August Snyder and gave it for a church. Trees were given by 
Mrs. John Snyder and felled by Tom Lyda and John Turner. Ruben 
Gilleland came from Centralia and hauled them to Kerr's Mill, 
now Packwood Lumber Company, where they were sawed into lumber. 
Sam Easter did the loading of the logs. Lee Morris hauled the 
first load of lumber onto the Church site. 


The chureh was built under the supervision of A. V. Hanson, 
with members of the Church helping with the building. 


March 3rd, 1941 this Church was affiliated with the General 
Council of the Assemblies of God. 


Today we have a nice parsonage and want to add on to the 
front of our Church building. 


Mrs. A. V. Hanson 
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THE KERR BROTHERS 


In 1932 Wesley P. Kerr and Henry L. Kerr, know as Kerr 
Bros. Logging Company, finished cutthhg a timber claim at Win- 
lock, Washington. They heard of electric Wiring work at the 
Packwood C. C, C. Camo and came up to do the job, which lasted 
about three weelts, While they were here, Henry meh Sherman 
Combs and they discussed the possibility of a power plant for 
the town of Packwood, 


Wesley and Henry decided to build a power plant and Sherman 
turned a water right over to them. They figured they had enough 
power to run a su2l]l sawmill so they moved their families to 
Packwood in June 1934 and began building pipe lines and power 
house. The high water stopped them in November 1934 so they put 
in a Diesel plant for that winter. The purchase of a 25 K.W, 
plant started them furnishing Packwood with its first elect- 
ricity. They had many difficulties, but the people of Packwood 
had lots of patience so they got along the first winter and 
spring. 


In May 1935 they finished their first power plant - it 
_put out 100-h.p. 


In June 1935 they started their sawmill and received an 
order for timbers for the Laughing Water Creek Bridge in the 
Rainier National Park, At that time, they were paying $3.50 
and $l,00 per day for labor and $1.50 per M for stumpage. 
They received $11:,60 for timbers delivered to the bridge. 
Veneer blocks were worth $8.00, $11.00 and $14.00 per Mf 
delivered in Tacoma, 


As time went by, conditions improved, Packwood began to 
grow and they installed the second power plant - 100 K.j., 
which took 5300 feet of 16" pipe dow to 8", Kerr Bros. oper- 
ated the sawmill and power plant for nine years. In July 19hh 
they sold their business to Paul Billings, Uno Ostrom and 
J. W. Russell and it became known as Packwood Lumber Company. 


Henry moved to Brookings, Oregon and continued in the 
lumber business, 


Wesley bought the Bivins Ranch and raises Hereford 
cattle, Their children were educated in the Packwood Grade 
School and at Randie High School, 
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AN OUTLINE OF THE PACK & SADDLE 
HORSE BUSINESS 1923 = 5h 


In the year 1923, Howard Anderson bought William (Bill) Blan- 
kenship's interest in the pack and saddle horse business. Bill was 
associated with Sherman Combs. The outfit consisted of approxim-~ 
ately twenty five horses and mules. Some Forest Service packing was 
done end provisions were packed into the Packiood Lake Resort, oper~ 
ated at that time by Mr. and lirs. M. 0. Higgins, who had the con- 
cession there. 


The improved road ended at the Packwood Hotel and a road of sorts 
extended to the Mann place one-half mile southwest of Coal Creek. The 
trail to the Hot Sprincs continued from the road's end and all supplies 
were packed from this »voint by horses or mules. 


Between 1925 - 35 packine was done for the Bureau of Public Roads 
for the location of the West Side Highway in Mt. Rainier National Park, 
and for the White Pass and Cayuse Pass locations. This included re- 
connaissance trips, moving camps in and out and supplying established 
camps... 


Packing for the construction companies followed, while the roads 
were being built; A. C. Greenwood on the West Side Highway, Grays Har- 
bor Construction Co. on the Chinook Pass and Lucich & Co. on the Stev~ 
ens Canyon. 


In 1929 the Shriner Peak fire broke out and Anderson and Combs 
furnished horses for this fire, which lasted about three months. 


In 1932 there were many trail locations and land survey parties. 
The pack horse business grew until the company owned one hundred horses. 


This stock was wintered around Roy, in the prairie country near 
Fort Lewis. They were driven down on the highway, taking approximately 
three days. In the spring a round-up was conducted by Anderson and Combs 
and many other noted pack and saddle horse men, Dick Williams, Heinie 
Loss, Frank Morgan and the Bennett brothers. These men are all part 
of the colorful past which is now vanishing. They all, at scmetime or 
another, furnished pack and saddle stock around Mt. Rainier in differ- 
ent locations. They were all. colorful characters. 


In 1932 or 33 Anderson and Combs packed the Mountaineer Club on 
a three week trip around Mt. Rainier. There were sixty people in the 
party and the trip required five packers and guides. 


The C.C.C. Camps were established around the mountain in the 
early thirties. These camps took about sixty head of horses a season 
to pack supplies and equipment. 
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Pack & Saddle Horse business - cont, Page 2 


Anderson and Combs bought out the Park Contract and the Bennett 
Bros. in 1935 and in that year Charles Hall, Jr, bought Sherman Combs' 
interest in the pack horses and took over the Paradise contract manage- 
ment. The outfit now contained one hundred and seventy five horses. 
This stock was wintered in eastern Washington on a ranch purchased by 
Anderson and Hall. They were brought over the mountains on a four day 
drive from the Rattiesnake Hills above Prosser. Upon reaching Packwood 
ip ale shod and made ready for the sumer season at Packwood and Para- 

Se. 


The barn was in the center of town then and hummed with activity. 
In the falj., hunters flocked in for the opening of the season and it 
ean truly be said that the pack und saddle horse business brought in 
more hunters and fishermen than the town has seen since. Game. was 
plentiful and fishing very good, 


There had been a large planting of fish in all the mountain lakes 
and streams by Otto Beusch, the County Gane Warden, and Sherman Combs 
in the year from 1928 to 1934. In iater years, fish were planted once 
again by the Packwood Red and Gun Club. 


Hunting parties were still coming for the deer hunting until 1950. 
Game became so scarce that in 1953 no horses were rented for deer hunt- 
ing. The influx of hunters had faded away. 


In 1939 Howard Anderson bought Charles Hall, Jr.'s interest and 
continued on with the packing. The outfit now contained around seventy~ 
five horses. Winters were spent on the eastern Washington ranch where 
mules were raised and shipped to eastern markets. During the war years 
Mr. Anderson furnished horses for the Park Service and became a Ranger 
at Mowich Lake. When the war was over, business was resumed at Packwood. 


The Coast and Geodetic Survey were here in 1946 and surveyed at 
night from the high peaks. They kept all the horses and three packers 
busy. This survey lasted mtil the first of November. Part of the sur- 
vey was made on the Indian Reservation. 


Metro Goldwyn Mayer filmed scenic shots for the film "Lassie" in 
Rainier National Park and hired horses for riding and packing. In 1950 
the Forest Service contracted the packing and horses were furnished 
through the following years. 


During that time, material for a O' tower was packed to South 
Point. Mr. Anderson packed supplies for .the camp which was established 
for the purpose of buildine a new link of the Crest Trail high in the 
Goat Rocks. 


In 1951 the Double K Ranch at Goose Prairie contacted Mr. Anderson 
and he became outfitter for the following three years for the trip spon- 
sored by the American Forestry Association. Tourists from all parts 
of the country traveled through the Goat Rocks. 
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PACKWOOD LUMBER COMPANY 


On July 1, 19hk, three Washington lumbemen, Paul W. Billings, Uno 
Ostrom and J. W. Russell, purchased the ten year old Kerr Brothers mill, 
with the idea of building the ideal small sawmill. They employed the 
I, W. Johnson Enginesring Co. of Tacoma to design and erect an all-elettric 
plant alongside the oid sawmill, but the partners also poured their own 
experience into tne designing and planning of this modern plant. 


Every machine in the mill was electrically operated except the carriage, 
nigger and listers wiich were powered by compressed air. The 2h-foot mill 
had a seven-foot Clack band saw with 1) gauge Atkins blade and powered 
with a 100-h.p, motor, The carriage was a Sumer, rack and pinion, wibh 
a Trout setworxs and G. W. Johnson offset, operated by a Soule Speed-D 
twin. The headrig would take a log up to 60 inches but the partners con- 
sidered a O-incn log ideal. 


I. W. Johnson designed an 68-inch edger especially for the Packwood 
mill. One of the important features of this plant was the all automatic 
arrangement of the transfer rolls. Cants and flitches from the headrig 
were controlled through the mill, either to edger or direct to the green 
Chain by a push-button control panel operated by the off-bearer. 


Lumber trimming was done on a "hula" trimmer (so called because it 
could be actuated by the hips of the operator); trimmed stock could then 
go by belt conveyur citiher to planer or green chain by the flip of small 
steel bara. 


Until the advent of the Public Utility District into Packwood in 
1949, Packwood Lumber Company not only generated its ow electric energy 
but supplied the town of Packwood with current from their two hydro- 
electric plants located on Hager Creek, 


In 1948 Paul Billings and J. W. Russell sold their interests in the 
mill to Puget Sound Plywood Company of Tacoma, End of March 195k the 
Puget Sound Plywood in turn sold their interest in the company to Ostrom 
and three associates. 


The operation of the "little sawmill" has grown from an output of 
25,000 board feet of lumber per eight hour day and 29 employees to a 
100,000 foot cut per 16 hour day and employs approximately 100 persons, 
including truck division and key personnel, 


Many improvements have been made in the mill equipment since 19h). 
The company also now owns and operates their own fleet of lumber trucks, 
shipping lumber to all parts of the state as well as transporting it to 
Tacoma and Longview for foreign shipment. Thé next step in the operation 
is to try to find some outlet for by~products. This is being looked into 
and it is felt that before too long an answer will be found that will make 
it possible to have better utilization of lower grade and off-specie 
logs. 
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WHITE PASS HIGHWAY 


Since before 1907 the Washington State Highway Department had bean 
interested in building a highway connecting the southwestern part of the 
state with the Yakima Valloy and points east. During the year 1907 the 
Highway Department made quite an extensive survey from Mayfield though 
Cariton Pass. 


They investigated the feasibility of building a highway over that 
route to a connection whth a road that was being built dy the Reclamation 
Service to the site of the dam they were building at Bumping Leake. A great 
deal of highway was built over the lower end of this route through the 
Communities of Mossyrock, kiffe and Nesika but further than that nothing 
resulted from that first suivey towards getting a road across the mountains, 
Interest in this projected route was never allowed to die down or fade out 
as there was quite veguiarly a delegation from the Big Bottom attending 
the mectings of the Washington State Good Roads Association calling atten- 
tion to the desirability of such a road. In 1917 the route was given a 
Classification cf “Secondary State Road" and was designated as State High+ 
way No» 5, however it was know locally as the Carlton Pass Highway. In 
1923 ic was combined. with the National Park Highway system and the group 
was designated as Stavus Highway No, 5. Along abous that time the U. S, 
Forest Service deciced te build a portion of the rvad and started their 
work at Randle in 1952 and built a section each year thereafter towards 
the summit of the mountains, That work was supervised by the Bureau of 
Public Roads. 


As the Bureau of Public Reads progressed with the road towards the 
Summit of the Cuscades they wished to make certain that the Carlton Pass 
was the most practicai rovte to use as there were other passes that would 
provide a more direct route to the Yakima Valley so they began making 
investigations of other available ones, principally the White Pass. After 
making ovelioinary survsye and careful comparisons of the snow conditions 
in Caxitten and Whice Passes they decided the White Pass to be the better 
of the two so it was used in preference to the other ons, After it was 
decided br beth the State and the Bureau to use the White Pass they agreed 
tmt the Burseu shenld build the road to the summit from the west and the 
State should build to meet them from the East side. 


In 2937 the State Legislature meade the White Pass Highway a primary 
highway and it rates with the best in the state in that respect. 


The road wae finished and opened to traffic in the summer of 195], 
costing the state and the Forest Service ox ombined about five and one half 
million dollars, The completion of the White Pass Highway was the ful- 
fillment of one of tie fondest dreams of a great many of our loyal and 
civic minded eitizens who had been working hard for so many years in the 
White Pass Highway Assoviation, urging and boosting for the road's com- 
pletion. Now thet we have the road we find that it is doing for us much 
more than we had expected, It has opencd up a passage way for us to make 
delivery of millions of feet of manufactured wood products to our markets 
in the eost cide of the state, It has osened up a way for tourists and 
vacatiorists from the eastern part of the state to visit this area during 
the hot part of their summer months. It gives us an opportunity to bring 
in the very fine fruit and produce that grows in the Yakima Valley for 
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White Pass Highway - continued Page 2 


our own use. It provides the citizens of both the east dha weak side of 
the state a convertion: way of traveliz ing fron cne side to the other, It 
also provi des an economical way of bringing Logs from the east side of 

the mountsius o our saw milie here in tha Cowlits Vailey to be manufactured 
into wood products anc it provides « way for regularly scheduled trans- 
state freigni eee and stage Lines, 


The development of the lumber business in this val} ley has been pretty 
wel tied in with the advancement of the building of the White Pass High 
way. As the highway Pate sss wo tne valley aint nade now stands of tinber 
adjacent to goo3 tiusk beansportetion to Hout: side" lumber markets, new 
Sewmilis kept MOVING in aud the lumber business grew to oe our nost ner-= 
manent hasic industry, 
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LEGEND OF LA-WIS-WIS 


La-Wis-Wis the Rose bride of Nekanhi. Nekanhi » the great spirit 
of the upper air ruled supreme over the mountains. He tended his herd 
of wild goats on the rugged steeps of the Goat Rocks. Now Nekanhi was 
deeply in love with La-lis-Wis a valley maiden who had promised to be 
his wife when the last of the red leaves fell. 


La-"fis-Wis was a lovely slender nymph, graceful and sweet as the 
white roses on the bosom of the great white mountain. 


Golden were the strands of La-Vis-Wis hair, where the warm sun 
played the day long and blue were her eyes, dark as the gentian and 
fringed with a misty cloud and red were her lips as the sumac berries, 


La-\is-lis was so lovely, innocent and sweet that thousands of 
butterflies flew about her head to sip from the shell of water which 
she carried to her flower friends. 


In the lower stretches of the valley of Paradise, where it sweeps 
down into the Cowlitz Canyon, Nekanhi made for her a bower of pure 
white roses, 


There on summer days when the whole world was in bloom, he came 
to her and whispered secrets of the wind, the clouds and the towering 
mountains and all forgetful of his flock of wild goats, he lingered 
at the edge of Paradise valley. 


In exact contrast to the lovely La-Wis-‘is there lived in the 
same valley a wicked hideous creature called Memalek, whose fingers 
were the Claws of the cougar, and whose garments, the skin of a sav- 
age wolf that she fastened about her with the tails of venomous snakes. 


For all that was good and beautiful about La-lis-Wis, memalek 
hated accordingly. Every day she watched for a chance to avenge her 
jealousy as a hunter watches for his prey. 


While Nekanhi herded his goats on the pinnacles, Memalek smiled 
in contempt and called all her poisonous snakes, lizards and hideous 
vipers and went to the rose bower of the golden haired fairy queen 
La-Wis-Wis who, unconscious of evil, innocent and lovelier than ever, 
slept on her white blanket. 


The guardian roses, innocent and sweet as she, and not having a 
single thorn, were awake and on guard against the evil Memalek and her 
regiment of poisonous vipers. When they were about to force their way 
into the bower of the sleeping La-Wis-Wis to poison and strike her, 
Nekanhi performed a miracle. 
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Legend of La-Wis-—is continued Page 2 


Although far away on the mountain, he sensed danger and with his 
great creative power, he transformed each white rose into a red one 
and armed cach and every one of them with ccuntless spears. 


Astounced by the sudden profusion of blood red roses and pierced 
by the many pointed weapons, the snakes and vipers with Memalek, their 
leader beaten, crawled back to the dari dens in the depth of the Cow- 
litz Canyon. 


La-Wis-‘lis was saved by her loved one who hurried to her with a 
tender song on his lips and a deeper love in his heart. 


Because he knew La-\is-Wis was frail and needed protection, some 
of her roses he armed with thorns that they might fight for his golden 
haired nymph, La-Wis-Wis, who still sleeps in the Valley of Paradise 
at the foot of the Mountain That was God. And whose butterfly friends 
stili flit here and there about the flower beds of the valleys search- 
ing fruitlessly for the shell of water to quench their thirst. 
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THR GREEDY HIAQUA HUNTER 


(It is through such typical Indian legends as that of the Greedy 
Hiaqua Hunter that we learn how large a place the ereat mountain 
(Reinier) filled in the thought of the aboriginees. This myth 
also explains why an Indian could never be persuaded to make the 
ascent, farther than the snow line.) 


The hero of the Hiaqua Myth is the Indian Rip Van Winkle. Crazy 
for hiaqua, or shell money, and persuaded by Moosmoos, the elk div- 
inity, his own totem, that on top of the mountain he would find great 
store of it, he climbed to the summit. Here he found three big rocks, 
one of which looked like his friendly Moosmoos. Overturning this after 
long cigsing, he uncovered many strings of hiaqua--enough to make him 
the richest of men. But he meanly seized it all, leaving no thank-~ 
offering to the tamahnawas (sorcerers) powers. Thereupon the whole 
earth shook with a mighty convulsion and the Mountain shot forth 
terrible fires and poured streams of water (lava?) down its sides. 


Panic-stricken at the results of his greed, the man threw down 
his load of treasure to propitiate the angry deity; and then fell on 
the ground and entered the land of sleep. Long, long after, he awoke 
to find himself far from the summit, in a pleasant country of beauti- 
ful meadows, carpeted with flowers, and musical with the song of 
birds. He had grown very old, with snow-white hair falling to his 
shoulders, Recognizing the scene about him as Saghalie Illahe (Para- 
dise Valley), he sought his old tent. It was where he had left it, 
and there too was his "klootchman," or wife, grown old, like himself. 
Back they went to their home on the bank of the Cowlitz, where they 
spent the rest of their days in great honor. For his tribesmen recog- 
nized that the aged Indian's heart had been marvelously softened and 
his mind enriched by his experience upon the mountain. Thus he be- 
came the most respected of all the tamahnawas (sorcerer) men of his 
time. 
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THE COWLITZ PASS COUNTRY 


The Cowlitz Pass Country, in the early days known as "The Summit", 
is about four or five miles wide and six or eight miles in length along 
the summit of the Cascade Mountains, 


This terrain is a large rolling plateau with protruding ridges and 
high peaks and is covered with scattering clumps of alpine timber and 
many varieties of shrubs, heather and under brush. These are filled in 
with various sized meadows teeming with different varieties of flowers 
from early spring till late fall. There are also numerous lakes varying 
from a few feet acvcss to several hundred acres. From some of the high 
peaks it is possible to see over 100 lakes. Some of the larger ones are 
Twin Lakes, Frving Pan, Dumbbell, Fish, Cramer, Bush and numerous others 
which were planted with fish and furnish excellent fishing today, 


It was one of the favorite haunts for the early pioneers as well as 
the newcomers. Both the old and young went there for recreation, hunt- 
ing, trapping and prospecting. In later years there were many bands of 
sheep and cattle ranged on this area in the summer months, 


This "play ground" was accessible from the West side by way of the 
"Old Indian Trail" which came through Packwood (Lewis or Sulphur Springs) 
going up the Cowlitz River, crossing Clear Fork and continuing up Summit 
Creek past the Davis Coal iiines and Soda Springs (Tumac Springs) to the 
old land mark knowm as "The Signboard Tree", There were several trails 
from the East side leading through Tieton Basin and up the south fork of 
the Tieton River past what is now Rimrock Lake and the old Russell Ranch, 
crossing Indian Creek and up Sand Ridge to Cowlitz Pass. 


There were prospectors from both the East and West sides of the 
mountains in great numbers, There were numerous mines of copper, lead 
and zinc and some gold prospects. One of the better mines was the Black 
Jack which was located on Miner's Ridge near Twin Lakes. This mine was 
worked extensively for several years, several tunnels were driven and 
one shaft was over 100 feet deep. Ail machinery and supplies were packed 
in on horses. At one time the several partners were offered $125,000.00 
but refused to sell. Since the shaft filled with water there has been 
only a little assessment work done however, there is still much evidence 
of the old mine. When it was operating there were two bunk houses, a cook 
house, office and blacksmith shop all well constructed of peeled logs. 
All furniture, tables, chairs, etc., were made from lumber sawed by hand 
with a "whip saw", These cabins were used for years by trappers, hunters, 
tourists and the Forest Service, finally either being burned or rotting 
away. Some of the other mines that were extensively worked were the 
Green Horn, Black Bear, King Solomon and Copper City. 


This was a trapper's paradise. The fur bearing animals were martin, 
mink, weasel, foxes, bobcats and cougars and occasionally a fisher, linx 
cat, or wolverine and a few wolves, Later coyotes became abundant. Often 
the trappers came out in the spring with over 100 martin skins besides all 
their other catch. 


Hunting has always been very good in the high country. Black bear 
and black-tail deer have always been plentiful and in the more recent years 
mule deer moved in. Elk were planted on the east side and they moved to 


the summit in summer months. 
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THE VALLEY DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 


Rhodes "Water Rieht" Green, the "Mystery Man" came to the 
valley about 1°06. People knew very little of Mr. Green, 
from where he came or where he went on his trips away from 
the valley. Not only was he a civil and mining engineer, 
but he was well versed on water power, timber, farming or 
most any subject. He could talk to a stranger for a short 
while and have a good idea of his life history but, regard- 
less of the leneth of time anyone knew him, there was very 
little they could learn of his past. He was the promoter 
of the Valley Development Comvany. 


The intention of the company was to start construction on 
a power plant and sell it to the city of Tacoma. Their 
plen was to build a 100 ft. dam at the mouth of Fackwood 
lake which wculd back the water up about 5 miles. Summit 
Creek, Cortwirht, Clear Fork and Coal Creek were to be 
flumed or piped in to the lake for storage. There was to 
have been &@ tunnel from Fackwood Lake through Snyder 
Mountein to a point about 1800 feet in elevation above 
Packwood. The water was to be flumed through this tunnel 
then into a renstock to the power plant at the base of 
the mountain just back of the August Snyder homestead. 
Johnson Creek was to be flumed around the mountain to 
Snyder Lake and brought down to the power plant ina 
separate plant. 


In 190€ they started reading gauges daily and taking 
stream measurements on all streams from Clear Fork to 
Johnson Creek, including the Cowlitz River. Charlie 
Hall, Jr. read these gauges from 1°0€ until 1°13, 
making the trip on horseback. 


In 1°07 the comvany started preliminary surveys for a dam 
site at Fackwood Lake and for pipelines from the creeks 
into the lake. The survey camps were moved by nack horses, 
and the first packer wes 0. A. ~ Clark Allen - Huntington. 
The job was later taken over by his son, W. A. Huntington, 
who finished the yoer of 1907 and 1608. The packing job 
was then taken ovor by Welter Stephenson. 


Serly in the spring of 1°10 the company emrloyed Walter 
Combs as foreman to clear ground and construct a camp for 
the crew that came in later that year. The location of 
this camp was on part of August Snyder's place, where the 
Howard Anderson home is now located. 


In the spring of that same year, the post office, Sulphur 
Srrings, was moved to the Combs place. It retained this 
name until November 4, 1610, when the name was changed to 
Lewis in honor of Mr. Lewis, the President of the Valley 
Development Company. 
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The V. D. Comnany 


(continued) 


In the year 190°, John Snyder was given a contract by Mr. 
Green to rebuild the last four miles of the Packwood Lake 
Trail, thus eliminating the part of the old trail that went 
over the top of Snyder Mountain. 


Construction of the project started in the sering of 1°10. 

There were about 125 men employed the entire summer. The 

working men were housed and fed at the company camp while 

the Superintendert, foremen, engineers and bookkeepers all 

lived in tents with their families. These tent camps were 

ee on the hill approximately where the Sam Newkirk 
ots are. 


The road was constructed around the foot of the hill to 
the place where the power house was built. <A ten-inch 
pipe line wes put in on Snyder Oreek and a temporary 
power plant wes installed. The purpose of this plant was 
to nrovide lights for the cemp and power for operating 
the cars which were to transport material and equipment 
up the hill on the tramway. 


All machinery and equipment was freighted in from Morton 

by team and wagon, requiring four days to make a round trip. 
In those days, teamsters took pride in having good, well- 
matched teams and there was a great deal of friendly rivalry 
over who hed the best looking and best rulling team. At 
times there were as many as six or eight wagons to a train, 
with two, four, and even some six horse teams. 


A narrow gouge railroad was constructed from the power house 
to the head of the penstock, a distance of about 12 miles 
with a rise in elevation of approximately 1800 feet. All 
ties wore hend hewn. In places the grade was fairly level, 
while in some parts the grade was as much as 78%. The work 
was all done by hand. The rails were laid from the bottom 
up as the grade was finished and a car was pulled up by hand 
with tools, powder, etc. A considerable amount of this con- 
struction was in solid rock. All drilling was done by hand. 
Fowder and drill steel were packed in by horses or tram car 
and taken as close as possible to the construction area. 

It required about four men to carry powder and drill steel 
for each two men drilling the rock. This tram road was to 
be used to haul supplies and machinery to the top of the hill 
during construction of the power plant. Later the railroad 
would be removed and the penstock pire placed on the grade. 
Work on the first couple of miles of flume line wes done 
from the base camp. 


There was another camp located at Fackwood Lake, all sunv- 
lies and ecuioment being nacied in on pack horses. There 
was a cook house, two bunk houses and an office building, 
all built of neeled logs. These buildings were old land 
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The V. D. Comnan 
(Continued) 


marks for years, later being used by the U. S. Forest Service 
and State Fisheries Department. At the mouth of the lake 
they drove several test holes looking for bed rock for 
foundation for the dam. The lake had been formed by part 

of the mountain sliding in from the south side and on this 
side of the creek they were unable to find bed rock, though 
some of the test holes were 70 feet deep. From the lake 
they also worked on the upper part of the flume line from 


Packwood Lake to the head of the penstock. 


In addition to the construction of a Packwood Lake Power 
Plant, Mr. Green envisioned and vrovosed construction of a 
hydro-electric power plant at Backbone Late utilizing the 
waters of the Chananecosh and the Muddy Fork of the Cowlitz 
River. The survey for the flume lines carrying the water 
from the two streams to Bacbone Lake, the survey for the 
dam at the lake, and the survey for the penstock from the 
dam to the proposed power vlant, which would have been 
located on the orvosite side of the G6owlitz River from 

la Wis Wis Park, were made in the late autumn of 1908. 

This was done immediately efter completion of the Summit 
Cresk to Fackwood Lake flume line survey which was made 

by Wi W. Morse, Locating Enginaer for the Valley Development 
Co. Mr. Morse was later City Engineer for Fortland, Oregon, 
for quite a number of years until his death. Shortly after 
these surveys were completed, a railread construction company, 
known as the North Coest Railroad, sensed the possibility 
that they might need to develop this power site in case they 
decided to electrify some railroad which they might build 
over, the Cascedes from east to west. They consequently made 
a set of surveys similar to the ones made by the Valley 
Development Company at Backbone Lake and filed water rights 
on the same streams as woll as doing a small amount of con+« 
struction on the grade for the flume line from the Muddy 
Fork to Backbone Lake. The conflicting claims of the two 
comranies threw the whole deal in litigation for several 
years and, in the meantime, the railroad comnany, after 
making very exhaustive investigations of the several mountain 
passes and different routes, decided against building a rail- 
road at that time and relinquished their claim to the site 
and the Valley Development, Comrany, for one reason or an- 
other, decided the vroject wes not feasible nor vractical 
and so dronped out of that part of the picture. 


1910 was a big year for Packwood (then Lewis). There was 
plenty of work for everybody, the stores, hotel and post 
office all did a thriving business and there was a good 
market for all farm produce. The Snyders sold all their 
hay end rented pasture to the ecomrany for their horses. 
Charlies I. Hall, Sur. and ¢@. A. Huntington started a meat 
market to supply the camrs and community. The Snyders 
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The V. D. Comnan 
Vteentausey 


furnished the beef, which was running wild on the open land. 
The butchers hunted them down more or less like wild animals, 
drove them tc a bern or pasture, 1f possible, or, if not, 
they shot them with 4 rifle in the wocés near a road or 
trail then butchered them on the spot end leter brought the 
meat in by wagon or peck horses. 


August Snyder and Horo Huhnhausen subdivided ten acres and 
laid out the townsite of Lewis. The townsite was laid out 
witn the two main streets &0 feet wide; now some of the 
residents are tiving to get them narrowed to 60 feet. 


When operations closed down in the fell of 1¢10, there was 

& good camp established, the tram road was vractically 
finished, the tonporary power vient in and working, hoist 
house built and hoist installed et the heed of tram, trans= 
mission line in along trauway, srade for flume line partially 
completed, came established et Packwoo@ Lake and considerable 
amounts of work Cone on test snufts ot a total expense of 
approximately $225,000. Th fact. most of the preliminary 
work was pretty well coupleted end the intention was to 

come back the following year to start on the main con- 
struction. The estimated cost of the completed plant 

was $77,000,000. 


The following spring, in anticipation of the work starting, 

a number of the laborers came in eari;y. They were practi- 
cally all broke, with nothing to eat and nowhere to stay. 
These laborers were mostly foreigners and the residents 

were a little afreid they would cause trouble if they 

didn't get something to eat. Eventually they moved into 

the cook house end one bunk house. The merchants furnished 
some groceries and the women of the community baked bread 
and sent it over to them. The men went out to the last 
year's gardens and gathered any potatoes or other vegetables 
that were ieft and so managed to get by. Zventually one of 
the head men of the comrany came in and informed the laborers 
there would be no work until the following year, so they left, 
pretty badiy discouraged, but the local residents were quite 
relieved when they were gone. 


There was no further construction work until 1912, when they 
worked a small crew on the flume lines and the test holes at 
Packwood Lake, but by this time the Uity of Tacoma officials 
had decided that the rroject was not feasible. Since the 
company had srent all of their available finances, the con- 
struction work wes then discontinved but they kent a couple 
of men on the job for several years. August Slenkaup and 
John Peteranick were watchmen at the lake one winter, then 
Mr. Jennings was watchman and Charlie Hall read the gauges 
until they nut in automatic gauges, which had to be read 
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The V. D. Comrany 


(Continued) 


Only once a week. Finally the two jobs were combined and 
Asa Combs stayed at lewis and read the gauges weekly, 
eoing to Facrwood late at least once a werk to read the 
gauges there and look efter the camp. 


Around 1°20 they dismantled the power plant, tore up the 
pipe line and shipped everything to Portland. A few 

years later they took up all the rails, removed the power 
line and shirped them to Portland. At this time they dis~ 
continued reading gauges and laid off the watchman, and 
nothing has been done by this company since then. 
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OQHANAPSCOSH 


The Indian name Chananecosh has several meanings, some of 
them being "Ch Look!" or “Looking down on something 
beautiful", or "Mernificenti" 


The original Ohanapecosh, named by the Indians, was not the 
hot springs - it was what 418 now known by the white men as 
"the blue hole", located on the main fork of the Cowlitz 
River - now Chanapecosh River - a short distance about the 
intersection of Clear Fork. Later the Hot Springs adopted 
that neme and finally the stream, heading in a glacisr on 
Mt. Rainier, and continuing to its junction with Clear Fork 
was given the name Ohanapecosh by the National Park Service. 
Also, a glacier and a small section of the Park heve the 
Same name. 


The first white men to lay eyes on the Ohanapecosh Hot 
Svrings were "Water Right" Green and John Snyder, in the 
year 1906, on one of their numerous exploration trips. 
At this time the springs were loceted in the Rainier - 
now Gifford Finchot - National Forest, but later the 
Rainier National Park was enlarged to take in the Hot 
Springs and surrounding country. 


Although Mr. Green failed to get a government lease on the 
Springs he did do a considerable amount of assessment work. 
He built a trail from the Cowlitz Pass Trail to the Hot 
Svrrings, a distance of about 4 miles; also, he built a one- 
room cabin and dug a beth hole about 6 x 10 feet and about 

5 feet deen which were used by the public for several years. 
A ladder was used for getting in and out of the path hole. 
Usually the people would enter very slowly as the water has 
a temperature of about 120°. At first, all bathing was done 
richt out in the wide open spaces, but soon women as well as 
men were teking the baths and a house was built over the 
Springs for their penefit. Also, different hours were esta- 
blished for men and women to use the spring until a separate 
bath house was built for the women. 
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OHANAPS COSH 
(Continued) 


Before the road was built, some people walked, and some rode 
on horseback, while others were packed in on stretchsrs to 
take advantages of the mineral bath. Cn one occasion, a 
man with rheumatism was packed in on a stretcher from 
Fackwood (Lawis) a distance of about 14 miles by trail. 

It took 8 men, teking turns two men carrying at a time, 

one and a half days to make the trip. To get him into 

the bath hole he wes strapped to the stretcher and lowered 
by hand. He took the baths for about a month, being attended 
by a special nurse, then was able to ride out to Lewis. 
later he returned and stayed another six weeks and at that 
time was able to walk out end resume his work. 


The springs became so popular that in the summer months there 
was seldom a day but a pack string would be racking in 
Supplies or packing a party in or out from the 8prings. Fre- 
quently there were several pack strings coming and going on 
the same days. Until the road was built several years later, 
all supplies and building material, including lumber, pipes, 
bath tubs, ete., were taken in on pack horses or mules. 


Dr. Bridges obtained a lease from the Government to put ina 
bath house and cabins. This has grown into a resort, con- 
sisting of a hotel, store, beth house and several cabins. 
There is also a Ranger Station end public camp ground, owned 
and maintained by the National Park Service. 


Soon eftcr the U. S. Forest Service built a road to the Clear 
Fork Crossing in 192€, Dr Bridges let a contract for the 
widening of the trail so it was possible for cars to drive 

to the springs. This wes only a one-wey road with occasional 
turnouts. The roed was so steep in places there had to be 
put in what was called "beck ups". The contract price for 
this road was 10¢ per running foot and was paid for by Dr. 
Bridges personally. A portable saw mill was moved in and 
timbers and lumber for buildings was sawed neer the camp. 


In 1932 the State Highway Derartment built the road from the 
¥Y ~- 8 miles east of Fackwood - to the Park boundary. From 
there the B.P.R. continued the east side highway past the 
Hot Springs to Cayuse Fass, there connecting with the 
Chinook Fass Highway. There is also a road under 
construction through Stevens Canyon connecting the 

East Side Highway and the Peradise Highway. 
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PACKWODD LAKE 


Packwood Lake lies about six miles east of Packwood, directly behind 
Snyder Mountain and near the foot of the Goat Rocks. It is at an elevation 
of about 2800 feet and is approximately one and one-half miles long and 

about one-half irile wide, It is reported that at places the depth is 
unknown. There is about, a one-half acre island near the outlet. Looking 
east from the ovilet one gets a good view of the lake with the island in 
the foreground and the Gozt Rocks in the background. From the head of 
the lake Looking west one gets a good view of the lake with Mt. Rainier 
in the background, 


This lake was named after William Packwood who discovered it in the 
early days, There ave tails in the outlet = Lake Creek - which are im- 
possible for fish to ascent so the origin of the Rainbow trout which 
thrive there so abundantly is a mystery. 


The Indians built the first trail. to the Lake but it was used Very 
little by them. At cne time en Tsdtan woman drowned in the lake. te 
in the fall the Indisns heard loons screaming at the head of the lake 
(there are large flocks of ducks, geese, swan and loons which land on the 
lake in the fall of the year) aid thouht that it was her spirit returning 
to this world. On account of this superstition the Indians never returned 
to the lake. This was the first treil. used by early settlers. Later it 
was rebuilt by the Valley Development Company and again by the U. S. Forest 
Service. 


This was one of the places that had a lot of attraction for the 
Pioneers and all who have come later. They went there for recreation and 
pleasure as well as to catch large amounts of fish, whiich they either 
smoked there or brought home fresh. In the spring the fish would run tp 
the inlets to spawn and in places they were so thick it was imoossible to 
see the bottom of the creek bed, There being no game laws at that time, 
people wouid often buiiid a V-shaped dam at some wide, shallow place in 
the stream and place a sack at an opening of the V. Then the fish were 
scared down tne creek and taken out by the sack full. Many fish have 
been caught with the bare hanas, This was done when the fish were hiding 
under a log or under the creek bank. 


Packwood Lake and vicinity - including Goat Rocks and Lost Lake 
Country - bacame very popular for scenic trips as well as for its won 
derful rainbow trout. People from all over the nortnwest came to fish 
and take pack trips through the mountains. 


Until 1921 the only camping facilities was a public camp ground main- 
tained by the U. S. Forest Service. At this time Mr. and Mrs. Higgins 
established a camp hotel to accomodate the fishermen, They also had boats 
for rent - no motors allowed. This was also headquarters for the U. S. 
Forest Service and the State Fish Hatchery men as well as sight seers and 
tourists on their way to the Goat ttocks. 


Until recently the only way into the lake was by foot or on horseback, 
Now seaplanes are flying in and landing on the lake. Formarly all supplies 
and equipment, stoves, springs, mattresses, washing machine, as well as 
boats were packed in on pack horses. There was one mule "Old Jack" which 
was used especially for packing boats. After a boat was turned upside 
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Packwood Lake ~ continued Page 2 


down and lashed on he was started up the trail alone. He would go along 
until he got tired and then lie down and rest awhile then get up and go 
along again. This would continue until the pack string caught him or 
until he arrived at the Lake alone. 


In later years the State Fisheries Department installed fish traps 
and an eyeing station at the Lake, The spawn was taken and the eggs eyed 
out before they wers packed out on horses, then they were either planted 
in the egg stage or taken to State Hatcheries for hatching and planting. 

A larger varicty of Rainbow trout were imported from Montana and packed 
into the lake. Plaiting this larger variety of trout caused the size of 
the lake fish to inuvsase, The fish will average about a foot long, occas- 
ionally some as iarge as twenty inches will be caught. Beaver, also, were 
packed in on horses and planted at the head of the lake where they have 
thrived and multiplied, 
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History of the 
PACKWOOD RODEO 


In the early 1°20's radeos became popular in Packwood (then 
lewis). The first. one was staged at a Fourth of July cele- 
bration by the packers| of the community. The horses were 
ones brought from east|of the mountains by horse traders. 
It was held in one of the horse corrals with no chutes or 
any of the modern equigment.or conveniences. 


Gradually the corrals were fixed up, a small grandstand 
constructed and some chutes installed.. Rodeos were held 
here ussally two or three times each summer. Everyone who 
was able to ride participated. All local stock was used anda 
no prizes were paid nor were entrance fees and admission. 
Charged. The hat was passed and vroceeds divided between 
riders and stock owners. There was a fair sized tree in 
the center of the corral which was dangerous and on several 
occasions caused minor accidents. The idea of wrapping a 
mattress around the tree wes conceived and thus eliminated 
@ danger to riders and worry among the audience. These 
occasions were never complete without a couple of jugs of 
"moonshine." . 


The County road was fenced off with ropes and canvas for 
making chutes to drive the stock from the barn to rodeo 
corral and back. If anyone came along they parked their 
car or "rig" and took in the show then proceeded after the 
barricade was removed. 


On one occasion a bull escaped through the poorly con- 
structed fence and made a wild desh for LEDELEY «i Lt ren 
towards the hotel and the women and children on the porch, 
who had come from Sundey School, ran for safety, one woman 
exclaiming "Run for your life! Here comes en infuriated 
bull." The bull ran across the porch and ended up in its 
“pasture behind the barn. 


Horse traders and Indians were constantly bringing horses 
into the valley to sell or trade and the local horsemen 
made special trivs east of the mountains and to the Indian 
Reservation to bring back horses for their own use. Some 
were well broke while others were "fresh off the range", 
never having had a rope on except to be roped and branded. 
All these "Green horses" had to be "tried out". Some would 
put on a good show while others would only run or "sulk" 

and do nothing. Usually these horses would be brought to 
the torrals in the evenings or weekends. Most of the local 
people were never too busy to take time out to watch the ex- 
citement from atop the corral fences. It was seldom a week- 
end went by without a few "new ones" being brought in to be 
"topped off". The riders present would draw straws to see 
who would ride for the "Jackpot" which was made up of small 
donations from the srectators. 
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Packwood Rodeo 


~(Gont inued) 


In the early 30"s the Packwood people decided there should 
be more and better rodeos. All by donation work, there was 
a good sized rodeo ground cleared and levelled, corrals and 
chutes built and a good grandstand erected just behind and 
adjoining the new barn which had been built by Anderson and 
Combs for the packing business. Soon a large dance hall was 
built - just outside of the arena and at one end of the’ 
orchard, where carnivals, barbecues and other entertainments 
were held during the 2-or 3-day celebrations. 


These rodeos were sponsored by the local people. They pro- 
eressed and grew right along with the community. Some local 
stock was used but most of it came as far as Chehalis and 
Yakima. It grrew to an extent that vorofessional rodeo 
producers came in and rromoted the shows. 


The rodeo continued - usually two each year ~ for several 
years then pradually faded away for a few years until the 
Vredenburg family, loggers for Packwood Lumber Co. moved 
to Packwood, directly across the highway from the mill. 
They were very much interested in horse activities and 
built a play ground for their personal use. Eventually 
they enlarged this and made it into a real rodeo ground. 
They had annual rodeos there until they sold the property 
in.1951. 


To prevent the rodeos from being discontinued, a few 
rodeo enthusiasts from Packwood and Randle formed a Rodeo 
Association which has continued with the promotion of 
rodeos. The Association has tried to rroduce better 
shows by joining with the R.C.A. and, thereby, obtaining 
better stock and contestants. This has been done at 
considerable expense and loss to the Association. 


It is now a question for the community to decide if it 
4s to continue with the annual rodeos. 
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QUESTIONNAIRES’ Im order to find out what the citizens of 
Packwood thought about their historial 
background, a questionnaire was sub- 
mitted to all persons. 


In answer to the question submitted by the History Committee - 
WHAT DO YOU THINK HAS BEEN THS MOST IMPORTANT EV2NT IN LOCAL 
HISTORY DURING THS PAST 25 YEARS -~ the following answers 

and comments were givens’ 


31 answered - "Completion of the White Pass Highway" 


Comments’ "Building of the White Pass Highway will 
help to develop Packwood and make more 
trade between east and west sides of 
the country." 


"No regular mail route over pass." 


"This has increased business all along 
the line." 


"Wonderful roads instead of wagon ruts." 
7 answered ~ "Building of new school"." 


Comments# "A new school was needed for a long time. 
Now with the new addition and a lawn 
we have a nice school." 


7 answered - "Getting electricity" 
fing ib "Fackwood Lumber Co." 
eta "Community Study Frogram" 


Comments: "From what Ive heard town has quieted 
down to a better social and moral life." 


4 answered - "Sustained Yield Frogram for cutting 
National Forest timber." 


2 answered ~ "Assembly of God Church" 


Comments: "Spiritual helpy from above source has 
helped people and been leading factor 
in development of community and people's 
lives." 


"Ohurch has served many years faithfully. 
No doubt many lives have been influenced 
_and formed for the better. Spiritual 
values are often underestimated but 
are appreciated by our leaders such 
as the President, J. Edgar Hoover 
and others. 
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2 answered - "Another local church" 

2 answered = "Toestmasters” 

Comment: "If we had a Toastmistress Club here 
it woulda do the ladies so much good 
ani give vhem something to do with 


their Ta. Meu 


Rodso" 


$ 
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e answered 
1 4 "he a4 cation of Airport" 

a # "Tiectricity by Kerr Bros." 

1 , “Water system by Sherman oc 
" 


"“Yumber industry" 


Questionnaire (continued) 


COMMENT ON HISTORY: 


"The history of this community should be permanently 
recorded while there are some left who rememper 
people and events." 
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1854 -- 
1869 -- 
1878 =~ 80 
1883 == 
1887 -- 
1889 -- 
1890 -~- 
1890 =< 
1890 <= 
1890 ~- 
1891 -- 
1891 << 
1897 =~ 
1897 == 
1902 == 
1905 =- 
1905 == 
1906 == 
1906 <= 
1906 = 09 
1906 = 10 
1907 == 
1910 =- 
1910. =- 
1910  «- 
1911 «+ 
1912 == 
1912 <-- 
1913 == 
1913 = Lh 
191) == 
1917 == 
1922 =. 
1923 == 
192), == 
1926 == 
1929 == 
1926 = 3h 
1930 «= 
1932 == 
1933. == 
1933 <= 
193) == 
193 == 
1935 == 
1937 = 38 
190 == 
19hl =~ 
1912 == 
19h =- 
1945 =~ 
196 -~ 
1951 == 
1945 = 5h 
1949 == 


IMPORTANT DATES 


Packwood and Longmire discovered the Upper Big Bottom 

Packwood discovered coal on Coal and Lake Creeks 

N. P. Surveys 

Davis family settled 

John Blankehship family settled 

August and John Snyder settled 

Cora Post Office established 

Sulphur Springs Post Office established - John Blankenship place 
Hall family settled 

Owens fanily settled 

Sethe fanily settled 

Law passed giving President authority to establish Forest Reserves 
Sulphur Springs Post Office moved to Bivin place 

Rainier National Forest established 

Sulphur Springs Post Office moved to Hall place 

Ohanapecosh Hot Springs discovered 

Ferry built at Cora 

Act of June 11, 1906 permitting homesteads inside Nat. Forests 
Huntingtons settled 

N. Ce Surveys 

V. D. Company 

Combs family settled 

Town site of Lewis 

Sulphur Springs Post Office moved to Lewis--changed name to Lewis 
Fecry built above Lewis 

First sawmill 

School District #21) established 

Community Hall and Hotel built 

Lewis, Pioneer and school across the river built. 

Suspension bridge above Lewis built 

Land opening 

Flag Pole raising on Registration Day 

Construction started on White Pass Road at Randle 

Ranger Station moved to Lewis 

Ohanapecosh road made passable for cars. 

Clear Fork Hatchery built 

White Pass Highway completed to Lewis 

Fish planting 

Post Office changed from Lewis to Packwood 

Construction on White Pass Highway commenced by State from eastside 
C. C. C. Camp constructed 

Rainier Forest dissolved--Columbia Forest enlarged to include 
Packwoode 

Construction of roads and bridges by C. C. C. 

Kerr Bros. mill and lights 

Water system installed 

New school house 


ee completed to Cayuse Pass 
World War II - Road contracts cancelled 


.. Housing project 


Packwood Lumber. changed ‘hands 

Road Gonstruction resumed 

Anderson Air Port constructed 

White Pass Highway comple ted. 

Timber sales from Forest Lands 

Columbia National Forest changed name to Gifford Pinchot Nat- 
ional Forest. 
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Following are explanations of terms used by the pioneers or early settlers: 


"Outside or "coing out" 
"Coming int 
"lie lun-um, me lose pish" 
"Squatters" 


"Squatter's rights" 
"Taksn up" 

"Proved up! 
"Settled up" 


" Land opening" 
"Land Rush! 


"Dug-out canoe" 


"Shingle bolt drive" 


"Drove" 


"Big Bottom Suit Case! 


WP ysl 
Ww Gypo" 
tHacks" 


"Pack string" 


"Pack Outfit" 


bes eS 


Taking a trip away from the valley. 
Coming to the valley. 

Me run and me lose fish. 

People who settled on unsurveyed land, 


Rights allowed by the Government to 
settle on unsurveyed land. 


When a homestead was filed on. 


When they had lived the required time 
and had cleared sufficient ground the 
homesteader was issued a patent, 


When a large portion of land had been 
homesteaded, 


When a portion of the Forest Service 
land was made available to homesteading. 


A race for land opened for homesteadin 
by the U. S. D. I. in the spring of 19th. 


Canoe was made from a cedar log by chopping 
and digging out the center and shaping the 
outside with an ax. 


Shingle bolts were floated down the river 
to a designated place, 


Floated, 


A flour sack used for carrying personal 
belongings. 


Recently hatched fish. 
Small logging operator, 
A heavy buggy or light spring wagon. 


Several pack animals which were used for 
moving camps or packing supplies. 


(1) Pack saddle, pack bags and saddle 
blanket for one horse. 

(2) A complete pack and saddle horse 
business. 
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Explanation of terms - continued Page 2 


"Hitching Rail" 


"Ground tied" 


nei git 
"Rigging" 
"Venison" 
"Jerkien 


"The Burnt 


"Lay~in" 
"Poke sausage" 


"Starter" 


2 ee 


A pole fastened to posts about waist 
high to which horses could be tied. 


A well broke saddle horse will stand 
by merely dropping reins to the ground. 


Usually referred to as a riding saddle. 
Any riding or packing equipment. 

Deer meat 

Venison cut in strips and dried 


A piece of ground where the timber had 
been burned off. 


Buy or store away. 
A southern expression for Pork sausage. 
Before there were yeast cakes a part of 


one baking of bread was carried over to 
start next batch working. 
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